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Algerian delegation begins visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delation representing the Algerian 
National Transitional Council arrived in Amman Wednesday on a 
several-day visit daring which it will meet with several official- 
s. The talks win centre on issues of interest to Jordan and 
Algeria, Council Vice-chairman Hussein Haidar said- Mr. 
Haidar said he will brief the offi cials here oo the develop- 
ments in Algeria. "We hope to give the real picture of what is 
happening and die efforts exerted by President (Liamine) Zeroual 



Algerian 

parliaments were distinguished. The two sides are always seeking 
to enhance relations, he said. The delegation was received by 
First Deputy Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament Abdul 
Hadi A1 M&jali, Assistant House Speaker Mohammad AI Huneiti 
and Algerian Ambassador to Jordan Hashcmi Qaddouri. 
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means more benefits. 




With vour Frequence Plus Miles, you can c*njoy the 
comforts of an upgrade 10 Club or l-'irsi Class or 
even lo Concorde, through out liic. Air France 
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And if you have a lot of baggage, your Miles can 
entitle you lo a free excess-baggage allowance of ?0 
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Switch to summer 
time on April 6/7 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
wiH switch to energy-saving 
summer time as of Friday 
April 7, 1995, according to a 
communique issued Wednes- 
day by Prune Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker. On Thurs- 
day April 6 midnight, clocks 
should be set one hour 
ahead, making the difference 
between Jordan local time 
and Grenwich Meantime 
three hours. The country will 
return to winter time as of 
Friday Sept. 15, the com- 
munique said. 

Arabs want probe 
into Pan Am blast 

CAIRp (AFP) — The Arab 
states will Thursday ask the 
U.N. Security Council to 
bold a new investigation to 
dear Libya of the Lockerbie 
bombing, the secretary 
general of the Arab League 
said. A seven-member Arab 
lie committee drew up a 
lotion Wednesday calling 
on the Security Council to 
undertake a fresh inquiry “in 
light of recently published 
documents,” Esmat Abdul 
Meguid said. 

Vandenbroucke 

quits 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — Bel- 
gian Foreign Minister Frank 
Vandenbroucke resigned 
Wednesday after being impli- 
cated in a bribery scandal, 
official sources said. His deci- 
sion to step down came after 
he admitted being aware of a 
secret bank account allegedly 
used by his Flemish Socialist 
Party to hoard cash gener- 
ated by bribes ._ 

Cairo police break 
up protest 

CAIRO (AP) — Anti-riot 
police dispersed about 80 stu- 
dents who planned a march 
Wednesday from ‘Ain Shams 
University to protest Israel’s 
participation in the Cairo In- 
ternational Trade Fair, police 
said. Police fired tear-gas at 
the campus in Cairo, but no 
injuries or arrests were re- 
ported, police officials said. 
This is the first time Israel bas 
taken part in the annnal trade 
fair since 1986 when a leftist 
group called Egypt’s Revolu- 
tion killed an Israeli embassy 
employee and wounded three 
others at the exhibition. 

2 U.S. soldiers 
Injured in Israel 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Two 
U.S. troops were injured in 
an exercise in southern Israel 
Tuesday and were evacuated 
to an Israeli hospital, a U.S. 
embassy spokesman said. 
The injured troops were U.S. 
Marines and. were injured 
during a massive ground 
manoeuvres in the desert, 
said an Israeli official. The 
troops were practising in 
Israel as part of joint man- 
oeuvres that began last week 
and involves about 7,500 
U.S. troops including Sixth 
Fleet ships, U.S. aircraft and 
Israeli ground and air forces. 

7 lawmakers in 
Sudan dismissed 


KHARTOUM (AP) — 
Sudan's military leader dts- 
- * . missed seven senior lawma^- 
' ers Wednesday following a 
heated parliamentary debate 
: ' in winch the government was 

. r accused of embezzling $1 mil- 
RO *■>’ ' * ^ .■ • Hon and selling off profitable 
state enterprises. Lieutenant- 
General Omar Hassan Ai 
Bashir replaced the commit- 
tee leaders with former 
ministers and politicians, said 
the Middle East News Agen- 
cy. The senior lawmakers had 
been appointed by the gov- 
ernment. The dismissals 
•' came after a debate Tuesday 
in which a lawmaker, Amm 
Banani, attacked the govern- 
ment’s programme to priva- 
tise state-owned companies, 
, one of the reforms demanded 
by the International Monet- 
: . ;4 ary Fund. Mr. Banani said 
; - some of the firms that were 
sold off had made profits. 
Others were offered in hard 
currency, but paid for in 
Sudanese pounds, hampering 
■ the government’s ability to 
pay off a crun ch in 
debt of about $14 
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Arab support falls short of 
Egypt’s strategy on NPT 


CAIRO (Agencies) — - Arab 
League foreign ministers on 
Wednesday backed a resolu- 
tion urging a Middle East 
free of weapons of mass des- 
truction, but rejected Egypt’s 
strategy for pressuring Israel 
to sign the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 

After three hours of debate 
at the Arab League’s 50th 
anniversary meeting, the 
ministers deleted language 
that would have forged a 
strong Arab stand against re- 
newing the anti-nuclear pact 
unless Israel also signed the 
treaty. 

Egypt has said it would not 
support renewal of the 25- 
y ear-old treaty when it comes 
before the United Nations 
next month and has been 
lobbying other Arabs to join 
forces. 

A draft of an Arab League 
resolution, which is to be 
adopted formally Thursday, 
said the league supports the 
NPT as “an essential founda- 
tion for world order.” 

It also said Israel’s nudear 
arsenal — believed to contain 
up to 200 warheads — “poses 
a threat to regional security 
and to the credibility of the 
NPT.” But it did not tie Arab 
backing for the nudear treaty 
to Israel's signature. 

Diplomats said the stron- 
ger wording was apparently 
dropped after lobbying by 
oil-ricb Gulf states, which 
have been under American 


pressure to back indefinite 
extension of the treaty. 

But the diplomats, who 
spoke on condition of anony- 
mity, said the Arab League 
vote may also provide a 
graceful way for Egypt to 
back off its stand against the 
extension. 

Egypt can maintain it took 
a strong stand on Israel's 
nuclear programme but in die 


ian argument 


end would have to go along 
with the 22-member Arab 
League, they said. 

The Egyptft 
has been that Israel’s refusal 
to sign the treaty is unreason- 
able when it is mating peace 
with the Arabs. Israel has 
said it is willing to sign only 
after complete peace is 
achieved. 

The issue of the nudear 
treaty and bringing back Iraq 
into the Arab fold divided 
what many had hoped would 
be a celebration of the 


league is spending 


league’s 50 years. 

The league 
nearly $2752000 to mark the 
occasion with lectures and 
sporting events in other Arab 
capitals and an opera in Cairo 
that was commissioned to 
glorify Arab solidarity 
through the years. 

In opening the meeting, 
however, Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak told the fore- 
ign ministers that the league 
had not lived up to the prom- 
ise of its founding in 1945. 
lave to be 


“We have 


honest 


with ourselves that all that 
has been established by the 
Arab League in different 
fields remains much less than 
the aspiration of our people,” 
Mr. Mubarak said. 

President Mubarak called 
for the establishment of an 
“Arab pact of honour” to 
prevent a repetition of the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 
August 1990. 

“It would be useful to 
adopt an Arab pact of honour 
which would prevent the em- 
ergence of deep and destruc- 
tive differences in the fix- 
ture,” Mr. Mubarak said. 

“The repercussions from 
the events of August 1990, 
which were a fetal national 
disaster, continue to block 
Arab reconciliation,” he 
said. 

Mr. Mnbarak said such a 
pact would set out guidelines 
and “contain any differences 
in a framework to stop situa- 
tions blowing up in the same 
way as in the past. 

“Through the pact, all 
members of the Arab family 
would undertake to adopt a* 
position likely to settle possi- 
ble differences. 

“Arab reconciliation is an 
urgent necessity. There is no 
other way to avert crises 
which block the construction 
of our nation than to redis- 
cover our solidarity,” he said. 

Abdul Karim Kabariti, 
Jordan’s foreign minister, 
urged a strong resolution on 


the nudear issue. “We de- 
mand that Israel should join 
the NPT. We support the 
Egyptian demand that the 
Middle East be a nuclear-free 
zone,” he said. 

Mr. Kabariti also stressed 
the need for a calm and 
objective dialogue among 
Arab countries to achieve 
common objectives. 

Mr. Kabariti invited his 
counterparts to make the 
league’s 50th anniversary 
celebrations the start of a 
new era in Arab relations. 

“Let the 50th anniversary 
be the beginning of a new era 
of achieving progress and 
pursuing civilisation not an 
era of regression,” Mr. 
Kabariti said. “Let’s start by 
holding a calm and objective 
dialogue to achieve our com- 
mon objective, common in- 
terest and same prospects of 
security.” 

“We pursue peace and 
achieve it with others... but 
we do not puisne it nor try to 
achieve it among ourselves 
and with our brethren,” Mr. 
Kabariti added. “We don't 
have the strength nor the 
force without each other.” 

The foreign minister said 
that the prospects of Arab 
progress, though improved 
somehow in the immediate 
past years seem dim in the 
near future. 

“If our situation at present 

(Continued on page 7) 


Palestinian police arrest more 
suspects after foiled bombing 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Palestinian police arrested at 
least 15 suspects in Gaza fol- 
lowing a foiled truck bomb- 
ing, while Israel on Wednes- 
day barred entry to dozens of 
Palestinians. 

Israeli police detained a 
third suspect, an Israeli 
Arab. 

The man came from the 
bedouin settlement of Tel 
Sheva, where one of the two 
Palestinians already arrested 
for Monday’s attempted 
bombing in southern Israel 
sought to hide from police in 


mosque. 

Palest 


Palestinian Prosecutor- 
General Khaled AI Kidra 
said “at least 15” Palestinians 
were arrested in Gaza, but 
members of the Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement, Hamas, 
put the figure at around 20. 

The Hamas sources said 
most of those hauled in were 
relatives or neighbours of the 
two Palestinians from Gaza 
arrested by Israeli police. 

An Israeli ban on all 
Palestinian vehicles in Gaza 
from entering the country en- 
tered its second day on 


Wednesday. 

It was imposed after the 
red Volvo truck packed with 
explosives was stopped by 
chance in Beersheba, the 
largest town in southern 
Israel with 150,000 residents. 

Police said the men had 
planned to blow themselves 
up in the truck in central 
Beersheba. It was loaded 
with at least 100 kilogrammes 
of explosives in Gaza CSty 
and driven through the Erez 
Crossing into Israel. 

One of the two Palestinians 
arrested Monday near Beer- 
sheba, Issam Farfaat Rabba, 
was a known Hamas militant, 
Israeli police said. 

Israel on Wednesday pre- 
vented dozens of Palestinians 
entering the country via 
Erez. Palestinians turned 
back at the crossing said the 
Israeli security forces gave no 
explanation. 

An Israeli colonel at Erez 
said only construction and 
agriculture workers were 
allowed to go through. 

Israeli radio said die truck- 
bomb was prepared by 
Hamas militant Yahya 


Ayash, who has been blamed 
for several deadly bombings 
over the last year. 

Israel cites security con- 
cerns as the main reason for 
delaying a promised expan- 
sion of Palestinian self-rule 
beyond Gaza and Jericho to 
other parts of the West Bank. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin has demanded 
that Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat do more 
to foil attacks by militants on 
Israelis. Israel has said it 
would not agree to expanding 
Palestinian self-rule to the 
West Bank until Mr. Arafat 
complied. 

The two sides have set July 
1 as a target date for negotiat- 
ing an agreement on troop 
withdrawal and Palestinian 
elections. 

In response to the aborted 
truck bombing, Mr. Rabin 
called off planned talks with 
the PLO on the release of 
Palestinian security prisoners 
held in Israeli jails. 

Mr. Arafat reacted angrily 

(Continued mi page 7) 


U.S. says Iran has deployed 
chemical weapons on coast 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — 
U.S. Defence Secretary Wil- 
liam Perry on Wednesday ac- 
cused Iran for the first time of 
deploying chemical weapons 
on its coast and of moving 
8,000 troops to Gulf islands, 
in a threat to the world’s oil 
lanes. 

“We have seen most re- 
cently a very substantial buil- 
dup of military forces on the 
islands in the Straits of Hor- 
muz,” at the entrance to the 
oil-rich Gulf, Mr. Perry told 
journalists during a stopover 
in Bahrain. 

“This involves almost 
8,000 military personnel 
moved to those islands,” he 
said during a Gulf tour aimed 
at consolidating the U.S. 
alliance with Arab oil states 
against both Iran and Iraq. 

He did not name the is- 
lands. 

“Coastal, it involves anti- 
ship missiles, air-defence mis- 
siles, chemical weapons,” 
Mr. Perry said. 

“It is a deployment that is 
for beyond any reasonable 
defensive requirements that 
Iran has, ana it can only be 
regarded, I believe, as a 


potential threat to shipping in 
the area,” he said. 

'To the extent that all of 
the countries in the Gulf area 
use the Straits of Hormuz, 
and they represent a vital 
economic life line to them, 
this represents a threat to 
them,” he said. 

One fifth of the world’s oil 
passes through the Straits of 
Hormuz. 

After U.S. reports earlier 
this month of Iranian missile 
deployment on islands in the 
southern Gulf, Tehran said it 
had every right to deploy 
troops and equipment in de- 
fence of its own territory. 

Mr. Perry said the purpsoe 
of his Gulf tour was not to 
sell weapons, but to promote 
"joint cooperation, including 
access to bases, joint train- 
ing, joint exercises. r 

U.S. military officials said 
that around 84 military exer- 
cises were scheduled in the 
region. 

Mr. Perry travelled later to 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), where he held talks 
with its president. Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan A] 


lateral ties. 

The UAE is in dispute with 
Iran over three islands m the 
southern Gulf. 

Abu Dhabi is hosting an 
international arms fair at 
which the United States, Bri- 
tain, France and other West- 
ern countries are fighting it 
out for major contracts. Mr. 
Perry visited the show. 

Mr. Perry’s tour has also 
taken him to Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait. He was due to 
travel on to Qatar, which he 
announced on Monday had 
granted the United States 
permission to base military 
equipment on its territory. 

He met with Bahrain’s 
emir, Sheikh IsaBen Salman 
Ai Khalifa, and the crown 
prince and commander in 
chief of the Bahrain defence 
forces, Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Isa AI Khalifa. 

Mr. Perry also visited the 
aircraft carrier USS Con- 
stellation, which has spent 
almost 12 weeks in the Gulf, 
and was briefed on the new 
Iranian capabilities in meet- 
ings with me top navy com- 


Nahayan, on boosting bi- (Continued on page 7) 


Syria, 

Israel take 
break in 
talks 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Mideast peace negotiators 
will hunker down here this 
weekend after three days of 
talks and will press on with 
more discussions next week, 
a diplomatic source said 
Wednesday. 

Israeli Ambassador to 
Washington Itamar Rabino- 
vitch and his Syrian counter- 
part Walid Muallem met 
Monday and Tuesday to dis- 
cuss security arrangements 
surrounding a withdrawal of 
Israeli troops from the Golan 
Heights. 

There have been no break- 
throughs in the talks, tempor- 
arily interrupted Tuesday 
evening when Mr. Rabino- 
vitch returned to Israel for a 
long-planned visit by Vice 
President AI Gore. 

Neither ambassador spoke 
about the talks Wednesday 
and the State Department 
was also tight-lipped, saying 
“we don't want to focus oo 
die talks, for a better chance 
of success.” 

Negotiations have yielded 
little progress in three years 
on the issue of an Israeli pull 
out from the Golan. 

Syria is demanding a total 
withdrawal while Israel prop- 
oses a limited pull out and 
wants adequate security 
guarantees. 

The resumption of negotia- 
tions in Washington after a 
three-month lag was made 
possible by Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher’s last 
Mideast trip. He managed to 
get the main players to agree 
to discuss security arrange- 
ment details. 

Israel radio said the Israeli 
and Syrian ambassadors 
would meet again iu 
Washington on Friday. 

A foreign ministry spokes- 
man neither confirmed nor 
denied the two would meet 

A Syrian paper said mean- 
while Damascus was waiting 
for fresh Israeli ideas. 

It said no real progress 
would be made if Israel did 
not approve full withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights. 

“Syria is waiting for new 
Israeli ideas at the ambas- 
sadorial talks to push the 
peace process forward on the 
basis of U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolutions 242, 338 and 
425 and the land for peace 
principle,” the government 
daily AI Thawra said. 

(Continued on page 7) 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor 
are seen off upon tiidr departure for Paris on 
Wednesday by Their Royal Highnesses Prince 


Abdullah and Prince Faisal and senior officials 
(Petra photo) 


King, Queen in Paris to meet 
Mitterrand en route to U.S. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein arrived in Pans 
on Wednesday en route to 
the United States and Cana- 
da. In Paris, the King was to 
meet with President Francois 
Mitterrand before flying on 
to Los Angeles, where be will 
accept an award for peace, 
and then to Washington, 
where he will hold talks with 
President Bill Clinton and 
senior administration offi- 
cials. 

The King is accompanied 
by Her Majesty Queen Noor, 
Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Ali and Prince 
Hashem, Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
military advisor Major 
General Hmeidi AI Fayez. 

French Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Bernard Bajolet also 
accompanied the King to 
Paris, where the meeting with 
Mr. Mitterrand over lunch on 
Thursday was described as a 
largely courtesy visit before 
the president leaves office. 
However, the talks were ex- 
pected to cover the European 
Union's as well as France’s 
role in the Middle East peace 
process in addition to Franco- 
Jordanian relations. 

France currently chairs the 


rotating presidency of the 
European Union. 

IBs Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah was sworn in as 
Regent before the King left. 

A Royal Decree appointed 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeb as 
acting prime minister, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
reported. 

Their Majesties were seen 
off upon departure by Prince 
Abdullah, members of the 
Royal family. Parliament 
speakers and members. 
Cabinet ministers and senior 
rivfl and military officials. 

The King’s meeting with 
President Clinton is sche- 
duled for March 27. 

After his White House 
meeting, the King will under- 
go a routine medical check- 
up at the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minnesota, and 
proceed for a visit to Canada 
beginning April 1. 

In Los Angeles, the King 
will receive the Simon Wisen- 
tbal Centre’s annual award 
and deliver an address at the 
centre on Friday. 

It is the first time the award 
is going to an Arab head of 
state and comes after Jordan 
and Israel signed a peace 
treaty in October. 

The King’s talks with Presi- 
dent Clinton are expected to 


focus on Jordanian- American 
relations, the developments 
in the peace process and U.S. 
aid to Jordan. 

In Amman on Tuesday, 
U.S. Vice-President AI Gore 
said Washington would fulfill 
its pledge to forgive Jordan’s 
debts. 

“We are committed to full 
debt forgiveness in 1995, and 
we wifl meet our commit- 
ment,” Mr. Gore said in a 
at tiie Royal Cultural 
:ntre. He reiterated the 
same at a press conference 
after talks with die King. 

“Jordan has taken great 
risks for peace and the U.S. 
will demonstrate by its action 
that we are by the Jorda- 
nians’ side,” Mr. Gore said. 

At the joint news confer- 
ence, King Hussein said he 
was “fully satisfied” with Mr. 
Gore’s pledge. 

The King said Jordan ex- 
pects more from Washington 
than the $43 million in milit- 
ary and economic aid prop- 
osed by the administration. 

“First of all because it was 
a commitment,” the King 
said, “and secondly because 
of the leadership role of the 
U.S. in terms of addressing 
similar problems with many 
other friends throughout the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Turkish troops detain villagers 
in Iraq as U.N. voices concern 


ZAKHO, Iraq (Agencies) — 
Turkish troops have detained 
;rs suspected of being 
guerrillas in a huge 
operation against rebels in 
northern Iraq that is drawing 
rising international concern. 

Witnesses said on Wednes- 
day Turkish troops, on the 
third day of a mission involv- 
ing 35,000 soldiers, bad sear- 
ched houses in Derkar 
township, northeast of the 
border of Zakho, and de- 
tained some residents. 

It was unclear how many 
people had been seized or 
their fete. An ear- 

lier report by an Iraqi opposi- 
tion group said hundreds of 
villagers were involved. 

Colonel Dogu Sflachioglu, 
spokesman for the Turkish 
general staff, denied any 
moves against civilians, dis- 
missing reports as “terrorist 

propaganda.” 

The United Nations said it 
was worried about the fate of 
Kurdish refugees in northern 
Iraq as the massive Turkish 
attack continues. 

Baghdad’s government and 
official media have made no 
biic comment on the Tur- 
ish incursion. 

“We are very much con- 
cerned because the troops are 
definitely in areas where we 
have resettled the refugees,” 
Viktor Wahlroos, deputy 
U.N. coordinator in Iraq, 
told Reuters. 

He said the attack, the 
largest ever mounted by Tur- 
key on Knrdish guerrilla 
bases in northern Iraq, was 
hampering the distribution of 
relief aid to needy Iraqi 
Kurds there. 

“Refugees and villagers 
are not to be touched, are not 
to be harassed,” Mr. Wah- 


B2 


Iraq demands 
Turkish pullout 

BAGHDAD (AP) — The 
Foreign Ministry on 
Wednesday protested a 
Turkish military push into 
northern Iraq and deman- 
ded tiie immediate with- 
drawal of Turkish forces. 

The official Iraqi News 
Agency quoted a ministry 
spokesman as saying in a 
statement issued in Bagh- 
dad that Turkish troops 
have advanced some 40 
kilometres into Iraqi terri- 
tOty “on the pretext of pur- 
suing elements who seek to 
disrupt the Turkish state's 
internal security.'’ 

“Iraq considers this Tur- 
kish operation a violation 
of Iraq’s sovereignty, and 
expresses its regret over 
and protest at the Turkish 
forces' violation of Iraq’s 
territories,” be said in toe 
statement. 

“Therefore, Iraq calls for 
the Turkish forces’ with- 
drawal, and for putting an 
immediate end to this U.S. 
interference launched from 
inside Turkish territory, in 
order to guarantee Iraq’s 
security and sovereignty 
and the region’s security 
and stability. 

Iraq held the U.S. gov- 
ernment responsible for 
“creating abnormal cir- 
cumstances” which 
threatened the stability and 
security of both Iraq and' 
Turkey, and of Iraq’s 
Kurds, the statement said. 


lroos said. 

He said the U.N. feared 
for toe safety of about 4,500 
refugees who were now 


it op in the fighting. 
About 13,000 Kurds of 
Turkish origin have fled 
fighting between Turkish 
troops and the rebel Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK). The 
U.N. resettled some 8,600 of 
them in camps 160 kilometres 
away from Turkish border to 
ensure they were not seen as 
a launching pad for the guer- 
rillas. 

The U.N. official said the 
Turkish raid also delayed 
arrival of relief convoys to 
Iraqi Kurds. Mr. Wahlroos 
said more than 150 U.N. 
relief trucks were held up on 
the Turkish side of the border 
amid a 40-kilometre-long 
queue of vehicles. 

In Zakho, a Turkish officer 
said his forces were ready to 
stay in northern Iraq for up to 
a year in order to defeat the 
PKK rebels holed up in the 
region's hills and mountains. 

“It can be a month, a year. 
We’ll stay here until we have 
defeated them,” tiie officer 
told foreign journalists near 
this border town on condition 
his name not be used. 

Ip Ankara, Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman Fernat Ata- 
man said Wednesday that 
Turkish troops would be pul- 
led out when their mission is 
complete and goals readied, 
but gave no date. 

“With today’s fighting 207 
PKK fighters have died. We 
only lost seven soldiers,” the 
Turkish major said. 

North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) gov- 
ernments, alarmed at the 
prospect of a new crisis in the 
Western alliance, struggled 
to cover up cracks over Tur- 
key's mili tary incursion into 
Iraq. 
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Bridge is symbol 
that Iraq survives 


Supreme court start hearings on lawsuit against treaty 


By Eileen Alt Powell 

Tbe Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — Iraqis are 
celebrating the latest sym- 
bol of their defiance., the 
reconstruction of a 336- 
metre bridge destroyed by 
allied bombers during the 

Gulf war. 

The 14th of July Bridge 
across the muddy Tigris 
River was rebuilt despite 
nearly five years of U.N. 
sanctions that bar Iraq from 
exporting its oil or import- 
ing needed goods. 

The intricate steel sus- 
pension bridge, whose tow- 
ers rise 25 metres above the 
roadbed, spans a muddy 
stretch of the Tigris River 
through Baghdad. 

“The Americans, the dir- 
ty Americans, thought we 
couldn't do it because of the 
sanctions,” Iraq's industry 
minister, Hassan Kama! A1 
Majid, said at a dedication 
ceremony Sunday. 

But since the war Iraq 
has rebuilt bridges, refiner- 
ies, government buildings 
and rectories “even better 
than before,” the minister 
said. 

Schoolgirls waved flags 
and pom-poms and chanted 
President Saddam Hus- 
sein’s name. Baghdadis 
flocked to the site, creating 
the new bridge's first traffic 
jam. 

State television carried a 
20-minute programme 
showing President Saddam 
saying prayers on the 
bridge. 

While the sanctions cause 
food and medical shortages, 
the government manages to 
keep things going. Western 
diplomats in Baghdad say 
the country is surviving on 
its oil. 

Although Iraq is permit- 
ted to export up to 7Q,000 
barrels of oil a day to Jor- 
dan to buy necessities, the 
diplomats say much more is 
leaving the country — but 
at sharply discounted 
prices. 

They estimate Iraqi trad- 
ers may be moving more 
than 200,000 barrels daily 
— twice what U.S. officials 
previously estimated — 
through clandestine chan- 
nels. 

Increasingly Iraqi oil also 
is being trucked to Iran, a 
nation with which Iraq 
fought a war from 1980 to 
1988, said the diplomats, 
who insisted on anonymity. 

Estimated oil earnings of 
between $800 million and 
$1 billion a year have 


helped bolster Iraq's eco- 
nomy but come nowhere 
near the S12 billion its oil 
was earning annually before 
the Gulf war. 

Iraqi officials say they 
have no information about 
such oil shipments. And 
they say it is a struggle to 
meet the needs of Iraq's 18 
million people. 

“Outside the country, 
we're doing our best to con- 
vince the international com- 
munity to put pressure on 
America to convince them 
to lift the sanctions,'' said 
Parliament Speaker Saadi 
Mehdi Saleh. 

“Inside the country, we 
do our best to provide peo- 
ple with the things they 
need and to increase pro- 
duction /’ be said. 

He bristled at U.S. 
allegations that the regime 
is squandering its money to 
rebuild military industry 
and construct palaces rather 
than helping suffering 
citizens. 

“We first rebuilt and 
fixed the damage to our 
factories and buildings. 
And then we fixed the 
palaces of the govern- 
ment,” Mr. Saleh said. 
“They don't belong to Sad- 
dam Hussein. They are for 
the government.” 

Iraqi government spend- 
ing continues for health and 
education programmes, 
though at a fraction of the 
pre-war level, Mr. Saleh 
said. But while Iraq has the 
skilled labour to cany out 
most projects, it lacks cru- 
cial spare parts. 

Mr. Saleh said, for exam- 
ple, that “problems with 
electricity still hamper us. 
especially in industry and 
agriculture.” 

The U.N. Children’s 
Fund, (UNICEF), the In- 
ternational Committee of 
the Red Cross and other aid 
agencies have provided 
thousands of dollars to keep 
Iraq’s water treatment 
plants and sewerage system 
operating. 

But Thomas Ekvall, 
director of the UNICEF 
office here, says there are 
troubles with both the qual- 
ity and quantity of water. 

“The problem is far 
beyond what we can help 
with," he said. 

Although Iraq has re- 
paired many of its oil wells 
and refineries. Oil Minister 
Safa Jawad A1 Haboubi 
says it will take 14 months 
after sanctions are lifted to 
boost production back to 
the pre-war level of 3.5 
million barrels a day. 


AMMAN (AP) — The Sup- 
reme Court on Wednesday 
began hearing an unpre- 
cedented lawsuit filed by two 
women against the govern- 
ment and Parliament charg-' 
ing that the peace treaty with 
Israel is unconstitutional and 
violates their rights. 

Muheeba Haddadin and 
her mother Fadha, who are 
demanding the annulment of 
the treaty, also alleged that 
the Oct. 26 treaty violates 
Arab and Palestinian rights 
and will lead to ethnic and 


religious wars in the region. 

The two Christian women 
contend that the treaty, 
which ended a 46-year state 
of war between Jordan and 
Israel, undermines “Christ- 
ian belief m the Holy Bible.” 
A government lawyer, 
Fuad Abu Zeina, declared 
during die one-boar court 
session that the lawsuit has 
no legpl base. 

He pointed out that the 
treaty was ratified by Paxiia- 
ment and was thus constitu- 
tional. 


Mr. Abu Zeina also chal- 
lenged the Supreme Court's 
jurisdiction to hear the case. 

The lawsuit argues that the 
“treaty is unconstitutional 
because it concedes Arab 
land in Palestine, which is 
part of the Arab Nation ... 
and the people who signed 
the document are not autho- 
rised to concede Arab land.” 

Ms. Haddadin, a lawyer, 
told the Associated Press in a 
telephone interview after the 
bearing that the treaty recog- 


nises the State of Israel and 
therefore it meant “conced- 
ing Arab land.” 

“This is a dear violation of 
Arab and Palestinian rights 
and overstepping of author- 
ity,” she said. 

The lawsuit contends that 
die peace accord distorts his- 
torical facts. Ms. Haddadin 
and her mother say that 
“Jews never bad a nation in 
Palestine ever in history, and 
recognising such a right for 
them now contradicts and 
distorts history.” 


Canadian committee to 
probe Somalia incidents 


Afghan government troops dig in againstTaiibans 


KABUL (Agencies) — 
Afghan government troops 
faded the Taliban militia in a 
tense stand-off soutb of 
Kabul on Wednesday and a 
Taliban commander said 
Afghan President Borfaanud- 
din Rabbani had forfeited all 
trust. 

The commander. Mullah 
Mohammad Rabbani (no re- 
lation), said government 
troops most return to their 
previous lines near the capital 
before any peace talks could 
take place. 

“Rabbani has broken ev- 
ery promise and commitment 
he has made to us in the 
past,” the Taliban comman- 
der said. “If they give us back 
all the positions we occupied 
around Kabul, then we will 
know they are ready for 
negotiations.'’ 

A government offensive 
against the Taliban-held hills 
to the south and southwest of 
Kabul forced the Talibans to 
retreat about 15 kilometres 
further south at the weekend. 

A Defence Ministry 


spokesman said the govern- 
ment troops had inflicted 
heavy losses on the Talibans. 

Mullah Rabbani said bis 
units bad retreated intact be- 
cause they wanted to prevent 
any harm to civilians living 
near their former headquar- 
ters at Charasyab, which they 
captured from opposition 
leader Gulbuddin Hekmaty- 
ar in February. 

Mullah Rabbani said the 
Talibans accepted U.N. 
proposals for an interim 
administration to take over 
from tbe president, whose 
self-extended term expired 
on Dec. 28. 

President Rabbani has 
stayed on, arguing there was 
no legitimate mechanism to 
which he could transfer pow- 
er. 

The United Nations had 
hoped to supervise a hand- 
over on Tuesday, the Afghan 
New Year’s Day, but U.N. 
special envoy Mahmoud 
Mestiri said the interim au- 
thority was not ready. 

The United Nations, now 


hoping for a transfer of pow- 
er next month, has appealed 
for a ceasefire to allow nego- 
tiations. 

An Afghan government 
commander, gazing through 
Russian-made binoculars at 
Taliban positions a few 
kilometres away at Moham- 
med Agha, said he had no 
immediate orders to launch a 
new offensive. 

“We are in a defensive 
position,” Genera] Moin 
said. “We don’t have any 
plans to attack them, but if 
they fire a single shot first, by 
the grace of God, we wiU 
drive them out of Logar Pro- 
vince.'’ 

Judging by the effort put 
into preparing the frontline 
against Taliban attack it 
would appear that the Rab- 
bani forces do not want to 
lose it. 

No artillery fire was ex- 
changed on the southern 
frontline and neither was 
there any civilian traffic pas- 
sing ftom Mohammad Agha 
to Kabul. 


People who had walked 
through the mountains to 
pro- Rabbani frontlines said 
the Talibans were not letting 
buses pass. If true, this would 
be a reversal of their original 
policy which was to free all 
roads of checkposts and 
blockades. 

To the west of Kabul on 
the frontlines near the pro- 
vincial capital Maidanshar, a 
Defence Ministry official said 
there had been no change in 
the situation — a military 
stalemate. 

He said that in the western 
Afghan province of Farah. 
the Talibans had never cap- 
tured the strategic military 
airbase of Shindand as 
claimed in some earlier press 
reports. 

Tbe Defence Ministry 
spokesman said the Talibans, 
who initially made some ter- 
ritorial gains, had now been 
pushed out of Farah. 

Fighting was going on in or 
around the town of Dilaram 
in adjacent Nimroz province, 
the official said. 


OTTAWA (AP) — A civi- 
lian panel was established 
Tuesday to investigate the 
actions of Canadian soldiers 
daring U.N. peacekeeping 
operations in Somalia two 
years ago. 

Defence Minister David 
Collenette convened the 
panel under the national de- 
fence act. 

The unprecedented inquiry 
will be conducted in public. 
Similar investigations in the 
past, including a military- 
dominated panel that looked 
at some aspects of the Soma- 
lia mission 18 months ago, 
were held in private. 

The new panel will likely 
take up to two months in 
preparation before it starts 
hearings. 

Mr. Collenette has said the 
civilian inquiry will look at all 
aspects of the Canadian air- 
borne regiment’s operations 
m Somalia. 

The now-disbanded regim- 
ent went to Somalia in De- 
cember 1992 and spent six 
months there as part of a 
United Nations force charged 
with restoring order and 
escorting aid shipments. 

Daring its stay, the regim- 
ent was involved in several 
incidents in which Somalis 
were killed, including one in 
March 1993 in which 16-year- 
old Shidane Arone was 
beaten and tortured to death 
in a bunker at the Canadian 
camp. 

There have been com- 
plaints that the investigation 
was botched and soldiers 
were told to destroy evi- 
dence. Some have suggested 


that officials tried to shield 
tben-Defence Minister Kim 
Campbell from Somalia fall- 
out to protect her run for the 
Conservative leadership and 
the prime minister’s job. 

During court martial over 
the last year, witnesses have 
said beatings of Somali civi- 
lians were not uncommon in 
the Canadian compound. 

Four soldiers, including 
two officers, were convicted 

of various charges in Arone's 
death. 

Private Kyle Brown re- 
ceived the stiffest sentence — 
five years for manslaughter 
and torture. 

Major Tony Seward, who 
told his men they could 
“abuse” prisoners, was con- 
victed of negligent perform- 
ance of duty and given a 
severe reprimand. His direc t 
subordinate, * platoon com- 
mander Captain Mike Sox, 
was demoted to lieutenant 
and given a severe reprimand 
after he was convicted of 
negligent performance of 
duty. 

The event in Somalia, cou- 
pled with the broadcast of a 
pair of amateur videotapes, 
ied Mr. Collenette to disband 
the parachute regiment ear- 
lier this month. One of thjs 
videos showed airborne sol- 
diers in Somalia making ra- 
cist, boastful remarks. The 
other showed paratroopers 
back home engaged in a haz- 
ing ritual that included eating 
vomit and feces. 

Mr. Collenette decided the 
regiment and its reputation 
were past salvaging. 


Car thieves find heaven 
Turkish assault in Iraq raises Western concern on earth in Gaza Strip 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s 
huge cross-border attack on 
separatist Kurdish guerrillas 
in northern Iraq has raised 
concerns abroad about the 
late of refugees in the region. 

The operation, involving 
up to 35,000 troops advanc- 
ing 40 kilometres into Iraq, 
also provoked concerns ab- 
out its legality, particularly in 
Europe, where Turkey 
aspires to closer economic 
and political ties. 

President Suleyman De- 
mirel said Turkey was “abso- 
lutely determined to elimin- 
ate this major provocation” 
of separatist Kurds, but said 
care was taken not to hurt 
civilians. 

He spoke on Turkish tele- 
vision as reports flowed of 
Turkish planes pounding 
Kurdish rebel camps along a 
300 kilometres front inside 
northern Iraq and ground 
forces advancing in pursuit of 


guerrillas of the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK). 

Turkish troops, speaking 
from Iraq on Turkish televi- 
sion. vowed to stay until the 
PKK was destroyed: “We 
will not leave until they are 
finished. Wherever they go. 
we will chase them.” 

“The aim is to cause as 
much destruction as possi- 
ble,'’ said one military official 
back m Turkey, summing up 
the operation which started 
before dawn on Monday 

The United Nations said it 
would be a “very serious 
matter” if reports were veri- 
fied from the Iraqi border 
town of Zakho that Turkish 
troops bad rounded up Tur- 
kish Kurdish civilians and 
taken them across the border 
to Turkey. The U.N. refugee 
agency assists a total of 
13,000 Turkish Kurds in 
northern Iraq. 

The European Union said 


the incursion broke interna- 
tional law, violating Iraq’s 
territorial integrity. 

But. while the United 
States asked Ankara to keep 
the operation as limited as 
possible, it tacitly endorsed 
the move after assurances 
that civilians would be safe- 
guarded. 

“There is nothing that war- 
rants foreign reaction,” Mr. 
Deminsl said. “The terror- 
ists... cross the border to 
come and kill our people. It is 
impossible to tell us not to do 
anything in the face of this... 
this is also in line with inter- 
national law.” 

Anatolian news agency 
quoted Prune Minister Tansu 
Ciller as saying she was sure 
no civilians bad been killed. 

An Iraqi opposition group, 
the Iraqi National Congress 
(INC), said in a statement 
that Turkish paratroopers 
had dropped on villages 25 


kilometres northeast of 
Dohuk in the east of the 
region, controlled by Iraqi 
Kurds since the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

But a tank advance to- 
wards the district of Shrran- 
ish, northeast of the Iraqi 
border town of Zakho, bad 
met heavy resistance from 
Kurdish guerrillas, it said. 

The INC also said troops 
carried- out house-to-house 
searches. 

Turkey’s general staff 
spokesman Colonel Dogu 
Silahtioglu said in Diyarba- 
kir, command centre for the 
operation, that at least 24 
PKK members were killed. 
Eight soldiers were also 
dead. 

The colonel's casualty fi- 
gure contrasted sharply with 
one of 200 PKK rebels being 
killed, with no Turkish 
casualties, given Tuesday by 
Defence Minister Golban- 


New Age mystics flock to Egypt’s ancient pyramids 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s 
ancient pyramids have oe- 
come a centre of pilgrimage 
for thousands of New Age 
mystics who flock from 
around the world to seek 
the “energy” of the spirits 
of the pharaohs. 

The granite walls of the 
pyramids and temples echo 
to the sound of chanting as 
this new brand of tourists — 
mostly American and 
women — brave the threat 
of Islamic militant violence 
in tbe search for inspira- 
tion. 

Eyes closed, hand-in- 
hand, around 20 Americans 

f athered in a circle in the 
eart of the 4,500-year-old 
great pyramid in the funeral 
chamber of Cheops. 

“Breathe, concentrate 
your energy,” barked a 
woman dressed in a buge 
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blue tee-shirt. “Ask our 
ancestors to help us.” 

One woman cried as she 
prayed. Another adopted 
the lotns position and 
started up her video 
camera. 

When the group emerged 
from the long corridor out 
of the pyramid their faces 
were flushed with pleasure. 
“It was a marvellous experi- 
ence. spiritual as well as 
cultural,” said Jane Cotton, 
a 63-year-old woman from 
Chicago. 

Zahi Hawas, head of 
antiquities for the three 


pyramids of Cheops, 
Shephren and Mycerinos 
southwest of Cairo, said: 


“This sort of tourist is not 
put off by terrorism.” 
Mohammad Nazmy 
heads a tourism agency cal- 
led Sphinx which specialises 
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in spiritual trips. “Every 
year we deal with 1,500 to 
2,000 people. Fifteen years 
ago^ there were only 20 to 

He is already taking re- 
servations for tum-of-the- 
century celebrations on 
Dec. 31, 1999. 

Tbe Great Pyramid, tbe 
only one of the seven won- 
ders of the world still sur- 
viving. attracts its band of 
followers .at sunrise. 

Among them are the 
Rosicnidens, a Californian 
sect whose temple in San 
Jose is shaped like an Egyp- 
tian temple. 

“The pyramids have a 
particular shape and were 
built according to the power 
of the spirit, they give cer- 
tain vibrations, says the 
sect's representative in 
Egypt, Miiad Zakhary. 

Other groups such as “11/ 


11” and “Power Places” 
organise gatherings of three 
to four hundred people at 
suitable times. Some dress 
entirely in white or in a 
tarboosh, a cap like a fez. 

Andrew, a young Briton 
who came to Egypt with 
several friends, brought 
with him a “Star Gate”, a 
tubular copper structure 
which is supposed to create 
“a strong energy field.” 

Mystics most ask permis- 
sion from the Egyptian anti- 
quities office to visit the 
pyramids outside normal 
hours. They pay $35 for a 
group of 15, and $15 for 
each extra person. 

“There are at least four 
to five groups a month, 
each one with around 20 
people. Most are Amer- 
icans and women,” said 
Mohammad Hemeida, a 
local inspector of anti- 


quities. 

Egyptians themselves are 
rarely interested, but on 
Friday one of them waited 
in vain for Solomon, son of 
the prophet David, for 
several hours on top of the 
137-metre high Cheops 
pyramid. 

The Imhotep association, 
named after the architect of 
the Djoser and Saqqara 
pyramids, sees itself as 
more scientific than the 
New Age sects and has 
been meeting regularly in 
Cairo for the last nine 
years. 

“The pyramids represent 
an energy point and sym- 
bolise the way geometric 
forms can be used to create 
a vibrational power,” said 
architect Ibrahim Karim, 
one of the group's leaders. 

Antiquities chief Hawas 
tried to explain the attrac- 


tion. “The pyramids have 
something magical about 
them because nobody 
knows how they were built. 
Some think they are the 
work of extra-terrestrials.” 

He distinguishes between 
simple pyramid worship- 
pers who be respects be- 
cause “they have a dream,” 
and the more dangerous 
fanatics such as an Amer- 
ican who wanted to dig 
underneath tbe Great Pyra- 
mid to find documents he 
said would change the 
world. 

Mr. Hawas himself is 
sceptical of repeated 
attempts to uncover tbe sec- 
rets of the pyramids. 

“Some people sometimes 
say they hear Cheops talk- 
ing to them at night. But it 
is only the rats making a 
noise/' he said. 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestinian police have come 
up with a novel way to com- 
bat car theft: legalise it. 

Faced with thousands of 
stolen and uninsured cars in 
the Gaza Strip, tbe police 
decided on a drastic solution. 

Adverts were placed in 
Arabic language newspapers 
on March 1 informing people 
they had until April 5 to 
license vehicles “not pre- 
viously allowed to be reg- 
istered.” 

Gaza police chief General 
Ghazi Jabali said more than 
500 cars — stolen in Israel — 
had already been registered. 

“We have not spoken to 
Israel about this issue, but 
after April 5 we will not allow 
any more stolen cars into 
Gaza.” 

“After the announced date 
any cars not registered will be 
collected by the police,” he 
said. 

Israeli police spokesman 
Eric Bar Chen voiced disbe- 
lief at the scheme but offered 
an official, “no comment for 
the moment.” 

More than 26,000 cars 
were stolen in Israel last year 
— or 19.2 per thousand vehi- 
cles — and 58 per cent of 
them were not recovered. 

The good citizens of Gaza 
queue up daily at an office 
run by Colonel Ala’a in 
police headquarters. 

He notes down the engine 


and chassis number, colour 
and model. 

The owner signs an under- 
taking not to sell the vehicle 
or drive it into Israeli control- 
led areas. 

He pays $100 for registra- 
tion, renewable every three 
months, and $15 for tetnpor- 


Emad Abu Ramadan, who 
runs a shop in Gaza City, 
could not believe his luck. 

“When I saw the ad, in the 
newspaper, I was very 

K leased and went immediate- 
/ to register my car,” he 
said. 

“I bought a stolen Subaru 


before tbe Israelis left Gaza. 
The same model would have 
cost two or three times die 
price normally. 

“But that was during the 
Israeli occupation when we 
thought anything we could do 
against them was right. 

“Now the Palestinian 
police are here and our gov- 
ernment is enforcing tbe law 
we have to respect it,” be 
-explained. 

Mr. Abu Ramadan was-the . 
54th ^person to register and 
nowias the special plate for 
stolen care — pink lettering 
on a white background. He is 
number 22,054 — police be- 
gan the system at 22,000. 

Now he is legal and has 
taken out insurance for the 
first time. 

Previously only stolen care 
driven by the police were 
insured on the strip. 

The phenomenon has pro- 
duced more than one bizarre 
incident. 

A member of the Palesti- 
nian preventive security ser- 
vices. who asked to be identi- 
fied only as Ibrahim, bought 
a hot car for $3,000 in Janu- 

ai ^t was stolen from him 
within a few weeks, but be 
traced it and found at the 
wheel of another member of tbe 
security service who had also 
bought it cheaply. 

They finally went to then- 
boss who formed a commit- 
tee of senior officers who 
ruled in favour of tbe second 
man. 

Unlike his more wfly col- 
league, Ibrahim had noted 
down neither the plate nor 
engine numbers. “I just knew 
what it looked like/’ he 
admitted. 

Locals say most new can 
are suspect in Gaza, and the 
bigger they are the more like- 
ly were stolen. 

Not surprisingly there are 
few new car dealers on tbe 
strip, but plenty of people 
offering vehicles recently 
“imported” from Israel. 
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J* 2 * Colombo (RJ) 

17:15 Now York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

- Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

London. Berlin (RJ) 

Athens (RJ) 

1252"” Abu Dhabi. Al *Ain (RJ) 

J**® 5 Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 

- Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

■J®* 3 ® — . Athens. Lamaca (Rj) 

2,:M Rome, Uroaca (RJ) 


Other nights (Terminal 2) 

18*8 Muscat. Doha (GF) 

Sharqah (AH) 

13*6 Riyadh (SV) 

17:88 Doha (Q7) 

17:5f Paris. Damascus (AF) 

** Cairo (MS) 

Jf 2 ® Beirut (ME) 

Istanbul (TK) 

al:, « Amsterdam (KL) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 
(Terminal 1 ) 

25*5 Beirut (RJ) 


.. Beirut (RJ) 
.. Aqaba {RJ? 
.AT Ain (RJ) 


... Abu Dhabi. AT Ain (RJ) 
... Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

Montreal. Toronto (Rj) 

Rome (RJ) 

Paris (RJ) 

; London i RJ) 

Lamaca. Athens <Rj) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

....... Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

Koala Lumpur. Jakarta (Rj) 
Jeddah (Rj) 


Otiwr Flights (Terminal 2) 

K"7K-Bsa-.BSSSi 


17:15 Dubai (EK) 

1M9 Damascus, Doha (QT) 

2149 Cairo (MS) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAM 

Dip. Amman ... LdO s.m. every Monty 
Ait. Damascus 5:00 pm. every Monty 
Dep.lhmam 7 J 0 am every Sooty 
Ait- A m— n .... 5.-00 p jil every Sunty 

MARKET prices 

Vppcr/lo* CT pries in Gh per kg. 

Apple 700/5W 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) 

Cabbage 1 QQ>~ 

Carrot 180/80 

Cauliflower 190/120 

Cucumbers (laree) ....... 150/1™ 

Cucumbers (snail) 260 / 180 

Eggplant 160 /W 

Garlic 1200/8® 

Green beans 240/ 150 

Lemon 320/200 

Marrow (large) 100 / 1 ® 

Marrow (small) 140/80 

Omtmtereen) 220/140 

Onion (dry) 350/250 

Orange 530/370 

Pfcas 5tW4»: 

P*Pper(hot) 380/21® 

Pepper (swaa) 300/200 

Potato 320/ 1#, 

Spinach 160 1 

String Bans 420/35® 

Tomato 30W150 
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: : to tighten administrative control 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker Wednesday decided 
r. to set up a committee to 
v'.ji follow up the implementation 
: . of recommendations and de- 

• -3 • curious by the Lower House 

of Parliament Finance Com- 
t - mrttee calling for tighter con- • 

! ■: trol and stricter financial me- 
:,'i ' asnres by govenunent depait- 
ments. 

The prime minister also 
issued a communique to gov- 

• .'‘V eminent departments and 

ministries asking them to 
study the Lower House of 

- parliament's decision on Feb. 

■■ IS approving its finance com- 

' mittee’s report and recom- 
. . -■*. * mendations included in the 
■ -- “ report regarding the 1992-93 
Audit Bureau's reports and 
: ,. /; ■ take the suitable procedure 
to address financial and 
. administrative violations. 
rr . ._•■■■ The committee's report 
stressed there was a general 
weakness in the adnunistra- 
" : don and performance of gov- 
ernment departments and in- 

• ' competence on the part of 
~ the employees. 

The report referred to the 
■••“i ministry of finance's practice 
of extending loans to firms 
; operating at a loss, noting 

- that until the end of last year, 

- such loans amounted to JD 

• - . 120 milli on. 

' j The report also pointed oat 
. - that contractors canying out 

government projects were 
: slow in finishing them, and it 
;- r •_ recommended that thorough 
■’ 'T‘ - feasibility studies be made 
. ■ before the start of any pro- 

jecL 





Mi 

Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 

It also pointed to embez- 
zlements and fraud with re- 
gard to public hinds, as in- 
cluded in the Audit Bureau’s 
reports, and recommended 
that the government take 
steps to safeguard such funds. 

The report referred to 
violations of government reg- 
ulations concerning the 
appointment of government 
employees and recom- 
mended that the Inspection 
and Control Bureau be given 
wider authorities to control 
the appointments procedure 
and recommended that the 
Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) should come under the 
jurisdiction of the Audit 
Bureau since it is a public 
organisation. 

The committee set up by 
the prime minister Wednes- 
day will be headed by Minis- 


id heavg 
iza Strin 


ter of Administrative De- 
velopment Mohieddin Toq 
and will indude as members 
the president of the inspec- 
tion and Control Bureau, a 
representative of the Legisla- 
tion and Opinion Bureau as 
well as the secretaries general 
of the ministries of Industry 
and Trade, Justice and Plan- 
ning. 

The committee will follow 
up the implementation of the 
Lower House’s Finance 
Committee recommenda- 
tions in cooperation with all 
the concerned ministries and 
government departments. 

The prime minister’s deci- 
sion was taken in accordance 
with the government’s com- 
mitments expressed before 
the House during the dismis- 
sion of the Audit Bureau's 
1992-93 reports. 


Japan grants Jordan $llm to help 
address deficit in balance of payments 

Tokyo to extend additional $14m to water, health sectors 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Japan on 
Wednesday signed an agree- 
ment with Jordan under 
which Tokyo would provide 
$11 million in grant to the 
Kingdom to address the de- 
ficit in its balance of pay- 
ments, a Japanese embassy 
statement said. 

The statement said the 
Tokyo government would 
also offer another $14 million 
in aid to Jordan’s water and 
health sectors within a 
month. 

The agreement, signed by 
Japanese Ambassador Yuji 
Ikeda and acting Planning 
Minister Samir Kawar on 
Wednesday, involved one bil- 
lion yen ($11 million) in what 
the statement described as 
unconditional non-project 
grant that could be used by 
Jordan to finance imports 
from any source. 

The grant “aims at assist- 
ing the balance of payment of 
Jordan, and encouraging the 
efforts on the Jordanian side 
with regard to the structural 
adjustment programme 
worked out with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and the World Bank.” 

That was a reference to an 
IMF-prescribed programme 
that Jordan launched in 1989 
after approaching the world 


body for help with its $8.3 
billion foreign debt 

The Kingdom strictly 
adhered to the programme 
and managed to bring down 
its debts to around $5 billion 
at the end of 1994 after can- 
cellation of some major con- 
tracts, debt buybacks and 
partial cancellation of debts 
from Western creditors. 

About $1.8 billion of the 
debts have been rescheduled 
to periods exceeding more 
than 30 years. 

Jordan is seeking more 
debt relief from creditors, 
most of them grouped under 
the Paris Club of govern- 
ments, after securing $200 
million in relief from the 
U.S., $75 million from Bri- 
tain, $50 million from Ger- 
many, $25 million from 
Switzerland and $5 million 
from France. 

The U.S. is in the process 
of extending another $500 
million debt write-off to Jor- 
dan. 

France is also offering a 
debt-equity swap of $100 mil- 
lion, which in effect would 
mean a cancellation of about 
$30 million in the Kingdom’s 
dues to Paris. 

According to Ministry of 
Finance statistics, Japan 
bolds JD 1.25 billion ($1.81 
billion) of the Kingdom’s 
debts. About JD165 million 
(about $235 million) of this 



Acting Minister of Planning Samir Kawar 
and Japanese Ambassador to Jordan Yuji 
Ikeda. Wednesday sign a grant agree- 


ment for $11 million to help Jordan 
address Its deficit in its balance of pay- 
ments (Petra photo) 


amount have been resche- 
duled. 

Japanese diplomats say 
Tokyo, a strong supporter of 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess, is willing to make more 
funds available to the King- 
dom as long as Amman con- 
tinues to implement the IMF 
programme, which aims at 


zero budget deficit by the 
year 1998. 

In 1993, the Japanese gov- 
ernment extended loans of 
$131 million to Jordan’s ener- 
gy sector. 

Wednesday’s grant raised 
to $26 million the amount of 


outright Japanese aid to Jor- 
dan since 1993. 

“The Japanese govern- 
ment is also planning to ex- 
tend additional $14 million 
grants within a month’’ to 
help Jordan's water and 
health sectors, the embassy 
statement said. 


Princess Basma stresses 
women’s force of change 


NEW YORK (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
ma said there is a strong 
national and international 
force that believes in the im- 
portance of the role of 
women in leading h umani ty 
to a better future. This force, 
the Princess said, & capable 
of inducing change and 
directing societies towards 
. reinforcing and activating this 
role. 

Addressing -tiie prepara-' 
tory meeting for the World ' 
Conference on Women that"' 
will be held in Beijing, China 
in September, Princess Bas- 
ma said the Beijing confer- 
ence is of paramount import- 
ance and necessitates 


r . 


preparations to produce fruit- 
ful results. 

Princess Basma briefed the 
participants on Jordan's 
achievements in the field of 
women and the noticeable 
progress in women’s status in 
the Kingdom, especially the 
appointment of a large num- 
ber of women as members of 
nmnidpaJ councils. 

The Jordanian delegation 
to the conference will present 
-a draft proposal that indudes 
recommendations and sug- 
gestions to amend 27 articles 
of the international draft plan 
of action of the U.N. treaty 



to eliminate all sorts of discri- 
mination against women, 
combat illiteracy, allow 
women access to dedsion- 

The draft olan of action 
covers 11 subjects that deal 
with poverty and its influence 
on women, inequal access to 
education between genders 
and the impact of armed con- 
flicts on women as well as the 
role of the media in promot- 
ing women's contributions to 
the society. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


its ** 5 


ARABIC MUSIC FESTIVAL 

An iHostrated lecture entitled **1116 Music Map of 
Jordan by Ynsra Jawhariefa Araita at the Royal 
Cultural Centre, conference hall, on Thursday at 6:30 
p.m. 

.. * MnacaJ performance by “Irbid Arab Music Ensemble” 
with conductor Dr. Mohammad Gahwanmeh (24 vocal- 
ists and 16 instrumentalists) at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, conference hafl, on Thursday at 8:00 p.m. 

☆ Musical per f or m ance by the orchestra and band of the 
National Musk Conservatory, with conductor Moham- 
mad Sidiq, at the Royal Cultural Cadre, conference 
hall, on Friday at 8:00 p.m. 

FIELD TRIP 

^ Field trip, organised by Friends of Archaeology (FoA) 
Society, to Deir Abi Said and A1 Kurah. Departure wfll 
be on Friday In private cars from FoA Center at 8:00 

PJH. 

FILM 

. ^ FN™ entitled “Stand and Deliver” at the American 
r ' ’ Carter on Thnrsday at 5:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

- fr Exhibition of art by Ahmad Al Babfli and M uhammad 
All at the Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art. 

v Exhibition of books ^ing with Arab and Tdamip 
subjects at Institato Cervantes (the Spanish Cultural 
Centre). 

* Exhibition of abstract art by “Alia’ ’Ammonra and oO 
paintings by Salman 'Abbas at Orfafi Art Gallery. 


Cottural Genre. Also displaying oil paintings by Munira 
Al TunisJya. 

Exhibition of paintings by several artists entitled 
“Faces” at the Balqaa Art Gallery, Fnhtis. 

•’ Exhibition of art by Rida Shukairy at the French 
\ Cnhrual Centre. 

•’ Exhibition by Syrian artist Marwan Qassab Bashi at 
Darat Al Fmum. Also showing a permanent exhibition of 
; contemporary Arab artists. 

Exhibiti on of women’s abstract artists entitled “The 
World Through the Eyes of Women” at Raladna Art 
* GaBery. 


‘Jordanian, Israeli tour 
settle tourist numbers 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian and 
Israeli tour operators, 
hotels and Ministry of 
Tourism officials on 
Wednesday settled a prob- 
lem that arose after a large 
number of Israeli tourists 
were turned back from the 
northern crossing into the 
Kingdom last week. Tour- 
ism Minister Abdul Hah 
Khatib said. 

Solving the problem also 
meant a better Israeli 
understanding of the proce- 
dures related to Israeli 
tourists visiting Jordan, and 
that the Israeli Travel 
Agents Association and 
tour operators now under- 
stand that there is no delay 
on the Jordanian ride to 
issue entry permits to 
Israeli tourists, the minister 
told tiie Jordan Times. 

“The head of the Israeli 
Travel Agents Association vi- 
sited Amman today 
(Wednesday) and held talks 
with Jordanian tour oper- 
ators, hotel executives and 
Ministry of Tourism offi- 
cials,” Mr. Khatib said. 
“They reviewed the proce- 
dures related to the issuance 
of entry permits to Israeli and 
related issues.” 


“Now they understand 
that there is no delay from 
the Jordanian side in 
issuing visas for Israeli 
tourists,” riad the minister. 
“What is needed is a little 
bit more of organisation, 
which means that all Israeli 
tourists coming to Jordan 
should not choose to come 
on one single day in the 
week- — 'Thursday. " 

The problem arose when 
several hundred Israeli 
tourists thronged the north- 
ern crossing into Jordan 
last Thursday at the begin- 
ning of a Jewish holiday. 
Their number far exceeded * 
the daily ceiling of 600 set 
by the Jordanian author- 
ities and, as a result, many 
of them were turned away. 

Under an arrangement be- 
tween Jordan and Israel, 
600 Israelis are allowed in 
across the northern bridge 
and 300 across the Wadi 
Araba crossing every day. 
The numbers have been set 
in accordance with the level 
of facilities available in Jor- 
dan to cater to the needs of 
the tourists. 

As a concession to Israeli 
tour operators and tourists 
following last week’s inci- 
dent, Jordan agreed to 
allow in a higher number 
on today (Thursday) as a 


operators 

problem’ 

one-time measure, the 
minister said. 

'There is no need for us 
to increase the number of 
Israeli tourists that we 
allow in every day,” Mr. 
Khatib said, adding that 
less than 20,000 Israeli 
tourists came to Jordan 
since the beginning of the 
year. 

“The figures speak for 
themselves,'' he said, not- 
ing. that tiie average, daily 
visitors numbered around 
350. “There is still large 
room for tourists to come,” 
the minister said, referring 
to the daily ceding of 900. 

The minister said on Sun- 
day that the best way to 
avoid cloggings at the cros- 
sing was for Israelis to 
“spread their visits 
throughout the week rather 
than everybody converging 
on the crossings on 1 Thurs- 
day.” 

Wednesday's meeting 
appeared to put to rest a 
“threat” issued by four 
Israeli tour operators and 
the Israeli Travel Agents 
Association after an 
“emergency" meeting on 
Monday that they would 
boycott Jordan as a tourism 
destination if their 
demand for “speedier” entry 
procedures was not met. 


JEDCO studies prospect of 
trade centre set-up in Dubai 


AMMAN (Petra) — Director 
General of the Jordan Export 
Development and Commer- 
cial Centres Corporation 
(JEDCO) Mohammad 
Halaiqa Wednesday said the 
corporation is currently 
studying the prospect of 
opening a Jordanian trade 
centre m Dubai, the United 
Arab Emirates - (UAE) to 
promote commercial ties and * 
increase the voltime of trade 
exchange between Jordan 


and Arab Gulf countries. 

Dr. Halaiqa, who visited 
the fifth International Spring 
Trade Fair currently held in 
Dubai, said JEDCO will also 
work on increasing Jordanian 
exports to neighbouring 
Asian countries after tiie em- 
ergence of Dubai as an im- 
portant re-export centre. 

He said Jordanian exports 
to the UAE in 1994 totalled 
$45 million, accounting for 37 
per cent of Jordan’s total 


exports to the Arab Gulf, 

He said Jordan’s pavillion 
at the International Spring 
Trade Fair in Dubai is witnes- 
sing an increasing turnout by 
businessmen and traders in 
view of the good reputation 
of the Jordanian industries in 
terms of standards and speci- 
fications. 

Dr. Halaiqa, who returned 
from Dubai recently, said the 
Jordanian pavillion is the 
second largest at the fair. 


Jordan marks International Water Day 


AMMAN (Petra) -- In 
observance of International 
Water Day, the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation 
Wednesday organised, in 
cooperation with the Jordan 
Environment Society and the 
United States Agency for In- 
ternational Development 
(USAID), a seminar entitled 
“conserving water is the dnty 
of all of us.” 

Water and Irrigation 
Minister Saleh Irsheidat said 
in an address at the seminar, 
delivered on his behalf by 
Secretary General of the 
Ministry Mohammad Bani 
Hani, that the main problem 
faring Jordan at present was 
the widening gap between the 


available water resources and 
the increasing demand for 
water. 

Dr. Irsheidat said this in- 
crease in demand was result- 
ing from the rise in popula- 
tion and in. the standards of 
living, noting that further 
rises were expected in view of 
the anticipated boom in the 
industrial and tourism sec- 
tors. 

The ministry, he said, was 
about to face this demand by 
preparing plans, policies and 
projects which will strike a 
balance between the avail- 
able sources and the expected 
rise in demand. 

The minis ter noted that the 
consumption of water in Jor- 


dan, whether for domestic or 
agricultural purposes, 'was 
rationalised compared to in- 
ternational standards. 

According to Dr. 
Irsheidat, the international 
water poverty line stands at 
1,000 cubic metres (cm) per 
annum annually, while in Jor- 
dan the average consumption 
per annum stands at 255 cm. 

He said the Kingdom’s 
observance of International 
Water Day, which was de- 
clared by the United Nation's 
General Assembly, empha- 
sises the Kingdom’s serious- 
ness in dealing with the prob- 
lem of water through coop- 
eration with international 
organisations. 


Private universities vs. government admission standards 


By Ian AtaQa 

Speda] to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — It has now 
been nine years since au- 
thorities first gave local in- 
vestors the green light to 
jump into Jordan's higher 
education system, and the 
newly-fledged private uni- 
versities that have rapidly 
sprung up as a result now 
hold over 12,000 students. 

In that time, the govern- 
ment’s policy of imposing 
its own minimum standards 
on student admissions at 
the private universities has 
grown into a testy issue 
between many educators, 
and a frequent subject of 
heated debate in local 
newspapers. 

The government’s policy 
“is one of the biggest things 
which hamper private uni- 
versities’ development 
here,” maintains Ahmad 
Hourani. a founder and 
administrator at Amman 
Private University, who is 
one of its most vocal critics. 

To his knowledge, he 
argued, “no other govern- 
ment in the world has set 
up such a system,” which 
“denies the basic right of 
any student, no matter who 
he is, to choose for himself 
whether or not to pursue a 
higher education” without 
any outside intervention. 

Equally vocal counter- 
opposition to Dr. Hourani 
ana private university edu- 
cators like him comes from 
public sector officials and 
educators who openly dis- 
trust the private universi- 
ties, which are run by and 


laige on a commercial, for- 
profit basis. 

One such public educator 
is Abdul Rahman Adas, a 
professor at the University 
of Jordan's Faculty of 
Education. 

“If the people in charge 
of these universities under- 
stood the true philosophy 
of higher education, there 
would be no probem” with 
abolishing the government 
limits, he said. “But since 
their number one drive is 
for profit, the government 
must take a decisive role in 
monitoring them.” 

Even if the government 
did eventually drop its 
much-debated policy, 
winch sets a Tawjihi score 
of 60 as the absolute cut-off 
line for student enrollment 
at private universities, as 
opposed to 65 for govern- 
ment universities, “it 
would be a disaster for the 
country,” Dr. Adas said. 

Nationwide standards of 
higher education would be 
drastically compromised, 
and Jordan’s already over- 
crowded employment mar- 
ket, be maintained, would 
be farther overrun "with 
large numbers of unqual- 
ified graduates.” 

“There is no other 
reason for private universi- 
ties to push for dropping 
the limits, other than that 
more students mean more 
money.” 

Hard numbers alone do 
not shed any light on “what 
all the fuss is about” as one 
educator put it. 

According to Ministry of 
Education figures, only a 


very limited group, a hair 
over 5 per cent of the 
31 ,760 students who passed 
the first round of Tawjihi 
exams this year in the sci- 
entific and humanities 
streams, did so with scores 
under 60. 

Final Tawjihi results 
from the three previous 
years do not vary signifi- 
cantly from that mark. 

In addition, any actual 
fire beneath the smoke of 
the debate would appear to 
be further diminished by 
the generally agreed-upon 
perception of educators at 
both the public and private 
universities, that student 
who scores under 60 on the 
Tawjihi has shown doubtful 
prospects for succeeding in 
a university setting anyway. 

What appears to keep 
the issue heated, however, 
is not the actual statistics 
behind it, but the way it has 
neatly fallen between two 
differing camps — those 
like Dr. Adas who are 
skeptical that profit- 
oriented commercialism has a 
place in the Kingdom's uni- 
versities, and those who 
believe the government is 
stunting the development 
of higher education in Jor- 
dan with rigid and overly- 
centralised control of its 
activities. 

Valid points exist on 
both sides, suggested Sulei- 
man Rihani, an assistant 
dean of graduate studies at 
the University of Jordan. 

On the one hand, he 
said, “there is the aspect of 
freedom, of democracy — 
the right of students to 


choose for themselves.” 
But on the other hand, “in 
this early stage of limited 
experience with private 
universities, there has to be 
some form of scrutinisa- 
tion.” 

Whether the govern- 
ment’s 60-mark was justi- 
fied or not in its own right, 
argued one private uni- 
versity official, other policy 
loopholes made it an arbit- 
rary measure nonetheless. 

“People who can afford 
it can easily go study any- 
where outside Jordan with 
a Tawjihi score of under 
60,” said Amin Mahmoud, 
president of Zeituna Uni- 
versity. “And then, when 
they come back, we give 
them accreditation.” 

In addition to that, he 
said, foreign students are 
routinely admitted into the 
Kingdom’s colleges with 
marks under the required 
minimum set for their 
Jordanian counterparts. 

“Either you make the 
minimum for everyone, or 
yon don’t make it at all,” 
Dr. Mahmoud, a fomer 
minister of culture insisted. 
“Why do you discrimin- 
ate?” 

The issue is further com- 
plicated by a third con- 
cerned party — Jordan's 
numerous community col- 
leges, which often serve as 
a second resort for students 
who do not meet the mini- 
mum' Tawjihi marks 
needed for four-year uni- 
versitiies. 

Many community college 
administrators, already 


dealing with cash-strapped 
budgets by-and-large, 
openly worry that abo- 
lishing the 60-mark will no- 
ticeably crimp the size of 
their usually tiny student 
bodies. 

Enrollments at their 
schools range roughly be- 
tween 100 and 400 stu- 
dents. 

When Al Dnstour Arabic 
daily recently published tiie 
opinion of eight community 
college deans on the 60- 
mark issue, none of them 
gave support for abolishing 
it, six of them were openly 
against doing away with the 
mark, and four frankly 
stated that they feared its 
abolishment would hurt the 
interests of their schools. 

One idea that has often 
been floated as a means of 
solving this conflict of in- 
terest between community 
colleges and private univer- 
sities is “bridging.” 

Currently, graduates 
from the two-year com- 
munity colleges face only 
limited chances of con- 
tinning onwards to a foil 
four-year bachelor’s degree 
inside Jordan. Under ex- 
isting regulations, said Dr. 
Mahmoud, the public uni- 
versities only admit the top 
three students from each 
specialty at any community 
college, and the private 
universities take none. 

“Let the private universi- 
ties fill the gap,” suggested 
Dr. Mahmoud. “If the gov- 
ernment universities take 
the top three, let us take 


the rest of the top 10.” This 
way, he said, community 
college students would 
have brighter hopes for 
their academic future, and 
community college heads 
would be more reassured 
about the whole issue of 
the 60-mark. 

Dr. Adas was skeptical 
about the idea of bridging. 

“The community college 
students who come here (to 
the University of Jordan) 
have great difficulties,” be 
said. 

The limited scope and 
quality of education they 
have usually received at 
community colleges, he 
maintained, normally 
leaves them Hi-prepared to 
continue for an additional 
two years at the university 
level. 

Alterations are likely to 
be made to the 60-mark in 
the foreseeable future, 
according to one govern- 
ment official. But rather 
than beingi dropped as 
many private university 
heads are calling for, it will 
actually probably be stif- 
fened, said Nazik 
Outeisbat, secretary of the 
Council of Higher Educa- 
tion. 

“We are doing a study on 

the issue which should be 
completed soon,” she said. 

And rather than lower- 
ing the required minimum, 
the views of most of the 
experts we have talked to 
has been just the opposite. 
They support raising ft in- 
stead.” 
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Vl tnila recalls ambassador; 
threatens to cut Singapore ties 


MANILA (AFP) — Philip- 
-■:ne President Fidel Ramos 
•■•ynt on the offensive against 
?ingapore Wednesday, re- 
velling Manila's ambassador 
ind threatening to cut off 
diplomatic ties over the hang- 
of a Filipina maid con- 
victed of murder. 

The execution in Singapore 
.'riday of Flor Contempla- 
n, deemed by many Filipi- 
as “innocent" and hailed 
:y Mr. Ramos as a 
eroine,” has inflamed 
ion wide anger here, lead- 
.. to street protests, calls to 
. vcott Singaporean Arms 
,_-.d the burning of rhe Sing- 
l jrean flag. 

AlthouglTMr. Ramos and 
'dependent analysts said 
-at the rift will not affect the 
; ry of the Association of 
..-‘ruth East Asian Nations 
. •SEAN), where both are 
.-misers, the issue threatens 
: strangle bilateral ties, for- 
r.lised in 1966. 

In the first of a series of 
-“eves Wednesday. Mr. 
. .mos downgraded the Phi- 
• 'pine mission by recalling 
.-ibassador Alida Ramos 
"ii definitely” and repladng 
-r with a charge d’affaires. 
iv!r. ?x!)inos. whose appeals 


for a stay of the sentence 
were rejected, warned in a 
news conference that if a 
special commission he bad 
formed to investigate the case 
ruled that the maid was un- 
justly hanged, be would not 
hesitate to cut off diplomatic 
relations. 

Singapore's Foreign Minis- 
try expressed sadness at Mr. 
Ramos’ move. 

Mr. Ramos told a news 
conference: “I would like to 
emphasise that we value our 
relationship with other coun- 
tries, yet if this inouiry pro- 
duces evidence to show Con- 
templadon has indeed been 
the victim of injustice from 
another country, we stand 
ready to sever our rela- 
tionship with that country.” 

The commission will begin 
hearings Thursday. 

Ms. Contemplation, a 42- 
year-old mother of four, was 
convicted for the killing of 
another Filipina maid and a 
Singaporean boy in 1991 but 
two witnesses who surfaced 
this month said they have 
evidence to prove otherwise. 

After the hanging, Singa- 
pore Prime Minister Goh 
Chok Tong postponed inde- 
finitely a scheduled official 


visit here next month. 

Also Wednesday Mr. 
Ramos cancelled the sche- 
duled March 29-31 visit to 
Singapore of armed forces 
chief General Arturo Enrile 
and indefinitely postponed 
Philippine-Singapore joint 
naval exercises scheduled in 
July. 

He banned new deploy- 
ments off Filipina maids to 
Singapore and ordered that a 
travel advisory would be 
issued to Filipinos bound for 
Singapore. 

He placed on standby a 
military transport plane to 
repatriate some of the 60,200 
Filipinos working in Singa- 
pore if, “for reasons of per- 
sonal safety,” they wanted to 
come home. 

Mr- Ramos angrily re- 
jected a diplomatic protest by 
Singapore over the burning 
of its flag during a rally in the 
town of Davao, reminding 
the dty state in a veiled swipe 
that there was “freedom of 
expression” in the Philip- 
pines- 

Singapore had demanded 
that the flag-burners be 
punished and future acts be 
prevented. 

Mr. Ramos said Singa- 


pore’s envoy to Manila was 
told late Tuesday “in no on- 
certain terms (of) the Philip- 
pine government’s displea- 
sure and dismay at the lan- 
guage” of the protest. 

Ramos, however, assured 
the protection Singapore 
nationals and property in the 
Philippines and urged Sing- 
aporean authorities to 
“accord the same” to Filipi- 
nos in Singapore. 

Singapore is the second 
largest investor from 
ASEAN to the Philippines, 
pouring in $63.20 million in 
1994. Filipino workers there 
sent bade $91 million last 
year. ASEAN also comprise 
Brunei. Indoensia, Malaysia, 
and Thailand. 

Singapore is also the sixth 
largest employer of Filipino 
workers worldwide. 

Singapore said Wednesday 
that it was recalling its 
ambassador from the Philip- 
pines, hours after Manila 
ordered the downgrading of 
its embassy here. 

“The Singapore govern- 
ment is recalling its Ambassa- 
dor in Manila Tan Seng Chye 
for consultations,” a Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs statement 
said. 




minister, Ulster loyalists meet 


ELF AST (AFP) — A Brit- 
; -.h government minister met 
..ere Wednesday for the first 
,:-ne with loyalist parties link- 
to Ulster paramilitary 
. roues in a move seen as a 
50 forward in the Northern 
7: eland peace process. 

Northern Ireland Minister 
" iichscl An cram was the first 
anistcr to meet with either 
ride in the current series of 
.ipl oratory talks on North- 
.:it Ireland. 

British Prime Minister 
John Major’s office said he 
,*;ave the go-ahead Wednes- 
day for the discussions to 
‘ake place at Stormont Castle 
after the government re- 


ceived assurances that Pro- 
testant paramilitaries would 
move towards decommission- 
ing their weapons. 

Before the meeting, 
however, Billy Hutchinson, 
one of the participants, said 
he did not believe the loyalist 
paramilitaries were ready to 
hand over their guns. 

“They are not sure if there 
is a commitment from the 
British and Irish govern- 
ments, and also they are not 
sure about the framework 
document and where it’s 
going.” he said. 

Republican sources mean- 
while said the Sinn Fein, poli- 
tical wing of the Irish Repub- 


lican Army (ERA), had also 
responded “positively” to a 
proposed agenda for 
ministerial-level talks put for- 
ward by government officials. 

But a Downing Street 
spokesman said Sinn Fein 
could not be invited to such 
talks until they had some 
concession on decommission- 
ing. 

Mitchel McLaughlin, Sinn 
Fein’s national chairman, 
welcomed the government's 
talks with the loyalists, 
saying, “We have consistent- 
ly argued that an indusive 
political process was a pre- 
requisite for agreement for 
political structures." 


parliament sacks local premier 


SIMFEROPOL. Ukraine 
R> — Parliament in 
Ukraine’s pro-Russian separ- 
atist Crimean peninsula dis- 
missed the region's prune 
minister Wednesday after de- 
puties accused him of being 
too sympathetic to author- 
: j’es in Kiev. 

_ The chamber, by a vote of 
58 to 26. dismissed Anatoly 
c ranchuk and also sacked a 
deputy prime minister re- 
T.ponsifcte for the autonomous 


span's economy. 

Mr. Franchuk, whose 


sou 


is married to Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma’s 
daughter, was in hospital suf- 
fering from pneumonia. He 
was dismissed five days after 
Ukraine’s parliament abo- 
lished the region's constitu- 
tion and eliminated the post 
of Crimean president. 

“The prime minister en- 
tered into a plot with those 
who act against our state- 
hood and the tasks assigned 
to us by our voters," pro- 
Russian Deputy Alexander 


Kruglov told die chamber. 

Parliamentary Chairman 
Sergei Tsekov immediately 
proposed Anatoly Drobotov, 
Crimea's agriculture minis- 
ter, to take over as prime 
minister. 

Two-thirds of Crimea’s 2.7 
million residents are ethnic 
Russians and local leaders 
have appealed to Moscow to 
back them against Ukraine. 
But Moscow has said 
Ukraine’s dispute with 
Crimea is an internal affair. 


Golyakov returns after space marathon 


ARKALYK. Kazakhstan 
lR) — Russian cosmonaut 
Valery Polyakov returned to 
earth Y.cdncsday after a re- 

:i -13$ Jays in space which 
1 itiy In Ip man travel to Mars. 

Polyakov, 52, and two 
oilier crew members of the 
orbiting space station Mir, 
looked pale and disoriented 
r* they were helped from the 
con77r.es of their module after 
touchdown on the snow- 
swept steppes of Kazakhstan. 

But as colleagues, doctors 
and family milled around 
them they recovered their 
spirits. Polyakov raised a cup 
of ten in t toast to his Kazakh 
hosts and said: “I feel 
olriglst.” 

Fellow crew member Yele- 
na Kondakova, squeezing out 
of the module after 
Polyakov, was met by her 
cosmonaut husband. Valery 
Ryumin. who greeted hex 
with a huge bunch of roses. 

“Where's the champagne?" 
joked Kondakova, 37. 

Polyakov. Kondakova and 
third crew member Alexan- 
der Viktorenko, landed just 
after 0-4G0 GMT aboard a 
Sovuz TM-20 craft about 45 


kilometres northeast of 
Arkalyk in the former soviet 
republic. The latter two spent 
a shorter time in space. 

Kazakhstan, a vast terri- 
tory partly in Europe and 
partly in Central Asia, is 
home to the Baikonur Cos- 
modrome which has been the 
launch site for Russian space 
shots since Soviet times. Rus- 
sia now leases it from 
Kazakhstan. 

The blackened module, 
borne in its last stages by an 
orange parachute, bumped 
down gently on the snowy 
steppes in an operation of 
sharp contrasts and colours 
that made it seem like the set 
of a science fiction film. 

“Everything went okay but 
I will give my final ‘okay’ 
when they get into the plane 
and take off for Moscow. 
Then I can say everything 
went perfectly," said air fores 
Colonel Yun Shurov, one of 
the leaders of the space mod- 
ule recovery mission. 

Polyakov, a doctor, broke 
the endurance record of one 
year in space on Jan. 9. But 
he stayed aboard Mir until a 
joint Russian-U.S. crew link- 
ed up and cook over on 


March 16. 

Polyakov studied the 
effects of long-term weigh- 
tlessness on the human body, 
using himself as a guinea pig. 
The data be has brought bade 
will help sdentists assess if 
humans could live per- 
manently in space or fly to 
Mars and back. 

European Space Agency 
and NASA sdentists say 
long-term weightlessness 
causes caldum loss in bones 
which become brittle while 
the backbone gets longer. 
Legs shorten andmusdes be- 
gin to waste through lack of 
use. 

Meanwhile, Russia 
Wednesday launched a milit- 
ary satellite from the Plesetsk 
Cosmodrome in the north of 
the country, the ITAR-TASS 
news agency reported. 

The launch was described 
as being “in the interests of 
the Russian Ministry of De- 
fence,” the agency said in a 
dispatch monitored here by 
the BBC. 

The lift-off was witnessed 
by military and air attaches 
from nearly 50 countries, the 
agency said. 


China moves to boost Jiang’s status 


BEIJING (R) — China 
showed off Wednesday a new 
rosier which depicts Com- 
iuuniM Party chief Jiang 
Zorin:; gasTing respectfully at 
n; 1 ? amount leader Deng 
\ 1 . 10 nmg — the first sign of a 
cult tn boost Mr. Deng's 
chosen heir. 

’ lne pointings shows the 
close intimacy between the 
two men — Deng the 
architect nnd Jiang the cur- 
rent leader.” Nie Dawei. an 
editor at the state-owned 
N.nii>n,ilities Publishing 
Mouse, told Reuters. 

The poster is a reproduc- 
tion of a painting by artist 
'i m p ci!iu:i of the Military 
r»>ltiiL.«l Department in the 
c.iMcm cits of Nanjing, who 
completed the painting last 
August. 

1 he state published 10,000 


posters and 5U.U00 calendars 
of the painting and delivered 
them Tuesday to shops 
around Beijing, putting them 
on sale for 10 yuan ($1.18) 
and 3.60 yuan (SQ.42) respec- 
tively. 

Mr. Deng and the people, 
“shook! be gratified the people 
are prosperous, the country is 
strong, he is 90 years old and 
the great undertaking of con- 
struction has a successor.’’ 
the artist wrote on the poster. 

The artist called the paint- 
ing "glad and at ease" — 
reminiscent of the word of 
the late Chairman Mao Tse- 
tung to his chosen successor. 
Mao said to Hua Guofeng: 
“With you in charge my heart 
is at ease " 

The coloured Chinese 
brush painting shows a smil- 
ing Jiang, his hands clasped 


and resting on his stomach 
while he gazes respectfully at 
Mr. Deng, also smiling, who 
stands in front of him gestur- 
ing and supported by a cane. 

The poster is the first sign 
of a cult to boost the status of 
Mr. Jiang, who analysts say is 
not yet a strongman and 
many not hold onto power 
for long after the death of 
Mr. Deng. 

"The party is trying to 
promote Jiang to the ranks of 
Mao and Deng," a political 
analyst said. 

“Jiang is not qualified to 
have his own poster so he has 
to rely on Deng and appear in 
the same poster as Deng," 
the analyst said. 

The publishing house said 
it hopes to recover much of 
its 7S.000 yuan ($9,200) in- 
vestment* 


Winnie 
Mandela 
wins court 
challenge 

JOHANNESBURG, South 
Africa (AP) — Winnie Man- 
dela raised her right fist in 
triumph Wednesday after a 
judge rejected search war- 
rants that allowed police to 
raid her home and office* 
three weeks ago. 

Police accuse Mrs. Mande- 
la, estranged wife of Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela and a 
deputy cabinet minister, of 
accepting bribes in return for 
her influence in securing gov- 
ernment contracts for a com- 
pany she wanted to take 
over. No charges have been 
filed. 

Wednesday’s ruling may 
make it difficult for police to 
build a case, although they 
still have documents they 
seized at other sites. 

Dozens of supporters 
chanted her name as Mrs. 
Mandela left the. courthouse 
and her lawyer's office fol- 
lowing a brief bearing 
Wednesday. 

African National Congress 
leader Cyril Raxnaphosa said 
the police raid had been 
“melodramatic, heavy hand- 
ed and reminiscent of the 
past," and hailed Wednes- 
day’s judgment as vindication 
of his organisation’s refusal 
to condemn Mrs. Mandela 
following reports of scandal. 



Prosecutor Marcia Clark (rig)*!) shows OJ. 
Simpson house guest, Brian “Kato” Kaeiin a 
picture of the O J. Simpson estate during 
testimony at Simpson's murder trial. Kaeiin 


heard the huim p outside his window at the 
Simpson estate the night the murder of Simp- 
son's ex-wife and a friend of hers took pfcace 
(AFP photo) 


Detective in Simpson case quizzed 
on search warrant statements 


LOS ANGELES ( AP) — A 
detective in the O.J. Simpson 
case was grilled Tuesday on 
misstatements he made to 
obtain a search warrant for 
the former football star’s 
estate the day after Nicole 
Brown Simpson and her 
friend were slain. 

Also Tuesday, it was re- 
vealed that Superior Court 
Judge Lance I to has ruled 
against showing jurors a knife 
that is in the so-called “mys- 
tery envelope" given to the 
court by Defence attorneys. 

Explaining statements that 
a judge had earlier described 
as “reckless," detective Phi- 
lip Vaimattar acknowledged 
that he wrote in an affidavit 
that human blood was found 
on Simpson's Ford Bronco — 
although no tests had been 
conducted to confirm that. 

“That's true. I misstated 
that. I guess, based on my 
experience, I believed it was 
human blood, and I think 
now, I still think it's human 
blood. I think it’s been 
proven to be human blood," 
Mr. Vannatter said. 

A simple field test indicat- 
ing the strong possibility of 
some sort of blood was the 
only test conducted at that 
point. 


Mr. Vannatter insisted that 
his beliefs at the time were 
warranted by the circumst- 
ances since he had just left a 
bloody crime scene. 

Defence attorney Robert 
Shapiro also questioned Mr. 
Vannatter about another 
statement on the search war- 
rant affidavit — that Simpson 
had taken an unexpected trip 
to Chicago the night of June 
12 when Simpson had actual- 
ly planned that trip for some 
time. He noted that the 
search warrant affidavit was 
written “under penalty of 
■perjury." 

Mr. Vannatter acknow- 
ledged writing about an unex- 
pected trip, adding “I found 
out later that information was 
incorrect.” He said he was 
relying in part on Simpson 
houseguest Brian '‘Kato'' 
Kaeiin ’s statement that Simp- 
son had called Mm after leav- 
ing that evening, asking Mm 
to set the security alarm be- 
cause he was going on a trip 
to Chicago. 

Mr. Shapiro asked the 
questions after Jndge Ito 
ruled in the defence's fevour, 
clearing the way for Mr. Van- 
natter to be questioned about 
the search warrant affidavit 

Earlier in the case, the 


judge sharply criticised Mr. 
Vannatter. stopping just 
short of calling the detective 
a liar. Judge Ito noted that 
the blood was never con- 
firmed to be of human origin 
and that the trip to Chicago 
had been long planned. Still 
the jndge upheld the warrant. 

While allowing the defence 
to ask about the statements 
on the affidavit. Judge Ito did 
not allow the defence to tell 
jurors what he had written 
criticising Mr. Vannatter. 

Prosecutor Marcia Clark 
had portrayed the misstate- 
ments as harmless errors and 
urged the judge not to waste 
court time on the subject. 

Simpson. 47, a pro football 
hail of famer who became an 

actor and TV sports commen- 
tator after quiting the game, 
is one of the most famous 
Americans ever to be 
charged with murder. He has 
pleaded innocent to the June 
12 slayings of bis ex-wife and 
her friend, Ranald Goldman. 

In the transcripts released 
Tuesday of a dosed session 
Monday, defence attorneys 
asked to question Mr. Van- 
natter about two searches of 
Simpson's home and whether 
either turned up a knife. 


U.S. post office shooting leaves 4 dead 


MONTCLAIR, New Jersey 
(AFP) — Four people were, 
shot and killed, and another 
was critically wounded in a 
hold-up Tuesday at a post 
office m this wealthy suburb 
of New York City, police 
said. 

Two of the victims were 
employees and were custom- 
ers, as was the wounded man. 
All were shot by the robber 
or robbers who held-up the 
post office shortly after it 
dosed to the public, police 
said. 

David Grossman, 44, was 
listed in critical condition at 
University Hospital in 
Newark with two wounds to 
the head, a hospital spokes- 


man said. 

Tbe perpetrator or perpet- 
rators fled the crime scene 
before police arrived. 

U.S. Postmaster General 
Marvin Runyon said in a 
statement that he was 
“shocked and saddened by 
the shootings.” adding that 
the incident “underscores 
how vulnerable weal! are in a 
society today where guns and 
violence have become the 
norm.” 

Montclair, about 24 
kilometres west of New York 
City, is a community of about 
38,000 residents, many of 
whom used the post office to 
cash checks and utility bills. 

The post office is a satellite 


to the main post office which 
this month pat in bullet-proof 
glass to protect its workers. 

Police Chief Thomas Rus- 
so said a postal workers who 
entered the office a few mi- 
nutes after die shootings cal- 
led the police to say he 
thought he saw someone 
lying on the floor. 

The shooting had already 
occurred and the attacker or 
attackers had fled when 
police arrived. 

The New York Tunes said 
Wednesday that a group of 
giris practicing hockey at a 
school near the post office 
saw a man running by with a 
gun in his hand. 



This photo released by NASA shows three views of the planet 
Mux taken by NASA’s Hubble space telescope 25 February 
1995. These photos comprise the most detailed global coverage 


of Mars ever seen from Earth and were takes from a dassErcs c? 
65 mBfion miles (AFP photo) 


Hubble shows changes in weather on 

WACUTVnTAV /n\ ... 

day explore these galactic 
neighbours. 

Hubble shows that the' 


WASHINGTON (R) — 



degrees 

F (425 degrees Q with con- 
stant add rain. 

Mars is cooler — hitting 
highs of freezing at the 
equator and dropping 100 de- 
grees (38 degrees C) or so 
overnight — but the dust 
storms have quieted down in 
the last 20 years. 

Drawing on data from 
NASA's Hubble telescope, 
sdentists Tuesday said they 
are seeing unexpectedly 
dramatic changes in the di- 
mates of Mars and Venus. 

“The solar system is much 
more unpredictable than peo- 
ple had imagined said 
Anne Kinney of the Space 
Telescope Science Institute, 
who took part in a NASA 
briefing in Washington Tues- 


day. 

The experts believe that 
studying the planets can pro- 
vide insight into how the 
Earth’s climate might adapt 
to changes, whether caused 
by nature or by man-made 
pollution. 

“These two planets allow 
us almost to do experimental 
planetology,” she said, 
adding that sdentists were 
intrigued by why Mars, Earth 
And Venus had evolved so 
differently. 

Understanding weather 
and the atmosphCi V IB diM a 
prerequisite for future study 
of these planets. 

Unmanned probes could 
crash and burn if sdentists 
misgauge the atmospheric 
friction spacecraft would en- 
counter near Mars, and 
weather may determine 
whether humans can some- 


Martian climate has changed 
considerably since the un- 
manned Viking spacecraft vi- 
sited in the mid-1970s during 
intense dust storms. 

Fleecy clouds* and an 
abundance of ozone show the 
planet is now cooler, clearer 
and drier, said Philip James, 
professor of physics and 
astronomy at the University 
of Toledo. 

“There’s an accumulating 
mound of evidence that Mars 
may not be behaving as we 
thought," said Steven Lee, a 
planetary scientist at the Uni- 
versity of Colorado’s 
Laboratory For Atmospher- 
ic and Space Physics. 

He said the average 
temperatures on Mars have 
dropped 36 degrees F (20 C) 


since the Viking probes in the 
mid-1970s. 

But Venus is hot. Very hot. 

Because of similarities in 
orbit, size and from 

the sun. Venus is sometimes 
called Earth’s twin. 

“If Venus is a twin of 
Earth. It’s an evil twin," said 
Larry Esposito, a planetary 
astronomer at the University 
of Colorado, describing 
scalding temperatures and 
acid rain. 

Mr. Esposito believes that 
the changes in Venus were 
wrought about 20 years ago 
by a huge volcanic eruption, 
although there is some con- 
troversy among experts about 
that theory. 

He believes the eniption 
caused the sulphur dioxide 
emissions that make the add 
rain. 


Pret-A-Porter 
minus one word 
to open in 


BERLIN (AP) - Karl 
Lagerfeld’s battle with ffl® 
director Robert Altman haj 
ended on the cutting floor 
Lagerfeld, angry over a scene 
in which he’s described as a 
copycat, sued last week to 
stop the German distribution 
of Pret-A-Porter, Altman's 
whirl through the fashion 
world. The offending wort 
has been removed from the 
German-dubbed film and the 
subbed version will opes 
Thursday in Hamburg ^ 
Berlin, according to distribu- 
tors senator film. “Only one 
word has been changed. For 
legal reasons we can’t say 
what the change was, because 
that would be the same as 
telling you, ‘this is where the 
original said ‘thief,” said 
Barbar Schmidt, a spokes- 
woman for the distributor. 
Lagerfeld is also trying to get 
the text changed in the 
French version of the film. 

Oscar nominee 


ban on cow ' 
slaughter 

NEW DELHI (AFP.) — Ab- 
out 100 men and women mar- 
ched on tile Indian jpariia- 
ment here Tuesday deman- 
ding an immediate ban on the 
slaughter of cows, and animal 
revered by Hindus. The Hin- 
du demonstrators led four 
cows as they began their pro- 
test from a historic monu- 
ment in the city centre to the 
Parliament House nearly a 
kilometre away, shouting slo- 
gans against Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao, Some 
300 armed police and para- 
military troops stopped the 
marchers shortly after the 
protest began, blocking their 
way with ropes and steel bar- 
ricades. No arrests were 
made. Baikunt Lai Sharma, 
an opposition Hindu MP who 
led the demonstration, de- 
manded a ban on cow slaugh- 
ter in India, where Hindus, 
who consider the animal 
holy, constitute more than 80 
per cent of the 900 million 
population. “There should be 
an immediate legislation out- 
lawing cow slaughter,” Mr- 
Sharma said. “We wanted to 
gift these (four) cows to tto 
prime ministerj but we can- 
not because we have been 
stopped here,” he added. 

Royal conserves 
for lonely 
Norwegian diner* 

OSLO (AFP) — Britain'* 
Prince Charles and Print*® 
Diana have become rol e 
models for people who dine 
alone, to believe a Norwe- 
gian ad campaign for ready- 
made canned dinners featur- 
ing the royal pair. The 
Norwegian advertising agen- 
cy Advice devised the month- 
long campaign for a new Ka* 
of ready-made foods, includ- 
ing a pasta meal, a beef stew 
and a ragout. Posters sbo* 
pictures of either Charles . 0 * 
Diana with the slogan “Din- 
ner For One.” ‘TVb «***' 
looking for people who sj®* - 
bolise the reality of eating 
alone," managing director Toj* 
Oeveraas told AFP- Prin*® 
Diana is said to eat 
often since the roval coup? 



he 3s gay 

LONDON (R> — British 
actor Nigei Hawthorne, 
nominated for an Oscar. ,&s 
best actor of Ms role in the 
film The Madness Of King 
George, has revealed public- 
ly that be is homosexual, 
British newspapers reported 
Wednesday. Hawthorne, 
much-loved by the British 
public for his role as a schem- 
ing civil servant in the com- 
edy television series Yes, 
Mniister, made the disclosure 
in an interview with a U.S. 
gay magazine. The Advocate. 
Hawthrone. 65, told tbe 
magazine that he planned to 
take his 51 -year-old partner, 
Trevor Bentham, to the 
Oscar ceremonies in Holly- 
wood at the weekend. “I’m 
not somebody who sets him - 
self up as an icon of sexual 
orientation. But my private 
life has never been a secret. 
I’ve never been a closet 
queen," he said. He said that 
nis relationship with writer 
Bentham started 15 years 
ago. “It’s not a transitory 
thing. It’s for life. We both 
know that and I think we're 
very privileged," he added. 
Bentham told Britain’s To- 
day newspaper: “We're just a 
dear old married couple... it’s 
not a question of Nigel and 
me coming out — we've nev- 
er been in." He said tire- 
relationship was no secret in 
tire arts world and in the 
small English village where 
they lived. Today said 
Hawthorne would “make his- 
tory as the first openly gay 
best actor nominee.” 
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Chechen fighters ‘execute’ Russian pilot 

Russian troops seal off Argun 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Russia said Wednesday that 
its forces had sealed off the 
town of Argun, a key stron- 
ghold of Chechen fighters 25 
kilometres from Grozny. 

“Russian troops have com- 
pleted their operation to 
block illegal armed forma- 
tions in the region of Argun 
said a statement from the 
Russian government press 
service carried by RIA news 
agency. 

Chechen fighters had been 
forced out of Argun shortly 
after midnight, the statement 
said. 

The government press ser- 
vice said Tuesday that Rus- 
sian troops had crossed the 
River Argun, captured an im- 
portant mil and taken a road 
and railway leading to the 
dty. 

Russia sent tanks and 
troops into breakaway 
Chech enya on Dec. 11 to 
crush a three-year-old inde- 
pendence bid. 

Troops have been position- 
ing themselves to take Argun 
since they seized Grozny in 
February after weeks of 
heavy fighting which left the 
Chechen capital destroyed. 
Many parts of Argun have 
also been destroyed by Rus- 
sian bombardment. 

Russian warplanes, heli- 
copters and rockets pounded 
the rebel Chechen “capital" 
of Shall Wednesday after 
ground forces pushed to en- 
circle the town. 

At about 3:30 p.m. (1230 
GMT) Sokhoi-25 fighter 
bombers began attacking 
Shah and to the east, south- 
east and south in an arc of 
about eight kilometres (five 
miles) from the town. 

The planes could be seen 
continuously circling high in a 
dear sky, then diving and 
firing a' pair of rockets. 

After overnight advances, 
the Russian ground forces 


were in positions just west 
and north of Shali, the de 
facto capital for fighters loyal 
to separatist President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev. 

During the day, tanks and 
heavy guns pushed south as 
far as the outskirts of Ger- 
menchuk, about two 
kilometres to the north of 
Shali, said Mussa Ayugov, a 
32-year-old soldier at a Shali 
post. 

Three helicopters could be 
seen firing rockets at 
Chechen positions to the 
northeast of Shali. 

The thrust on the ground 
has also cut the main road 
from Shali to Argun to the 
north. 

In the morning, Shali was 
hit by a barrage of rockets 
that slammed into the town 
centre, hitring a busy street, a 
bridge and a row of houses 
opposite the military head- 
quarters. 

Residents said at least four 
people had been wounded, 
although accurate figures 
were unavailable. The attack 
caused panic, speeding the 
exodus of refugees from the 
almost deserted town. 

A burning oil installation 
near M$sker Yurt sent off a 
huge cloud of black smoke 
and more smoke poured from 
near Kurcbaloi, to the east of 
Shall. 

Russian tanks and infantry 
control escape routes from 
Shalai to the west and north, 
while Russian planes and 
helicopters regularly bomb 
and strafe roads to the east 
and south. 

The centre of Shali itself 
was rocketed mid-morning, 
as refugees crammed their 
belongings into lorries and 
joined tbe exodus towards 
the mountains in the south. 

The strikes created a hel- 
lish scene off fireballs and a 
storm of shrapnel, black 
smoke and dust. Debris flew 


in high arcs over the road. 

Panicked civilians fell over 
frying to run, a boy dropped 
his bicycle just before it was 
smashed by an escaping car. 

The Russians took Mesker 
Yurt during nightlong artil- 
lery bombardments, said 
Hadjayev Abuyov, at the re- 
bel headquarters in Shali. 

The fall of Mesker Yurt to 
the Russians was also re- 
ported by refugees fleeing 
east. 

The deputy commander of 
Chechen forces in the Shali 
area, Said-Hassan Tatayev, 
admitted bis men were in a 
corner, but said the guerrilla 
force would fight street by 
street before letting Shali fall. 

“Let them come here. I 
want to welcome them. We’ll 
be hiding in every hole,” he 
said. 

But rather than storm Sha- 
ll. the Russians will likely 
encircle and raze the town to 
the ground with artillery and 
air power, as they did to the 
capital Grozny earlier this 
year and are trying to do to 
Argun." Mr. Tatayev said. 

“It’s easier for me to fight 
here than in the open, but 
they probably won't come in. 
It will be just like Argun,” he 
said. 

Chechen independence 
fighters in Shali looked battle 
weary, after three months of 
fighting the giant Russian 
Armed Forces, whose total 
ranks outnumber the entire 
Chechen population. 

But there was no talk of 
surrender here in Shali. 

Chechen Grad rocket and 
artillery batteries on the out- 
skirts of Shali fired constantly 
overnight and again early 
Wednesday morning. 

A truckload of fighters 
armed with anti-tank gre- 
nades and rifles set off for the 
front chanting “Allahu 
Akbar" or “God is Great.” 

For the civilians, the new 


Russian advance means hav- 
ing to search for the next 
place to run. 

Incredibly, a few Chechen 
civilianss were still selling 
cigarettes and sweets 
Wednesday in the Shali mar- 
ket place, which was blown 
apart on Jan. 3 in an air raid 
that lolled more than 100 
people. 

“Of course it's scary 
staying here, but I have to 
stay and look after my 
home,” said Layla Khazyege- 
va, who said she was 53, but 
with her missing teeth and 
lined face, looked much old- 
er. 

As the first plane of the 
morning passed overhead, a 
tiny white arrow in a brilliant 
blue spring sky, Khazyegeva 
lost her composure and spat: 
“Grachev, you dog,” refer- 
ring to tbe Russian defence 
minister. 

Eveiy other car on the 
roads around Shali is loaded 
with refugees, some of whom 
fled from the Chechen capital 
Grozny before the New 
Year, then fled villages near 
Grozny, and are now fleeing 
again. 

Like the Dudayev guerril- 
las, the refugees' only option 
will soon be to hide in the 
Caucasus Mountains. 

Meanwhile, bombed from 
the air, pounded by Russian 
artillery and foresaken by its 
inhabitants, Argun is now lit- 
tle more than a ghost town — 
but Chechen fighters are 
fighting to the death to hang 
onto it. 

In what remains of the 
centre, a shell slammed into a 

S ited dwelling early in the 
y. killing two of the eight 
Chechen fighters who had 
spent the night in the cellar. 

The rebels live beneath tbe 
ruins of the town, scurrying 
back to their underground 
shelters at sundown after a 
day on the front several bun- 


Japan police find 34 bottles of sarin Dole 
solvent in raid on sect buildings warn: 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
police Wednesday discovered 
bottles of a solvent linked to 
the nerve gas attack on 
Tokyo subways when they 
raided facilities owned by the 
on Tokyo subways when-tbey 
raided facilities owned bythe 
secretive religious sect Aum 
Shinri Kyo. 

In the massive raid, police 
said they confiscated 34 con- 
tainers of tbe solvent aceto- 
nitrile, tbe same chemical de- 
tected in Tokyo subway cars 
after Monday’s attacks, along 
with residues of the nerve gas 
sarin. 

As police entered the cult’s 
buildings, sect followers 
screamed in protest. About 
50 followers were taken to 
hospital in a “comatose 
state” and suffering from 
acute malnutrition, apparent- 
ly after fasting. 

The cult's leader was re- 
ported to have told followers 
this week the time had come 
to help him, that “it was time 
to carry out the salvation plan 
and to greet death without 
regrets." 

The raid stemmed from an 
abduction charge and offi- 
cials were not officially link- 
ing the sect to the nerve gas 
attacks which killed 10 peo- 
ple. 

‘Today’s raid was about 
the abduction, so it was sepa- 
rate from the sarin case," 
said Kozo Igarashi, chief 
cabinet secretary. “But when 
investigating we, of course, 
think of various possibili- 
ties.” 

About 2,500 officers raided 
25 building complexes of the 
sect in Tokyo and in the small 
village of Kamiku-Ishhiki 
near its Fujrnomrya Head- 
quarters at the foot of Mount 
Fuji, 100 kilometres west of 
Tokyo. 

In a rare move, they were 
accompanied by the army's 
anti-chemical warfare unit. 
Many wore gas masks and 
others carried caged canaries, 
apparently to detect gas. 

Chemical experts said un- 
identified suspects in the Sub- 



Policemen carry out seized plastic tanks from a Tokyo 
headquarter of the controversial religious sect, the Amn 
Supreme Truth Wednesday. Some 3,000 policemen raided its 
headquarters and 25 locations around Tokyo two days after tbe 
deadly nerve gas attack on Tokyo's subway system (AFP photo) 


way case could have used 
acetonitrile, also known as 
methyl cyanide, to dilute 
sarin, which was developed 
by German scientists before 
World War 11. A droplet of 
sarin can kill instantly. 

The simultaneous attack 
on five subway trains during 
the rush hour killed 10 peo- 
ple. More than 5,500 passen- 
gers and subway officials 
were treated in hospital, and 
70 people are still listed in 
critical condition. 

Media suspicion fell on the 
sect because of an incident 


last July near its Kamiku- 
Ishhiki complex when the 
National police Agency's Sci- 
ence squad detected sarin in 
the ground nearby. However, 
there was no criminal inves- 
tigation because no one was 
harmed. 

Search warrants for 
Wednesday's raids were 
issued in connection with the 
abduction of a 69-year-old 
man. Kiyoshi Kariya was last 
seen on Feb. 28 being pushed 
into a van by four men on a 
street near his home in cen- 
tral Tokyo. 


20 injured in mystery S. Korean gas leak 


SEOUL (R) — About 20 
people were taken to hospital 
in the South Korean capital 
Wednesday after being over- 
come by mystery gas fumes, 
' police said. 

A Seoul police spokesman 
said gas leaked through 
several floors of a 19-storey 
£ nil ding in southern Seouf, 
»diich houses the office of 
American Insurance Com- 
pany. 

. ‘‘We are investigating the 
rojdent in cooperation with a 
Jjatary anti-chemical team,” 
without giving further 


A spokeswoman at a Seoul 
hospital, where a dozen of 
the gas-affected patients were 
being treated, said their con- 
dition was improving. 

Yonhap Domestic News 
Agency quoted a police 
source as saying the gas was 
first detected by a mainte- 
nance worker in some higher- 
floor offices when he oper- 
ated the air-ventilation sys- 
tem of the building. 

Police suspected that a gas 
used for the ventilation sys- 
tem might have caused the 
accident but did not rule out 
the possibility of sabotage. 


according to Yonhap. 

State radio quoted workers 
at the U.S. insurance com- 
pany as telling police the 
company had been 
threatened in mysterious 
phone calls. It gave no furth- 
er details. 

The accident came shortly 
after South Korean police 
were ordered to step up 
checks on crowded areas, in- 
cluding subway stations, in 
.the wake of the Monday's 
toxic gas attack on the Tokyo 
subway system, in which 10 
people were killed and 5,500 
injured. 


warns 
Clinton 
on Russia 
visit 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— U.S. Senate majority lead- 
er Robert Dole told Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton be must 
press Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin to end the bloodshed 
in Chechen ya during his May 
9 visit to Moscow. 

“Now that he has made the 
derision to go ... Mr. Clinton 
must use the opportunity of 
his visit to address in detail ... 
strong U.S. objections to the 
brutal violence against Rus- 
sian citizens in Chech enya,” 
he said in a statement. 

Republicans hve criticised 
Clinton’s derision to attend 
Russian celebrations marking 
the 50th anniversary of the 
allied victory in Europe, 
charging that it is inappropri- 
ate in light of the fighting in 
Checfaenya. 

Mr. Clinton aides struggled 
with the decision on whether 
to accept the Russian invita- 
tion and stressed the U.S. 
president did not want to be 
at the centre of lavish military 
festivities as Russian troops 
battle Chechen separatists. 

Gen. Dole stressed Mr. 
Clinton should attend V-E 
celebrations in London, Paris 
and Berlin. 

“While there is no doubt 
the Russian people were cru- 
cial partners in the Allied war 
effort, we must recognise it 
was the British and French 
who fought Nazi Germany 
from tbe beginning, and it is 
the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many which has become the 
model for democracy in post- 
cold war era,” he said. 

Gen. Dole, who has 
announced plans to ran for 
the Republican presidential 
nomination, said Mr. Clinton 
must also tell the Russian 
leadership that Congress 
plans to make U.S. aid to 
Moscow conditional on the 
Kremlin's policy decisions. 

“The president must deliv- 
er the message that the Rus- 
sian government's support in 
the United States Congress is 
decreasing and that its action 
will determine the level of 
U.S. assistance it receives," 
Gen. Dole said. 

Mr. Clinton must also ex- 
press “U.S. displeasure with 
Russian support for the rogue 
regimes in Iraq, Iran, Serbia 
and Cuba.” Gen. Dole said. 

Russia has angered the Un- 
ited States over its recent 
decision to sell a nuclear 
reactor to Iran, to keep a Spy 
station open in Cuba and to 
support Iraq and Serbia in 
their drive to convince the 
United Nations to lift sanc- 
tions against them. 
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Russian Orthodox priest Father Kipriyan holds his Kalash- 
nikov gun in one hand and an Orthodox cross in the other 
while standing at a mass grave fOfed with dviHan victims 
who died in battles for Grozny at the Russian cemetery in 


Grozny. Tbe situation in Grozny is quiet, as afl military 
actions moved to Argun region, where Russian troops are 
gearing np for a decisive battle for the town of Argun (AFP 
photo) 


dred metres away. 

But their ranks have been 
devastated by Russian round- 
the-clock shelling and air 
strikes, against which the re- 
bels have few heavy 
weapons. 

“The hardest part is not 
going to the front," said 
Ramzan Issaoiev, a Chechen 
commander here, “but hav- 
ing to return to their families 
the bodies of our comrades 
killed by the bombs.” 

If Argun has held out to 
date it is not only because of 
the courage and determina- 
tion of its defenders. The 
town has also been able to 
maintain critical links to rear 
bases, such as Gudermes and 
Shali, that have fed it rein- 
forcements and supplies. 

“It’s the duty of every 


Chechen to help onr fight- 
ers,” asserted 55-year-old 
Khamzat Irdiev at the wheel 
of a rattle-trap old truck that 
had just raced through Rus- 
sian artillery fire on tee road 
from Shah with a cargo of 
supplies. 

On Tuesday as tee town 
was rocked by explosions, 'the 
head of an elite Chechen 
unit, Shamyl Bassaiev, ack- 
nowledged he was “not sure 
we can continue to bold 
Aram.” 

Sevemal hours later Rus- 
sian troops, after capturing 
the road running east to 
Gudermes and claiming to 
have seized a village to tbe 
south, thus encircling Argun. 

Surrounded, Argun would 
lose its strategic significance 
as a crossroads between 


Gudermes and Shali, two key 
Chechen cities still held by 
the rebels. 

Vowed 28-year-old Issa, 
who was born in Argun: “FI! 
die here if I have to. As long 
as I live they’ll never enter 
this town.” 

Chechen forces claimed to 
have executed a Russian Air 
Force pilot Tuesday for car- 
rying out bombing raids in 
the breakaway republic, tee 
Interfax News Agency said. 

The chief of Checfaenya’s 
Information Service, Movladi 
■ Udugov, was quoted as 
saying Nikolai Bairov had 
been sentenced to death for 
bombing tbe Chechen town 
of Shali. 

The Russian military did 
not mention the claim in its 
regular statement and could 


not immediately be reached 
for comment. 

Mr. Udugov said the com- 
manders of two Russian Air 
Force units also had been 
sentenced to death in absen- 
tia for ordering airs trikes on 
residential areas, according 
to Interfax. 

In Moscow, the Russian 
Security Council, the coun- 
try's main security body, is to 
meet Thursday to discuss the 
“restoration of Chechenya’s 
economic and social infras- 
tructure," tee Interfax News 
Agency reported. 

The council, headed by 
Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin, last met on March 6 to 
discuss the fight against 
crime, following the assas- 
sination of top television 
journalist Vladislav Listyev. 


Bosnian combatants guarantee airlift safety 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnian government and 
Serb forces have promised 
not to target U.N. flights into 
Sarajevo, _ opening . tee way 
for a resumption ^of the 
humanitarian airlift: Into tee 
city, U.N. officials said 
Wednesday. 

U.N. spokesman Alexan- 
der Ivanko said U.N. officials 
met Bosnia’s warring parties 
Tuesday and “were given 
verbal assurances U.N. flight 
will not be targeted." 

He added: “We hope this 
will satisfy the (aircraft) oper- 
ators and tee information we 
have from (U.N. Headquar- 
ters in) Zagreb is flights may 
resume as early as this after- 
noon although it is more like- 
ly they will start tomorrow.” 

Five planes were attacked 
by Serb soldiers while landing 
at Sarajevo Airport over tee 
space of nine days, four were 
holed by heavy machine-gun 
fire and one was nearly hit by 
a 120mm mortar bomb. 

The humanitarian airlift, 
on which Sarajevo residents 
depend for much of their 
food and medicine, was sus- 
pended on March 11 as a 
result of the attacks. 

Some U.N. administrative 
flights, operated by private 
contractors and ferrying 
peacekeepers and U.N. civi- 
lian workers, continued bat 
they too came under increas- 
ing attack. 

Relief flights are operated 
out of Ancona, Italy by five 
Western nations who shuttle 
military transport planes 
back and forth across tee 
Adriatic. 


Restarting the airlift — 
which passed its 1,000 day of 
operation late last year — 
' mil come as good news to 11 
^arajevans in i^rgent need of 

medical care .^aad^aJI of 
whom are dependent "bn 
U.N. planes for transporta- 
tion. 

Among tee critically ill is 
30-months-old Admin a AK- 
basic, who is suffering from 
leukemia. 

Doctors say tee girl desper- 
ately needs treatment already 
arranged in Germany and 
will be sent out on tee first 
available flight. 

Meanwhile Serb and gov- 
ernment forces battled in 
northeast Bosnia Wednesday 
and U.N. officials protested 
the hijacking by suspected 
Serbs of two more U.N. vehi- 
cles near here in an escalation 
of incidents which has 
prompted a new international 
posh to save Bosnia’s un- 
ravelling ceasefire. 

Mr. Ivanko warned that if 
tbe fighting which erupted 
Monday around tee U.N. 
“safe area” of Tuzla worsens 
further, “tee situation could 
be catastrophic." 

Artillery, rocket and 
machinegun fire was reported 
overnight and Weanesay 
morning in the Majevica Hills 
area east of Tuzla and near. 
Kalesija, in the northeast, 
U.N. spokesman Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gary Coward said. 

Mr. Ivanko said the U.N. 
Protection Force (UNPRO- 
FOR) was lodging protests 
with bote parties over tee 
violations of tee four-month 


cessation of hostilities agree- 
ment concluded by the two 
parties at the start Of tee 
year.' 

Tbe fighting in the north- 
east was sparked off Monday 
when Muslim-led govern- 
ment forces launched an 
offensive in tee region. 

U.N. officials also pro- 
tested a series of almost daily 
hijackings of U.N. vehicles 
around Sarajevo after Danish 
■ and French peacekeepers 
weere ambushed on two 
separate occasions late Tues- 
day. 

Around 6.15 p.m., several 
armed men wearing Serb 
army uniforms held up the 
Danish U.N. vehicle as it 
drove through Serb-held 
territory west of tee city, 
UNPROFOR spokesman 
Major Herve Gourmeion 

Tbe Danish soldiers were 
forced from their car at gun- 
point and the hijackers drove 
off with their vehicle, 
weapons and a radio trans- 
mitter. 

Shots were then fired at a 
U.N. civilian police car which 
turned up and attempted to 
give chase, be said. 

Just over an hour later, 
several armed men inter- 
cepted a French U.N. vehicle 
travelling in the same area, 
hijacking the car. 

Bosnian Serb authorities 
blame “bandits” or “uncon- 
trolled elements” for tee rob- 
beries but a U.N. official 
described their explanation 
as “absurd." 

He said many of the stolen 
vehicles turn up in nearby 


Pale, the Serb stronghold, 
painted in fresh camouflage 
colours. 

UNPROFOR has sug- 
gested tee Serbs are bent on 
escalating tension with blue 
helmets on tee mound. 

Meanwhile in Paris, Fore- 
ign Minister Alain Juppe met 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher Wednesday 
and the two agreed on the 
need for renewed efforts by 
the five-nation "contact 
group” to save the ceasefire 
in Bosnia and breathe life 
back into the peace process. 

The contact group com- 
prises Britain, France, Ger- 
many, tbe United States and 
Russia. 

In an opinion column pub- 
lished Wednesday in the 
French daily Liberation, Mr. 
Juppe warned that: “War is 
on the point of erupting again 
in Bosnia. 

“The ceasefire which in 
principle ends next month is 
already seriously breached by 
all sides. Once again it feels 
we are just waiting for arms." 

Mr. Christopher headed 
Wednesday to Geneva where 
Bosnia was expected to figure 
in talks with Russian Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev. 

More than 1,400 shells fell 
in northeast Bosnia Tuesday 
and artillery exchanges con- 
tinued throughout the night 
in tee Majavica Hills and 
Kalesija area around tee 
town. Col. Coward said. 

The Bosnian army was 
blieved to have captured 
some ground north of Tuzla, 
he added. 


U.K. Queen: S. Africa memories tinged with sadness 


PORT ELIZABETH, South 
Africa (R) — Britain's 
Queen Elizabeth said 
Wednesday happy memories 
of her last visit to South 
Africa 48 years ago were 
mixed with sadness at tee 
length of the apartheid era. 

“But in 1993 we meet in a 
new South Africa which has 
rejoined the Common- 
wealth... and is working hard 
to overcome tee legacy of tee 
years of apartheid and pre- 


judice," said tee queen, who 
celebrated her 21st birthday 
during tee last royal tour. 

The queen last visited 
South Africa with her father 
King George VI in 1947, a 
year before tee teen pro- 
apartheid National Party 
came to power and began 
institutionalising its policies 
of racial separation. 

The queen speaking at a 
lunch at Pott Elizabeth’s Vis- 
ta University, said the young 


were South Africa's most 
precious resource. 

“It is by helping to unlock the 
potential of this country’s 
most p red ous resource — its 
young people — teat South 

Africa’s future success and 
harmony can best be 
assured.” 

She was greeted by hun- 
dreds of cheering students 
gathered along tbe entry road 
to the university, where the 
hi neb as being hosted by 


Eastern Cape Premier 
Raymond Mhlaba. 

There was no sign of trou- 
ble at tee university, where 
students of tee Azanian Stu- 
dents Congress (AZASCO) 
have been boycotting classes 
for tee last few weeks. The 
mayor of this dty, named 
after the wife of a former 
British governor, had asked 
teem to call of boycott for tee 
royal visit. 


Seoul threatens punishment if North breaks pact 


SEOUL (R) — South Ko- 
rean President Kim Yotrng- 
Sam, fuelling a war of words 
with tee Communist Norte, 
Wednesday threatened Pyon- 
gyang with punishment if it 
pulled out of a landmark 
nudear pact with tee United 
States. 

Mr. Kim, speaking at a 
military graduation cere- 
mony, accused Norte Korea 
of building np its military 
strength, sabotaging tee fra- 
gile peace pact which ended 
tee 1950-53 Korean War and 
stepping np a campaign of 


anti-South Korean invective. 

“Norte Korea win not be 
able to avoid being punished 
by the freedom mid peace- 
loving world if it refuses to 
honour the- nudear agree- 
ment and thus- chooses to run 
counter to tee currents of tee 
times,” Mr. Kim told tbe 
graduates. 

“The Korean peninsula... 
still remains tee last battle- 
field of tee cold war. This is 
because Norte Korea is still 
adhering to the confronta- 
tional policy of tee cold war 
era, rebuffing our earnest en- 


deavours to improve rela- 
tions,” he said. 

Norte-South ties have deterio- 
rated further since Pyon- 
gyang threatened to walk 
away from a pact with tee 
United States under which it 
agreed to decommission its 
nudear plants, where . tee 
West suspected atomic, 
bombs were being de- 
veloped. 

In return, the United 
States agreed under the pact, 
signed on Oct. 21 in Geneva, 
to put together a consortium 


to pay for tbe supply of safer, 
light-water reactors from 
which weapons-grade pluto- 
nium cannot be extracted. 

But Pyongyang refuses to 
take South Korean-made 
reactors, a key element of tee 
deal as Seoul is to pick up the 
lion's share of tee $4 billion 
price tag. 

North Korea accused 
Washi ngton of deliberately 
putting obstades in tee way 
of the Geneva pact by insist- 
ing on tee South Korean- 
made models. 
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The message from Karameh 


FOR THE past 26 years, Jordan has been celebrating 
the Battle of Karameh as one of the achievements of 
the Kingdom in defending its territory against Israeli 
aggression. The victory in Karameh, which came 
months after the defeat of 1967, played a great role in 
boosting the morals of Jordanians and other Arabs 
and proved that superior weapons are not the only 
factor that counts in the battle&ekL Determination, 
belief in a cause and devotion to the land and its 
people were the greatest assets that the Jordanian 
soldiers had at Karameh. And with those they woo the 
battle. 

But the observance of Karame h this time around 
had even more significance to it. The occasion this 
year fell on a Jordan that has concluded a peace treaty 
with Israel on the basis of the return of its rights in 
land and water. Karameh was thus remembered as 
one of the sacrifices the country has made on the road 
to regaining its rights, on the road to peace. 

Two messages emanated from the celebrations in 
this little town in the Jordan Valley Monday. First, 
that Jordan is committed to the pursuit of a just and 
comprehensive peace in the Middle East. The second 
is that as the Kingdom mafaitehie its efforts to build 
the new peace, it wfll not forget its past, it wffl not 
forget the sacrifices its people made in the tong 
struggle for justice in the region. 

The Jordanian soldiers who died in Kar ameh died 
for a cause that Jordan will ever uphold. On that 
morning in 1968, Israel addressed Jordan with the 
language of war. The Kingdom responded to defend 
itself and its soldiers died protecting their land. The 
services those men did to their country will not be 
forgotten as peace begins to dig roots in the region. 
They will be remembered as men who helped make 
that peace possible. 

When Israel started to show signs of realising that 
little long-term gains would the war bring it and 
accepted to talk peace with the Kingdom on the basis 
of ending its occupation of Jordanian land and 
returning oar rights, Jordan responded and signed a 
peace treaty that brought it back the land that the 
men in Karameh fought for. And just as our soldiers 
fought with dignity at war, Jordanians fought with 
dignity in the battle for peace. Their long and difficult 
negotiations culminated in die peace treaty that led to 
the recovery of the Kingdom’s rights. 

Other Arabs are still engaged with Israel in difficult 
negotiations to regain their usurped rights. And as 
Jordan stood by than in the past, it stands by them 
now determined that only a comprehensive peace is a 
peace that can last. Israel should realise that. It 
should thus do what is required to achieve that peace. 
It should withdraw from ftdestinian, Syrian and 
Lebanese territories so that wars would be something 
of the past, not Of the future. 




AL DUSTOUR Arabic daily on Wednesday commended 
the major ceremony held in the Jordan Valley Tuesday in 
observance of the 27th anniversary of A1 Karameh battle 
and said the ceremony was an honest expression of the 
feelings of the Jordanian people towards the Jordanian 
soldiers who sacrificed their blood to protect their country. 
The newspaper said in its editorial that the dignified 
ceremony was glorified more by the presence of His 
Majesty King Hussein, the supreme commander of the 
armed forces, who led Jordan's march to war and peace. 
This ceremony was an expression of loyalty to the memory 
of those martyrs who fell on die battlefield 27 years ago, it 
said. It added that the ceremony was also a recognition of 
the role of the Hashemite leadership in the battle in 1968 
when the Jordanian army aborted a dawn attack by Israeli 
forces in the Jordan Valley. The newspaper said that it was 
natural to celebrate this battle in the time of peace, noting 
that Jordan win always pride itself in the shining leaves of 
its history, of its defence of its soil, dignity and right. 
Jordan, it said, will always remain loyal to its Arab message 
and will always defend the Arab Nation’s right to progress 
and freedom. 

DEALING ALSO with Al Karameh battle, A1 Ra’i Arabic 
daily said the great living nations are the ones which 
proceed to the future while remembering their past. The 
newspaper said the peace treaty Jordan signed with Israel 
made the Kingdom mark the 27th anniversary of the battle 
in a very distinguished way. This emphasises that peace 
does not mean forgetting and cancelling all the years of 
war, patience, suffering and victory, the newspaper said. 
Peace, it said, commits Jordan to having a better future for 
its coming generations. It said the martyrs of the battle 
were present at the ceremony with their spirits to stress that 
they died for a sublime cause and that their sacrifices were 
not wasted. All the ink used to sign peace treaties and 
documents will not make the Jordanian people forget one 
drop of blood from a martyr, it sai^Th^^pec^adjlt^pse 
who chose to fight the war and survived reaiislcs werrthose 
who chose to have peace. It said that is what happened 
when His Majesty the King chose to be among his soldiers 
at the ceremony to recall aU these years between the battle 
and between signing the peace treaty with Israel. 


The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Mqjdonbefc 


The exciting world of student exchange 


STUDENT EXCHANGE programmes, especially at uni- 
versity level, are of immense importance. The benefits 
students reap from them are enumerable. Unfortunately, 
our universities (and the situation is more or less the same 
in the rest of the Arab World) are not paying these 
programmes enough attention. 

Before we delve any further into the topic, let's limit the 
scope of discussion a little. Roughly, exchange programmes 
can be divided into two main types: Degree programmes 
and non-degree programmes. The former type, which is 
more well-known in oar part of the world, refers to those 
programmes under the umbrella of which some university 
students are chosen by their mother university to study 
abroad on a grant, normally awarded by the host institu- 
tion, by the government of the country in which the 
institution is located, or by an independent academic or 
cultural exchange establishment. 

Students in this, category travel abroad to obtain a 
diploma, a master's degree or a Ph.D. In a certain field. 
Oar universities, though not as frequently as one would 
want, sign agreements of mutual cooperation/ at times even 
of affiliation, with both Arab and international universities 
and send students to these said universities, as part of the 
agreement, to study for a period ranging from one to four 
years. At toe end of this period they come back to work, 
either at the mother university itself or in the country at 
large. 

The latter type, with which I am specifically concerned 
here, refers to those programmes, made available through 
libera] educational policies and facilitated by toe mother 
institution, which permits the student (while still officially 
registered and before he/she graduates) to spend time at an 
institution abroad. While students do not earn a degree 
from the host institution, they earn credit which counts 
towards their graduation from the mother university. 

Such practice, extremely enlightened and perceptive in 
my opinion, not only is very frequent at nearly all colleges 
and universities in toe more fortunate countries of today’s 
world, but has in fact become an essential component of 
university experience. At most American colleges or 
universities, for example, a student (both at the graduate 
and undergraduate levels) who is interested in spending 
time abroad can take a semester, a year or even a longer, 
period with no questions asked. The reasons for taking 
time off are as varied as the people who do that and the 
interests they have. Students take time off because: They 
are interested in studying a particular subject ax a particular 
university abroad; they want to visit a certain country; they 
want to have a more cosmopolitan experience; they would 
like to experience independence, or simply because they 
wish to change the scene a little. 

When I was in the U.S. I knew students who left for 


Africa to study a certain animal in its natural habitat; 
students who went to toe former USSR to find oat what the 
“other 1 * system was like; students who travelled in India to 
gain first-hand experience of daily Indian life; and others 
who went to China without having toe faintest idea of what 
to expect just “for the bee of it.” 

The benefits of study or stay abroad, even for a short 
period, are limitless. One deepens one's knowledge of a 
certain field. Would not an anthropologist specialising in 
nomadic cultures make great nse of a stay in die Near East? 
Would not a student of ours specialising in English 
language or literature benefit immensely from spending a 
semester or a year in Britain or America? This is especially 
true in the case of our students most of whom have very 
little knowledge of the world and very tittle self-reliance. 

We bear so many things about toe Arab Nation. At 
school, we study its history, its geography, its economy, 
etc. 

But very few of us, while still studying, get toe chance to 
see another Arab country. All of my life I have heard about 
Damascus, Aleppo and Kasab. I had toe chance to visit 
them only a couple of years ago. I would have immensely 
enjoyed spending a year at Aleppo University, at the 
University of Cairo, or at the American University of 
Beirut. Most of our students are too reliant on their 
parents, even when they study at Yarmouk or Mn’ta and 
their parents live in Amman. A Stay at European, 
American, South Asian or even Arab university would give 
them the chance to manage and function on their own a 
little more assertively ana affirmatively. 

Exchange programmes of this sort are almost unheard of 
at our universities. In fact, our students, the vast majority, 
I would say, do not know what “exchange” means; they are 
not familiar with it. They do not see other fellow students 
practising it, and our institutions neither introduce the idea 
nor encourage students to embark on it. This is something 
that we do not trouble ourselves with, even though there is 
nothing against it in our laws. It is unfortunate that oar 
students, especially at the undergraduate level, go to 
university and want to finish in three or four years and 
leave. 

Were our students, under toe present circumstances, to 
embark on such an adventure, tremendous obstacles would 
emerge. Fust and foremost would be the parents. What do 
you mean you want to take a year off, they would say? Tbe 
second obstacle would be toe different systems at tbe 
different universities, especially in tbe Arab World where 
tbe year-system, as opposed to toe credit-hour system, is 
still alive and kicking in many countries. Coordination of 
such programmes among Arab countries would be a real 
headache. It is a sad fact, but true nonetheless, that it 
would be easier and more convenient for one of our 



Pakistan’s missing opportunities 


By Dr. S. Farooq Hasanat 

RECENT INFIGHTING 
in Karachi received mixed 
reactions. On the one band 
it made toe opponents of 
Pakistan gloat with joy. On 
the other, countries like 
Jordan expressed sympathy, 
and concern, hoping that 
the violent conflict would 
subside soon. While the un- 
abated violence went on, a 
number of questions are 
being raised, relating to 
nearly all aspects of the 
Pakistani society. Pakistani 
commentators are divided 
in their interpretation of the 
situation. Some say that toe 
authorities have not used 
enough force to end the 
violence, while others 
maintain that it was the 
arbitrary use of force that 
led to the present situation. 

The explanation to the 
cause of toe strife in the 
urban centres of Pakistan, 
however, deserves a much 
more careful analysis. The 
dilemma has to be assessed 
in a perspective that is 
based on an understanding 
of developing societies that 
are composed of multi- 
ethnic and lingual com- 
munities. The violence has 
at least two causes. First, it 
is the result of toe gradually 
attained defects in the 
administrative management 
of the country and second, 
it was escalated by the lack 
of the determination on be- 
half of the political lead- 
ership to improve tbe coun- 
try’s infrastructure up to tbe 
demands of the day. More 
broadly speaking, the 
Pakistani domestic conflict 
has to be analysed within 
the framework of a multiple 
of factors, ranging from the 
external pressures to that of 
the readjustment in the 
domestic institutions. 

This situation could not 
have surfaced at a worse 
time, when in the post-cold 
war era, developing coun- 
tries and regional groupings 
are striving to attract the 


mucb needed investment 
from abroad. It came at a 
tune when multinational 
corporation are planning 
enterprises in the develop- 
ing countries, where the re- 
quirement of a cheap 
labour can be met. Pakistan 
has an adv antage in this 
regard of having a fairly 
large trained labour force. 
This also at a time when 
Pakistan is being pressu- 
rised to “roll-back” its 
peaceful programme, and 
to subject itself to verifica- 
tion under the terms of 
Nuclear non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT). In adition 
the U.S. is holding back on 
the delivery of the remain- 
ing F-16s it sold the Pakis- 
tan and whose full price has 
been paid, and is also im- 
posing economic restric- 
tions on the country. 

On top of tact, the Pakis- 
tani private sector has not 
as yet replaced the bulky 
and highly inefficient public 
sector. Disintegrated state 
enterprises still hold 
ground, making matters 
more difficult for the trans- 
formation. The required 
changes are to be made in 
&H branches of the machin- 
ery — health, education, 
transportation, industry, 
agriculture and even com- 
munications and railway. 

Success stories of the late 
20th century — Singapore, 
South Korea, Malaysia and 
Indonesia were, in the 
19605 and 1970s, on the 
same level of development 
as that of Pakistan. In fact, 
Pakistan was a role mode] 
for these countries, both in 
agricultural as well as in- 
dustrial development in 
those days. One would like 
to remember tbe days when 
Pakistan became a 
favourite ground for the 
"Harvard Boys," who in 
search of success models 
used to quote Pakistan ex- 
tensively. The text books of 
these two decades are full 
of Pakistani examples. 
According to World Bank 


estimates and international 
agencies’ reports only a few 
years back, it was predicted 
that Pakistan was ready to 
take off and mature to be- 
come a middle income 
country. The departure be- 
tween the two types 
appeared in the approach 
ana strategy adopted by the 
Far Eastern nations. In 
those societies the private 
entrepreneurs did not ma- 
ture out of the evolutionary 
process, as on the pattern of 
the Western capitalism. In 
the Asian countries, private 
enterprise was enforced 
through government chan- 
nels. In other words, the 
government itself, on- 
voluntary basis, decided to 
lessen its power, so as to 
raise the econo mi c stan- 
dards of toe country. 

The main hurdle ob- 
structing toe economic, so- 
cial and administrative de- 
velopment of Pakistan can 
be attributed to the lack of 
adequate political acumen 
and development of mod- 
ern institutions, The lead- 
ership was either too weak 
to initiate a progressive 
programme or it was occu- 
pied with such grave prob- 
lems as the Soviet invasion 
of Afghanistan. Tbe abs- 
ence of the continuity of 
political leadership was yet 
another reason for the lack 
of enthusiasm in the de- 
velopment of Pakistan. It 
must be mentioned here 
that from 1993 five prime 
ministers changed hands 
each one having his or her 
own manifesto. 

In spite of tbe above 
mentioned factors, the fu- 
ture is far from gloomy. 
There is a long list of recent 
successes, both in foreign as 
well as domestic spheres. 
Pakistan recently hosted a 
summit of Economic Coop- 
eration Conference (ECO), 
where important decisions 
on trade, and communica- 
tion were taken by the 
member nations of Iran, 
Turkey, the Central Asian 


republics and Azerbaijan. 

Pakistan has been in- 
strumental in providing 
humnitarian aid to the peo- 
ple of Afghanistan, while 
maintaining a strict neutral- 
ity in the internal affairs of 
that country. While the 
struggle went on in Kash- 
mfr, Pakistan continued to 
provide moral support to 
the victimised, in spite of 
enormous external press- 
ures. Another feat is the 
opening of a new land route 
boween Pakistan and the 
Central Asian republics, 
especially Uzbekistan. 
Transit through Afghanis- 
tan still poses serious hur- 
dles, but with the inaugural I 
trip successfully concluded, 
there are bright prospects 
that a regular service could 
operate in toe future. 

On toe domestic front, : 
Pakistan has been able to 
adhere to the 1973 constitu- 
tion, despite of the martial 
law period of 1977-1988. 

General Zia could not abro- 
gate the constitution but 
rather chose to set it aside. 
The bases provided by the 
current Constitution repre- 
sent a unanimity of national 
opinion as it was agreed by 
all the parties elected to the 
parliament in 1970 elec- 
tions. The constitution pro- 
vides a chance for the poli- 
tical institutions to streng- 
then and develop. At least, 
a foundation has been laid. 

Pakistan is too important 
a country to be ignored in 
any future regional read- 
justments. In the changing 
circumstances, Pakistan has 
to play a significant role and 
reconstruct its relations 
with its traditional allies. 
Still further, it has to put its 
options in proper perspec- 
tive. 


Dr. Hasanat is Professor of 
Political Science at Uni- 
versity of the Punjab in 
Lahore. Pakistan. He con- 
tributed tbe above article 
to toe Jordan Times. 


students to go to Honolulu, with which we have so little in 
common, than to go to an Arab country next door, whose 
language we speak, whose culture we are familiar with and 
whose travel and living expeness are less costly. 

The third would be the mentality and whimsical percep- 
tions of our educational institutions themselves which are 
not good generally in dealing with sophisticated ideas and 
new challenges. Rather than rise to the occasion and go out 
of their way to make something work, they would kill a 
programme, a project or an idea just because they do not 
want to have a "headache.” 

Most of oar educational institutions are extremely 
inflexible. A good example would be what happens to 
students after they have taken the time off and are back. 
How much credit are they going to accumulate? We have a 
glimpse of this from what happens presently to transfer 
students. Presently, students transferring to our universi- 
ties from other institutions lose a great deal of credit-hours 
because our institutions are extremely rigid in their 
policies. A student who has studied a course on, say, 
Arabic and European history, has a hard time convincing 
the committee looking into his case that such a course is 
equivalent to a course on Arabic history. “The titles of the 
two courses are different and toe content is different,” toe 
co mmi ttee usually insists. If toe case is such with courses 
that are similar, how about those which have nothing in 
common, for example a language course and a physical 
education one? 

This is all true. Change is not easy to bring about- And 
yet with vision, open-mindedness and will, everything is 
possible. Oar parents are not as unreasonable as many 
would have us believe. The minute the system begins to 
work, they will be competing to let their kids take part. As 
for our institutions, while it is next to impossible to sway 
their minds from “below” (i.e. through motions and 
proposals by students and faculty members), it is very easy 
to sway their minds and bend their arms from above. The 
initiative has to come from those directly m charge of 
higher education themselves, and the idea will work like 
magic. Tbe ball is in the court of the Higher Educational 
Council and high ranking administrators at our universities. 

Deepdown our society is receptive to good ideas. 
Deepdown our administrators (at least a good number of 
them) are also receptive of good ideas and of positive 
signals. In the matter at hand, such a signal has already 
been given — by His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, during his recent visit to the Fulbright headquar- 
ters in Amm an. 

We have a great deal to gain from exchange program- 
mes. At least we will make life for our students, who find 
themselves on campuses without much life and who are 
extremely bored, a little more exciting and stimulating. 


U.S. -Russian 
summit to face 
host of problems 


By Graham Brown 

Agence France Pressc 

MOSCOW — The U.S.- 
Russia summit here in May 
will have to grapple with a 
daunting list of. past-cold 
war problems ranging from 
Russian instability to Euro- 
pean security and a right- 
wing resurgence in 
Washington. 

On Monday, after nearly 
six months of hesitation. 
President Bill Clinton final- 
ly accepted a Russian in- 
vitation to celebrations in 
Moscow marking the end of 
World War U in Europe, 
and to a summit two days 
afterwards. 

Once toe victory party is 
oyer, tbe two presidents 
will have to come to grips 
with disputes including 
Russian aggression in 
Chechenya, expansion of 
NATO, Russian nuclear 
support for Iran and the 
war in ex-Yugoslavia. 

Sergei Stankevitch, a 
member of the foreign rela- 
tions commission of the 
Russian Duma (lower 
house of parliament), said 
agreement to hold toe sum- 
mit was a victory for U.S. 
and Russian diplomacy at a 
time of deteriorating rela- 
tions. 

“There is no doubt that 
relations between our two 
countries are and will con- 
tinue to become more tense 
and more cool, and less 
important.” 

Most of the quarrels be- 
tween the two sides are 
likely to get a pre-summit 
airing at a meeting in Gene- 
va between U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christ- 
opher and Russian Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev 
on Wednesday and Thurs- 
day. 

Cl inton has already been 
strongly attacked by power- 
ful rightwing Republican 
Senator Jesse Helms for 
accepting the invitation to 
Moscow while Russian 
troops are still using milit- 
ary might to crash seces- 
sionists in break-away 
Chechenya. 

Clinton accepted the in- 
vitation only after President 
Boris Yeltsin announced 
that there would be none of 
the traditional military 
hardware on display at the 
May 9 WWII victory com- 
mem mo ration in Red 
Square. 

But Mr. Helms claimed 
that Mr. Clinton's presence 
would still be seen as tacit 
acceptance of Russian bru- 
tality in the Chechenya war, 
which is still raging after 


. more than three months. - 
: Mr. Clinton’s refusal to 
be too scathing in conde- 
mnation of the Chechenya 
conflict reflects Washing- 
ton’s belief that Mr. Yeltsm 
is still toe best bet to push 
through political and eco- 
nomic reform in Russia. 

One major reason for 
Mr. Clinton's trip will be to 
cajole a reluctant Russian 
parliament to ratify the 
START II treaty, under 
which 9,000 U.S. former 
Soviet warheads would be 
destroyed by the year 2003. 

The Strategic Arms Re- 
duction Treaty was signed j 
in January 1993 by Mr. 
Yeltsin and former U.S. 
president George Bush, but 
has yet to be ratified by 
either side. 

U.S. intelligence sources 
say that toe Duma is reluc- 
tant to ratify the treaty and 
run down Russia’s nuclear 
forces, given the poor state 
of its conventional forces. 

Another nuclear hot 
potato is U.S. anger at a 
contract recently signed by 
Russia to complete the 
Bushehr nuclear power sta- 
tion in Iran. 

Washington claims the 
plant would give Iran a 
capability to make nuclear 
bombs. Russia denies this, 
and says the United States 
is trying to keep it out of the 
lucrative Iranian market 

The U.S. Congress has 
threatened to block aid to 
Russia if it goes ahead with 
the project. 

But diplomats say the 
hardest summit issue could 
be overcoming Russian 
objections to plans for ex- 
panding toe North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) to take in former 
Soviet bloc countries Po- 
land, Hungary and toe 
Czech Republic. 

Since the last U.S.- 
Russia summit, held in 
Washington in September, 
the Russian leadership has 
stepped up its rhetoric 
against the eastward eng- 
largment of NATO, saying 
that this would pose a direct 
security threat to Russia. 

But Clinton is under par- 
ticular pressure from the 
U.S. Congress to support 
toe membership applica- 
tions of Moscow’s former 
allies and ignore the Rus- 
sian opposition. 

The summit is also bound 
to deal with the ongoing 
conflict in ex-Yugoslavia 
where Russia, traditionally 
more pro-Serb than its 
western partners in thefive^ 
nation “contact group,” 
wants sanctions lifted 
against rump Yugoslavia- 









Abbadis join hands to enhance capital’s cultural life 




By Mohammad Masharqa 



Mamdoub Abbadi and Mohammad Abbadi both 
belong to the Abbadi bedouin tribe of central 
Jordan. But despite their bedouin heritage both are 
providing a great deal to Amman’s urban life. The 
Brst, a dentist by profession and the mayor of the 
capital, and the second, a film director , are cooperat- 
ing to bring the First International Theatre Festival 
to Amman. 

The festival, the Amman Theatre Days, will 
feature theatre groups and experts Grom Europe, 
Russia, Egypt, Jordan , Iraq, Palestine and Morocco 
and will include the holding of the workshops and 
lectures. 

For Jordanian artists, who participated many times 
in other festivals on the international level, this is a 
dream come true. Everyone had believed that 
Amman was financially incapable of undertaking 
such a feat. The strongest obstacle had always been 


the lack a modem management that is both cultural 
and democratic. 

Now the two Abbadis are collaborating to realise 
the dream. The mayor, Mamdoub is providing the 
logistics and the funds ; and the other, Mohammad, a 
former president of the Artists Association, is head- 
ing the festival’s higher committee. 


AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 


The idea is the brainchild of Nader Omran, the 
leader of Ai Fawanees Theatre Group. Omran, an 
accomplished scenograpber, and Knalid Tariff , a 
leading play producer and actor, for years at odds 
with each other, are going to cooperate to ensure the 
success of the festival. 

Mohammad Abbadi says be wants to involve many 
sectors of the society including the army, the Public 
Security Department, the press and the private sector 


in different ways to ensure the success of the festival. 

“We want to give the next generation of artists the 
solid basis to continue building on a modem, creative 
theatre which can represent Jordan internationally. ” 

Mr. Abbadi said be hoped that the festival would 
help to promote Amman as a hading city for the arts. 

“We have to open Amman to pluralism, modern- 
ism and high quality art to pass the message to other 
Arab capitals that we breed courageous and genuine 
experiences in ait. Our belief is that freedom of 
expression and open mind creates great art. ” 

The financial and moral support extended by the 
Amman Munidpahty is a show of determination that 
Mayor Abbadi wants to transform a traditional 
institution into a modem one. te Wc hope that oar 
example will be spread onto other municipalities 
throughout the Kingdom,” Mamdoub. Abbadi said. 

It is worth noting that the municipality has been 
publishing a cultural magazine, Amman, for the last 
year, which includes the works of talented writers. 


Mr. Abbadi, the organiser, wants to include the 
private sector because, he says, there is mutual 
interest between cultural production and the com- 
mercial sector. 

“It is the Jordanian artists’ duty to produce high 
quality art that would generate more trust and better 
basis for effective cooperation between the two 
parties,” he explained. 

The Amman Theatre Days will introduce rive local 
plays, rive Arab and rive European plays. 

It is hoped that unlike the Third Jordanian Theatre 
Festival, which had a rigid and conservative manage- 
ment, art lovers hope that the management of the 
international festival will be different. 

The Amman Theatre Days start next week. It will 
be an opportunity to test the intellectual and artistic 
abilities of Jordanians versus those of other Arab and 
international artists. It will also be an opportunity for 
the Jordanian audience to enjoy a variety of artwork 
and take a short leave from the political and 
economic pressures they have been going through. 


BOOlETWOm THE MOVE 

Of preservation, innovation and creation — and some all-American fun 
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Dutch artist Gerti Bierenbroodspot leaves 
Jordan temporarily today after an extended stay, 
her second since 1990, in which she submerged 
herself in the heart and soul of Petra. No 
stranger to this ancient place, which she 
describes as "stepping into metaphors of 
archaeology, architecture and mythology 
Bierenbroodspot said of her recent stay that the 
changes she witnessed in Petra were worrisome. 
She points to the towering concrete buildings of 
new hotels, saying "/ never tfiought there would 
be so much development taking so much away 
from the beautiful expansive views in Petra." 
The growing number of vendors inside the site 
was a shock to her. Concerned with the fragility, 
not only of the sandstone but of Petra's nature. 
Bierenbroodspot. who is an active member of the 
Petra National Trust (PNT), has worked with 
archaeologists of the Department of Antiquities 
to help save "a recent discovery of a whole 
Nabataean village in Braq." Her contribution 
was to draw exact depictions of the site to help 
strenghthen the archaeologists' case to save such 
discoveries. She recognises that development is 
inevitable, but Bierenbroodspot sees hope in all' 
concerned authorities' 1 and institutions working 
jointly to preserve Petra. In fact, she planned to 
propose to the Ministry of Tourism that the 
unsightly concrete facades of the hotels above 
the city be painted in a "camouflage" that would 
blend in with the natural colour of the rock 
formations. "It's a simple paint formula that I 
can mix for them. " says Bierenbroodspot. Her 
personal attachment to Petra is bringing her 
back to her own Holland where she will work to 
hold a benefit exhibition there to raise money for 
the PNT. She envisages that such funds could be 
used, for example . to train the indigenous tribe 
of Beduls to become rangers. Naturally her own 
work in Petra these last few months will keep her 
busy in canvasses and a book But it was when 
Bierenbroodspot talked of her vision of 
producing an opera about Nabataean heroine 
that one could grasp the power of Petra's 
"charisma. " Such an undertaking would require 
at least two years, and Bierenbroodspot looks at 
it as a once-in-a-lifetime event because she 
would only seek to have a one. maximum two- 
night, performance in Petra. Bierenbroodspot 
has her eye on American opera star Jesse 
Norman to play the leading role. Meanwhile, 
there is much work to be done, but 



Cwtf Bimrmnbroodsp ot 


Bierenbroodspot will return again in the early 
summer and take up residence in her new-found 
home in Petra where she intends to continue her 
various vocations. 


**** 

IN THE RANGE FOR A ROVER: Just as 
the new class of French Renault and Citroen 
executive cars were making their debut on the 
streets of the Kingdom, in comes Britain 's Rover 
series. At a reception which opened to the 
fanfare trumpets of the British military band. The 
Green Jackets, Rover distributor Jordan 
Automobile Company General Manager Nihad 
Zacharia and advertising agents Promoseven 
unveiled the model cars to 400 guests who for a 
moment were breathless. Was it the car, the 
display or the moment of surpirse, we may never 
know, but a good time was had by all. Just 
getting over the whirlwind attached to a visit to 
Jordan by his Prime Minister and a high- 
powered delegation of U.K. businessmen, the 
ever-enthusiastic British Ambassador, Peter 


Hinchcliff, was right there doing a pitch for 
British products. The event was inaugurated by 
Ministry of Industry and Trade Mohammad 
Smadi who deputised for His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah. Eyeing the new sleek line of 
Rover cars were Honorary Consul of the 
Netherlands Raouf Abu Jaber, Romero 
Restaurant Proprietor Zeid Ksous, Architect 
Jaffar Toukan, his son, attorney Ibrahim 
Toukan, Ideal Systems/Apple Computer 
proprietor Karim Kawar, several shipping 
agents, Rotations and other invited guests. If 
the good mood of the evening is to be translated 
into a prediction of sales, then those classic navy 
and grey Renault Sabranes and Citroen Xantia's 
will have to make room for some flash red Rover 
820Si's. By the way. the colour range of the 
Rover line this year just happens to be the 
colours of the Jordanian flag. That could not 
really be coincidence, could it? 

**** 

^AimmaANsmTf th&beacs^ the: 

■ AmeriearuCenter, in cooperation with the Aqaba 
Gulf Hotel, began the "first-ever" America Week 
in Aqaba yesterday with a reception and musical 
concert by Billy and Toni Stevens, who have 
performed in Jordan previously. On the 
programme for the rest of the week are musical 
performances, exhibits and an authentic 
American food festival. "American Week in 
Aqaba is an important opportunity to bring 
audiences outside of Amman some of our best 
artistic and information programmes, " says Peter 
Kovach, counselor for Press and Cultural Affairs 

at the U.S. Information Service of the embassy. 
The line up of events also includes a 
photography exhibit titled. "Young America, " a 
poster show on American Jazz, video 
programmes and an international telephone 
dialogue on tourism and investment. The Aqaba 
Gulf Hotel will offer a selection of American 
favourites such as hamburgers and hotdogs 
along with several prizes and fun family activities 
throughout the week, according to Food and 
Beverage Manager Khalid Abu Ghoush who will 
have his hands full seeing to it that "rare" means 
rare. 


**#* 



OMAR IN THE NEWSROOM: The 

Jordan Times proudly announces the birth of 
Omar Hassan Khalil Wahbeh (3.7 kilos), first- 
born son of JT Staff Reporter lea Wahbeh and 
her husband, Hassan Khalil Wahbeh. The JT 
newsroom was filled with jubilation at the news 
of the on- tar get arrival, predicted by Dr. Zeid 
Kilani, on March 21, the first of Spring, and 
Mother's Day of little Omar. But when our free- 
lance reporter/photographer Rana Husseini 
stormed in with the first photos of the happy 
Wahbeh family the excitement started all over 
again. What needs to be said here is that for the 
nine months everyone waited, a "name the baby 
competition" pitted JT editors, reporters, free- 
lancers and proof-readers against each other, 
not to mention the camps outside the newspaper. 
But the secret to the lea and Hassan formula 
brought about a beautiful compromise . and now 
we have Omar. 


Jennifer Hamarneh 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad! A. Shuqair 


| AMAZING FACTS 

Hr Is yawning contagious? Yes, it is, in fact, I bet you 
might have yawned already whilst reading this. 
When your body is tired, your respiratory system 
slows down and spasm in the muscles of your throat 
• takes place, forcing you to take in more air — hence 
a yawn. 

A Hr A A A 

A E is foe most used letter in the English language. 

A Hr A A A 

• A During the American Civil War a Confederate 
general by the name of Ewell frequently had 
hallucination when be believed he was a bird. 
During these times he would chirp like a bird and 
~ ■ eat nothing but wheat grains. 

A A A A A 

. & The word “parlour” originated in monasteries 

where one room was set aside in which ihe monks 
were allowed to speak (parler). The word parlia- 
. meat also comes from the same root, and we all 
- * know what a lot of talking goes on there. 

A A A A A 

• * Christiane Eberhardine, Queen of Poland 1697- 
- ' 1727, never set foot in that country during the 

whole of her 30 years reign. 


dr Arrested in 1690 on a political offence John 
Bemardini was kept in Newgate Prison without trial 
for 46 years. During his imprisonment be married 
and lathered 10 children. 

LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 

— Live up to what’s expected of you by bard work and 
honesty. 

Haq’qiq al-ma’mool minka bel-ijtihad wal-istiqama. 

— You got an excellent grade in your diploma. Why 
didn't you goon and finish your education? 

Laqad basalts ala darajet mumtaz Gl-bakalnria. 
Lematha lam tastamir fee Hmam ta’henuka? 

— It’s circumstances. Your Excellence. Life can be 
summed up in two words: Hello and Goodbye. 
Innahaz-zuroof ya sahibas-saada. Al-hayat yomken 

tal’kheesaha bekaMmatyn: Istiqbal wa tawdi \ 

— Put your trust in God and start your study just now. 
Tawakkai alai’Lah wab’da fee derasatik minai-aan. 

— FU do it as soon as possible , madam. 

Sa-afala «ilik fee akrab waqten momken ya sayyedati. 

— Make effort to gain the confidence and friendship 
of your seniors. 

B>iw«l ala kasb thiqat al-ru’asaa wa-sadakatihim. 

— May uod guide your steps towards success and 
happiness. 

La’alla Allah yn’waffiqoq wa-tuhaqiq an-najab was- 

saada. 


TIME FOR FUN 

A The husband hurried to the Health Office saying to 
the official in charge; “I want a death certificate for 
my mother-in-law, sir?” 

“When did she die?” 

“The doctor fold me she would never live more 
than -three hoars!” 

& Hr i? A A 

it A man went to the owner of the highest building 
that consists of eleven storeys and asked him the 
prices of the apartments for let. 

The proprietor answered: “On the first Boor 110 
pounds , die second 90, the third 80 — the tenth 10. 

" and when will you start building the eleventh 

storey, sir?" 

Ar Ar fr Ar fr 

A “ Why were you absent from work the other day?” 
said the boss to the employee . 

“J had a pain because of my wisdom tooth. It was 
awfully killing.” 

“Is it aching you now?” 

U I don’t know. It’s still at the doctor’s!” 

A- -A A' A- A- 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. A morganatic marriage describes what kind of 
union? 

2. Brooklyn and Staten Islands are connected by the 
longest and heaviest single span suspension bridge 
in the world. What is it called? 

3. Where was. Interpol founded? 

4. Arachnida is a word used to describe spiders. What 
is the origin of this word? 

5. Tolstoy’s War & Peace has been adapted as an 

. opera. Who is the composer? 

6. Who was Alexander the Great's genera/ who took 
over the government of Egypt when Alexander 
died? 

7. What are “the Royal Peculiars?”. 


PUZZLES 

MAKING HISTORY 

Alan Shepard made history aboard the spacecrft 
Freedom 7 on May 5, 1961. What did he do? 

Use the LETTERS below to complete foe puzzle and 
get the answer. 

Each letter may be used only once. 

UNSACHBT1RO 
A — E, —EC —ME, —HE 
A F — R -T, AME — I — A— 

A ASTR — NA — T 
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Pakistan — Land of the Indus Valley Civilisation 


Ancient and mysterious, for 
centuries the land which is 
now Pakistan has attracted 
scholars and mystics, adven- 
turers and mercenaries. Up 
its craggy defiles have 
climbed such warriors and 
Alexander the Great and 
Genghis Khan, in search of 
plunder and glory. More 
peacefully, its cities of 
Harappa and Moenjodaro 
were at tbe heart of the great 
Indus Valley Civilisation over 
4J00 years ago. 

On March 23, 1940, a re- 
solution was adopted by the 
Muslim League, representing 
Muslims of British India, de- 
manding a separate indepen- 
dent homeland for the Mus- 
lims. Pakistan emerged on 
the map of the world as a 
sovereign state on August 14, 
1947, when the British Indian 
Empire was partitioned into 
two independent states: India 
and Pakistan. 

Modem Pakistan, bom in 
1947 out of tbe ashes of Im- 
perial India, has inherited the 
beauties of its ancient past. 
Physically a dramatic coun- 
try, it boasts eight of the 
world's 10 highest peaks, in- 
cluding the breath-taking K2. 
Here, in the permanent snow 
and host of the far north, 
giant glaciers spill down the 
mountain slopes, melting at 
lower altitudes and tilling tbe 
gorges below with raging tor-, 
rents of white water. 

Pakistan Jordan relations 

As an Islamic and non- 
aligned country. Pakistan re- 
solutely supports tbe princi- 
ples of respect for tbe inde- 
pendence, sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of states 
and non-use of forces as well 
as the internationally recog- 
nised norms of good neigb- 
bourliness , peaceful co- 
existence and friendly coop- 
eration for mutual benefit. 
Pakistan , therefore , remains 
folly committed to upholding 
the principles and purposes 
of the (J.N. Charter, the 
Non-Aligned Movement, the 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference and equitable world 
order in which nations can 
live in peace and security . 
while devoting their energies 
to building a prosperous fu- 
ture. 

The Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan and tbe Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan enjoy 
very close and cordial rela- 
tions which are characterised 
by religious, historic and 
cultural affinities, commonal- 
ity of views on important 
regional and international 



Father of the Nation, Quaid-e-Azam 
Mo hammad Ali Jinnah 

issues, cooperation in various 
fields and moral and material 
support rendered by tbe two 
countries to each other in 
time of need. 

There have been regular 
high level visits between Jor- 
dan and Pakistan. His Majes- 
ty King Hussein and Crown 
Prince Hassan who are held 
in high esteem by the Gov- 
ernment and the people of 
Pakistan, have often visited 
Pakistan. There have been 
regular visits by heads of 
state and governments from 
Pakistan to Jordan also. 

Pakistan has strong econo- 
mic , trade , cultural and milit- 
ary cooperation with Jordan. 

Under the Cultural Agree- 
ment , Pakistan presently pro- 
vides large number of seats to 
Jordanian students in various 
professional fields. Out of 
these, three are offered with 
scholarship by tbe Minis try of 
Education. Besides these, 
any number of students can 
avail themselves of university 
education in Pakistani educa- 
tional institutions on a self- 
financing basis. 

Jordan also avails training 
programmes in railway 
courses and commercial 
banking in Pakistan. Jordan 
also offers three scholarships 
to Pakistani students in va- 
rious educational institutions 
every year . 

Promotion of closer and 
brotherly relations with the 
Arab World have been 
among the guiding principles 
of Pakistan’s foreign polity . 

Pakistan's solidarity with tbe 
Arab World is the most strik- 
ing and dominant feature of 
tbe history of the Pakistani 
nation. Support to Arab 
causes precedes even tbe 


His Majesty King Hussein Bin Tala! 


creation of Pakistan as a 
sovereign state in 1947. 

Pakistan: A moderate 
Islamic state 

Pakistan is a genuinely 
Islamic society symb olising 
liberal and progressive 
forces, not a retrogressive 
approach, and tbe election of 
Ms. Benazir Bhutto as Prime 
Minister is a manifestation of 
its moderate Islamic ethos. A 
religion which accommodates 
political plurality cannot con- 
ceivably be considered as 
lending towards bigotry and 
intolerance. Similarly, if it 
can accept the elections of a 
woman as chief executive, it 
possesses liberty of thought 
not narrow perceptions. 

For the betterment of 
women, wide ranging mea- 
sures have been adopted by 
tbe government to offer 
equal opportunities and en- 
sure better treatment. In- 
stitutions have been set up to 
provide impetus and open- 
ings to them for building in- 
dependent careers. Support 
centres and legal aid societies 
have been created to counter 
injustice, discrimination and 
atrocities against both 
women and minorities. The 
former’s status in the society 
is automatically strengthened 
by Ms. Benazir Bhutto filling 
the- chief executive's slot 

Some recent developments 
created’ misgivings vis-a-vis 
fundamentalism in Pakistan 
as for example, blasphemy 


erupted as an issue. Howev- 
er, a superior court restored 
tire confidence of the poeple 
in the state’s commitment to 
a tolerant approach. 


Social action plan: An 

umbrella for the poor 

The government has laun- 
ched an ambitious and in- 
novative Social Action Prog- 
ramme (SAP) aimed at pro- 
viding basic needs’ to the 
poorer and underprivileged 
of Pakistan’s 100 million 
population, particularly in 
thousands of villages dotting 
its countryside. SAP has 
emerged Grom years of exten- 
sive discussions and decades 
of cooperation between de- 
velopment planners and 
donor countries and orga- 
nisations. An exhaustive 
study by tbe World Bank 
about alleviation of poverty 
m Pakistan was particularly 
helpful in the designing of the 
$7 billion social action prog- 
ramme. 

SAP is a five year program- 
me, dovetailed into the coun- 
try's 8th Five Year Plan laun- 
ched in 1993-94. comprising 
tens of thousands of small 
schemes in tbe lagged social 
sectors. It has come to be 
known as the "umbrella" for 
foe poor because it covers 
and protects thousands of 
small schemes that aim to 
supply drinking water to rural 
population and deliver basic 
health services at their door- 
step to tbe rural folks. 

It was under SAP that 
several thousand teachers 
and, health workers have 
been employed by the. federal 
and -four provincial -govem- 
ments during the last one 
year. SAP deals with 
primary education,' primary 
health, population planning, 
sewerage and potable drink- 
ing water ana government 
has undertaken an integrated 


approach for preparing and 
implementing projects in 
these fields. 

The four components of 
SAP would cost $7 billion 
and entails Pakistan's Eighth 
Five Year Plan for 1993-94 to 
1997-98 period, which repre- 
sents a nearly 40 per cent 
increase for tbe social sectors 
over the last plan period. An 
important aspect of the whole 
plan is that three quarters of 
the cost would be met from 
domestic resources while the 
balance would come from 
foreign aid in the pipeline or 
new commitments from 
donors. The World Bank, the 
Asian Development Bank, 
Netherlands and Japan have 
provided the major contribu- 
tions to the foreign exchange 
component of the program- 
me. 

SAP lays great emphasis 
on community participation 
and one of tbe innovative 
schemes launched under the 
programme is community 
health workers scheme. 
Thousands of lady health 
workers have been trained to 
provide basic health services 
at tbe doorsteps to the peo- 
ple. The concept was first 
successfully tried in Northern 
Areas , first as health Guards 
Scheme and later under Aga 
Khan Rural Support Prog- 
ramme (AKRSP) but has 
been, extended paw . to the 
whole of Pakistan^ c . ri _ • 

Undera sp^aldifective of 
. JPrime Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to, blueprint bas been 
chalked out for training 
33.000 village health workers 
to establish primary health 


care service in Pakistan's 
48,000 villages. Under the 
programme, a female trainee 
with 8-10 years of schooling is 
being recruited and trained at 
the nearest Basic Health 
Unit. Several U.N. agencies 
like United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP), 
UNICEF, UNFPA and EDA 
are contributing to this aspect 
of the primary health care 
project. 

The World Bank board of 
governors at its last meeting 
m Washington extended foil 
support to SAP and express- 
ed the hope that this prog- 
ramme would markedly im- 
prove Pakistan’s “ social in- 
dicators. " The donors have 
made it known to the Pakis- 
tan government that they are 
ready to help in the imple- 
mentation of the social action 
programme in its second 
phase. 

Pakistan's march to 
industralisation 

The forward looking eco- 
nomic policies being pursued 
by the present Pakistan Gov- 
ernment have so far attracted 
over $18 billion of foreign 
investments for various ener- 
gy and infrastructural pro- 


jects. The private sector bas 
committed to invest in power 
generation, new refineries. 
gas importation schemes, oU 
pipelines, oil and gas explora- 
tion and development as well 
as various other infrastructu- 
ral projects. And the govern- 
ment’s power and petroleum 
policies have resulted in mas- 
sive induction of foreign pri- 
vate capital in energy re- 
sources exploitation and the 
infrastructural development. 
incentives in the new pet- 
roleum policy have acceler- 
ated the pace of exploration. 

Three oil pipelines are to 
be laid between Karachi and 
Lahore to cany oil from 
Karachi to up-country in 
three phases. In tbe first 
phase, pipeline would be laid 
from Karachi to Jamsboro : in 
tbe second, from Jamsboro to 
Kahmoodkot ; while in third 
and last phase, it will be 
extended to Lahore. 

Two pipelines would .be 
used to carry white pet- 
roleum products while the 
third is for black oil. These 
pipelines would also serve 
several thermal power sta- 
tions being set up in the 
private sector. After about 20 
years, tbe Government bas 
again started work on the 


Pak-Arab refinery project 
The three new ones bemZZ 
up are Pak-Kuwalt, PakiZ 
and Pak-Oman, having tobi 

refining capacity of six miL 

bon tonnes per annum. Th? 
Government has prenarS 
Rs. 700 billion crash pm- 
ramme to generate e«n£ 
through economic exploit. 
don and correct utilisation of 
oil. gas. coal and hydro, 
electricity resources for meet, 
ing the country’s energy de- 
mand growing at the rate of 
j!2 per cent annually. 

Hubco power station , one 
of the world’s largest private 
sector power plant and tbe 
biggest in Pakistan, is nearing 
completion and will go Xnto 
trial production in June next 
year. According to its chief 
executive Michael Woodrof- 
fe, the plant is expected to 
meet 13 per cent of the na- 
tion's power needs. Wood- 
roffe said, tbe plant being 
built near Karachi on a turn- 
key basis by a consortium of 
international companies 
would go into full commercial 
operation by March 1997 
with a capacity of 1,292 
megawatts. 

Three coal-based power 
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Eid prayer at Badshahi Mosque, Lahore, 
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visual tricksters reach new heights 
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By John Horn 

The Associated Press 


BEVERLY HILLS, Cali- 
fornia — Don't trust an 
all-gummy bear diet, a 
get-quick-rich scheme in- 
volving llamas and, above 
all eke, anything on a 
movie screen. 

Hollywood always has 
been a town fueled by 
make-believe, but what's 
unbelievable is how far 
the fantasists have come. 
Even what seems “real” in 
a movie these days — a 
scattering Bock of birds, a 
Buttering moth — is often 
a computer-crafted substi- 
tute. 

The technology has 
come so fair the Academy 
of Motion Pictures Arts 
and Sciences in February 
granted branch status to 
its visual effects members 
— the Gist new branch in 
42 years. 

Three of 1994’s most 
popular live-action films, 
Forrest Gump, The Mask 
and True Lies, showcased 
special effects considered 
impossible a few years 
ago. The visual effects 
teams from all three Glms 


are nominated for 
Academy Awards, and a 
look at their work offers a. 
rare peek at the tricks of 
the trade. 

The most eye-catching 
effects in Forrest Gump 
are the most self-evident: 
Gump (Tom Hanks) 
meeting President Ken- 
nedy, Johnson and Nixon. 
“But in a big way, the 
success of Forrest Gump is 
in the less-obvious effects. 
The archival shots were a 
third of what the movie is 
about , ” says George Mur- 
phy, part of the Oscar- 
nominated visual effects 
team. 

Take the scene early in 
the film in which Forrest 
and Jenny hide from her 
father in a com Geld. As 
the camera pulls back , a 
Bock of birds takes off 
towards the horizon. It's a 
lovely, metaphorical shot 
— except it never hap- 
pened. 

Director Robert 
Zemeckis tried to use real 
doves, but they refused to 
follow bis guidance (see if 
they ever work in this 
town again). Industrial 
Light and Magic (ILM) 


effects specialists subse- 
quently created a single 
dove on a computer, digi- 
tally copying it to make 
three dozen. The binary 
birds were animated f, then 
laid over the shot of For- 
rest and Jenney , forming a 
** digital composite” im- 
age. 

Audiences may say, 
“bow'd they do that?” ab- 
out the presidents, but 
most don’t notice this de- 
ceit. It all looks genuine. 
“It would have Been the 
hardest effect several 
years ago, and it was 
casual in this film,” Mur- 
phy says. 

Forrest excels at ping - 
pong , even though Hanks 
didn't bit a ball on 
camera. Swaging in 
rhythm to a rapid-fire 
metronome , Hanks was 
filmed miming play. ILM 
added a blurred ball later. 
The Chinese Bags in one 
ping-pong scene were in- 
advertently hung upside- 
down, and they were pain- 
stakingly righted through 
a special effect (called a 
rotoscope) that cut the 
stars out of the Bag and 
flipped them. 


There are dozens of 
other effects audiences 
aren't supposed 2d see. 
The actor playing young 
Gump couldn’t run well, 
so in one sprint the actor’s 
face was superimposed on 
a more athletic stand-in's 
body. The film's signature 
feather was guided by a 
fishing line that was elec- 
tronically painted out of 
every frame. 

The archival Forrest 
Gump effects can't help 
but coll attention to them- 
selves. That would be a 
disaster, however, for the 
effects on True Lies. 

“The whole goal of ev- 
ery effects guy is to do 
digital composites so well 
the audience is confused, ” 
says True Lies visual 
effects supervisor John 
Bruno, an Oscar-winner 
nominated for the third 


year m a row. 

A full-throttle action 
film starring Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, True 
Lies used almost every 
arrow in the special effects 
quiver. Although the story 
is patently implausible, 
the film would not work 
unless it looked as if 


Schwarzenegger really 
was piloting a Hamer jet, 
blowing up a bridge and 
jumping off skyscrapers. 

“We pushed the realism 
way beyond anything we 
thought we could do,” 
Bruno says. 

True Lies director Jim 
Cameron insisted on a 
single-take shot in which 
Schwarzenegger's Harry 
Tasker climbs into a Har- 
rier jet (which can take off 
vertically) and takes 
Bight. There would be no 
room for a quick cut to 
splice in a real jet and 
pilot. 

“It had to be absolutely 
seamless so you don’t say, 
* oh , that's fake.' And 
you're taken out of the 
movie ” Bruno says. 

So Bruno's crews built a 
fall-sized jet mockup, rig- 
ged by cables to a giant 
crane. Schwarzenegger 
climbs in, and the crane 
lifts the plane by the 
cables into the air. 

Special effects house 
digital domain then made 
sure all signs of the cables 
were removed electroni- 
cally. Bruno separately 
Blmed swirling dust, news- 


papers and jet engine ex- 
haust and heat flumes. Up 
to 30 layers of such 
effects, including swirling 
turbine engines, were 
added to the original im- 
age. 

All of a sudden, 
Schwarzenegger's a pilot. 
Says Bruno: “We worked 
on that for seven 
months. ” 


to make a little go a long 
way — and make then 1 
effects stand out. 

“They were never 
meant to be hidden, ” siad 
Scott Squires, nominated 
with The Mask visual 
effects team. 

Many of the people who 
worked on The Mask were 


coming off Jurassic Park. 
In the latter GIm , they 
were trying to make the 
fanciful — modern-day 
dinosaurs — look real. 
The equation was re- 
versed in The Mask: here 
the goal was to make the 
real — actor Jim Carrey 
— look fanciful. 


In another scene, a real 
pilot and a real Harrier jet 
were film ed flying into 
Miami. Technicians iso- 
lated the helmet-clad 
pilot, and with the high- 
tech equivalent of an ejec- 
tion seat, discharged him 
from the plane. A Schwar- 
zenegger stunt double, in 
T-shirt and without hel- 
met, was put in the pilot’s 
place. 


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 


It is awfully important to know what is and what is 
not your business — Gertrude Stem, American au- 
thor (1874-1946). 


There are no warlike peoples — just warlike 
leaders — Ralph J. Bonche, American diplomat 
(1904-1971). 


The Mask features a 
high-tech blend of anima- 
tion, live action and spe- 
cial effects. When charac- 
ter Stanley Ipkiss dons a 
wooden mask, he is trans- 
formed into a half-man, 
half-cartoon whirling der- 
vish. Because the movie's 
makers had a limited 
budget, they were forced 


What is everybody’s hus/ness is nobody's business 
— except the journalist's — Joseph Pulitzer, 
Hungarian-born American newspaper publisher 
(1847-1911). 


It is good to be without vices , hut it is not good to 
be without temptation — Walter Ragebot, English 
editor and economist (1826-1877). 


To know a little less and to understand a little 
more: That , it seems to me, is our greatest need — 
James Ramsey UUman, American author (1907- 
1971). 


(Contained from page B) 


plants are also to be set up 
with tiie help of the Chinese, 
American and Hong Kong 
entrepreneurs in the Sindh 
Province where huge coal re- 
serves have been found, the 
Sindh Government plans to 
set up a 1J20 megawatt coal- 
based power plant in Thar, a 
100 megawatt plant in Tbatta 
and a 120 megawatt plant to 
Lakhra. 

The State-controlled Oil 
and Gas Development Cor- 
poration (OGDC) is current- 
ly initiating major develop- 
ment projects at the conde- w 
nsate field at Dbodak and the 
Qadirpur gas Geld in the 
BaJuchistn province. It is also 
participating in the develop- 
ment of the Kandanwari gas 
Geld under joint venture par- 
ticipation. The Qadirpur and 
Kandanwari gas Gelds are ex- 
pected to be brought on pro- 
duction fine during the year 
1995-96, adding about 500 
million metre cubic feet 
(MMOFD) of gas to the 
national production. The 
OGDC is striving to add sig- 
nificant reserves of oil and 
gas to reduce the country’s 
dependence on imported 63. 


-Sb. 
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Sardar Farooq Ahmed Khan Laghari, 
President of Pakistan 


Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto, Prime 
Minister of Pakistan 


For this, its main target for 
the Eighth Five Year Plan 
(1993-94 to 1997-98) will be 
the drilling of 70 exploratory 
wells in the country. 


wells in the country. 

Meanwhile, work on the 
hydrocracker reGnery project 
in Karachi, costing $500 mil- 
lion. will begin shortly. It will 
be completed in three years, 
installing a 1.65 million ton- 
nes per year reGnery. It is 
designed to process heavy 
fnel oU available from local 


refineries in Pakistan and up- 
grade it into light and middle 
distillates, thereby reducing 
the country's imports of these 
highly priced products and 
save about $80 to $100 mil- 
lion per year in foreign ex- 
change. It win be a joint 
venture between the Cres- 
cent Petroleum Company of 
Sharjah and the State Pet- 
roleum Refining and Pet- 
rochemical Corporation of 
Pakistan. The Orescent com- 


pany also has an exclusive 
mandate from the govern- 
ments of Qatar an Pakistan to 
sponsor and develop a highly 
strategic regional project in- 
volving Qatar, the northern 
UAE, and Pakistan. Called 
tire Gulf-South Asia Gas Pro- 
ject, it concerns the sale and 
purchase of gas and its trans- 
mission through a large di- 
ametre (mostly subsea) pipe- 
line connecting Qatar’s giant 
north Geld, through Dubai 


and northern UAE to Pakis- 
tan with an estimated overall 
cost of some $3 billion. 

According to secretary. 
Board of Investment (BOI) 
Syed MohibuUah Shah Pakis- 
tan is expected to receive $2 
of $3 billion direct foreign 
investment by the end of the 
current fiscal year. Direct 
foreign investment amount- 
ing to $1.2 biltion bad already 
been received between July 
and December 1994. Only 
three projects signed be- 
tween Hyundai and Pakistan 
State Oil, Hyundai and 
Saigol. and Gul Ahmad and 
Daewoo would ensure direct 
foreign investments in Pakis- 
tan to the tune of $1 billion. 
In the coming years, invest- 
ment would start pouring in 
fast in tire energy, telecom- 
munications, chemicals, and 
infrastructure sectors. 

Then is commitment of 
over $15 billion of foreign 
investment in addition to the 
British investment of £1 bil- 
lion in different sectors with- 
in a short span of one year. 
The BOI has already . 
announced an attractive 
package of concessions for 
setting up of electronics, che- 
micals and palm oU industries 


in the country. The board has 
also decided to start a prog- 
ramme called investor / 
developer/promoters (IDP) 
in the 12 industrial zones that 
have already been 
announced. The Government 
will allow foreign and local 
companies under this prog- 
ramme to develop these in- 
dustrial zones themselves. 

Another project recently 
approved is the Saindak Pro- 
ject in Baluchistan province 
which on completion next 
year will deliver 16,000 ton- 
nes of blister copper annualy, 
1.5 tonnes of gold and 2.76 
tonnes of silver. Side by side, 
the government has also 
approved the setting up of a 
national task force for the 
development of minerals. 


The programme of econo- 
mic tiberatisation and invest- 
ment friendly climate in 
Pakistan, is not only consen- 
sus backed but also indicative 
of complete consistency dur- 
ing the past six years. Pakis- 
tan, which is locationally 
well-placed, offers easy ac- 
cess to foreign investors of 
two important regional mar- 
kets. An establishment mar- 
ket of the Gulf region and an 
emerging market of Central 
Asia, which have immense 
potentials. 

Pakistan’s economy along- 
with its financial sector is 
undergoing a momental 
change. The changes and re- 
forms in its marco-economic 
policies have created unpre- 
cedented opportunities for its 


economy which in turn would 
open the world of capital 
markets for Pakistan enter- 
prises. With the quick de- 
velopment of infrastructure 
projects holding the key to 
the acceleration of economic 
activity, their early imple- 
mentation remains high on 
die economic policy agenda 
of the Government. The 
National Development Fi- 
nance Corporation (NDFQ 
has been efficiently admi- 
nistering the private sector 


energy development fund 
which bas>apool of resources 
amounting to $578 million. 


An additional funding of 
$370 million has been recent- 
ly arranged and made part of 
the energy fund. 
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JORDAN INTERNATIONAL 

for Travel & Tourism 

General Sales Agents 






PAKISTAN INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES 






-sgyPIA 


Congratulates 

‘The government & ‘The (People of (Pakistan 


Best wishes anti heartest 
congratulations on 

Pakistan's National Day 


and unsh. them 


Orient Shipping Co. Ltd. 
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further progress & prosperity 


on the occasion of 
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Minar-e- Pakistan, Lahore, built at the place where 
Pakistan resolution was passed in 1940. 


Amman - Jordan 
General Agents 

Pakistan National Shipping Corp. 


EXPORT PROMOTION BUREAU 
PAKISTAN 


-On the auspicious occasion of Pakistan 
Day, the Export Promotion Bureau of Pakis- 
tan wishes 

His Majesty King Hussein, 
Crown Prince Hassan 

and the brotherly people of Jordan, con- 
tinued prosperity. 

-Export Promotion Bureau of Pakistan is 
proud of the long association to promote 
Jordan-Pakistan bilateral trade. 

Tel: (021) 512260-527116, 516285, 514095 
Fax: (021) 5680422, 516205, 5684010, 
513926, 522963 

Telex: 23240, 23877, 23663 EXPOM PK. 

Export Promotion Bureau, 
Government of Pakistan Finance 
and Trade Centre, Sharae-E-Faisal, 
Karachi, 75200, Pakistan, 


Happy Pakistani 
National Day 


ON THE OCCASION OF 






PAKISTAN DAY 

STAFF MEMBERS 
AND MANAGEMENT 
WISH THE PEOPLE OF 

JORDAN and PAKISTAN 


"Best wishes to 

the Embassy of Pakistan, 


Amman, on the auspicious 
occasion of 


Qajujtwi ' Seefi/edf 'poiter/went || LONG AND LASTING FRIENDSHIP 


the National Day 
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Almadina Information 


Take away and home delivery 
(A taste of Pakistan) 

Tel.: 685322 

Abu Azam Shopping Centre 
Dahayat Al Rabia 


We wish the Pakistani 
community in Jordan 
health and prosperity 
during the years to come. 


Zakaria Jabri and family 
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Jumping the lights 


By Sammr GtuUeb Bagammn 

Have you noticed that all of a sudden, everyone has 
become an expert on traffic issues. It's just like the 
blind leading the blind . 

Tearing down all the stop signs in Amman was the 
best suggestion all week. It would not make that 
much of a difference anyway, really! Because nobody 
obeys the traffic regulations for driving into and 
around roundabouts. Look what has become of 
them. 

Ooszng ail the U-turns all over Amman and only 
allowing vehicles to turn at traffic lights is another 
very good idea. This might appear somewhat ex- 
treme, and is certain to provoke a trail of hate mad, 
but when one of the large buses in Amman blocks off 
three lanes of traffic on Mecca Street while attemp- 
ting to do a U-turn, it all ends right there! Of course 
there is an economic argument against being so 
extreme and I think that a lot of business owners 
would agree. Surely you need not drive for one 
kilometre to turn at the traffic light when you could 
use the U-turn a hundred feet away? 

But why not just have more traffic lights installed. They 
wBl certainly help to keep the speed of traffic in 
check. Or if this is not your sort of bail game, why not 
keep the U-tums, but for God's sake, do not make 
them 50 metres wide. Any U-tum need not 
accommodate more than one car at a time so it need 
only be so wide, allowing for access by emergency 
vehicles of course. Most people I think are familiar 
with the U-tum on AI-Medina Al-Munawwara Street 
opposite Chen’s Chinese Restaurant. Here, you get 
four lanes of traffic doing the U-tum. Who is to 
blame for all this mess? 

Other known causes of accidents are reckless 
driving and overtaking on turns and while going 
uphill. Under the beading reckless drivers , you can 
enter taxi and bus drivers and kids driving around in 
daddy’s Mercedes Benz. The kids are just spoilt and 
are a by-product of our society but the bus and taxi 
drivers have to make a living somehow, don't they? 
But this is by no means and under no circumstances 
an acceptable excuse for driving like maniacs while 
ignoring all other traffic, pedestrians and vehicles 
included. But these are not the only reckless drivers. 

Truck drivers in Jordan appear to be truly, dumb, 
deaf and blind; they ignore all other traffic, presum- 
ably because they think they are untouchable in their 
large vehicles, and they manoeuvre in them just as 


they would a motorcycle. One more thing about 
these trucks. They seem to be under the impression 
that they can drive at h/gb speeds through residential 
areas, if that is the shortest route, to going on roads 
that their trucks would not be able to cope with. How 
many people you know have been stuck behind a 
truck whose shameless driver decided to get on a 
steeply inclined road? Under such circumstances, 
even the most patient of drivers would be tempted to 
overtake and take Iris chances with the oncoming 
traffic. 

So far, the problem seems to be speed, doesn’t it? 
You, whoever you are, take the shortest route 
through the U-tum , through the residential area, up 
the steep road, through the red light and you honk 
your horn when the lights go green at the trafrtic 
lights. 

For some strange reason, we, Jordanians and all, 
always seem to be in a burry when we are on the 
road. Why? And why has this “rushing” led us to 
ignore the priorities, rights, needs and lives of other 
drivers on our roads? Why have we, as a people, 
become selfish and careless? 

Are the reasons economic, political, social, forces 
of habit, our inabilities to handle technology... or 
what? 

So many of us call for the betterment of human 
lives , for more tilings to be done by the municipalities 
and for these to be done property when they are 
done. But, and in return, don ’tweas citizens owe our 
cities and fellow residents far more than we are 
presently giving? 

But bow do we implement change? 

That's a bagatelle. We turn our attention to the 
individual. All that is needed is to get one million 
individuals to change their habits and maybe show a 
little bit more love, care, sympathy and loyalty for 
this country. We then move on to improve the quality 
of the cultural and civic lives of our cities. We involve 
citizens in the problems of their environment where 
the raw materials become the citizens and their 
knowledge, creativity and initiative. We have 
amongst us numerous wealthy individuals so why 
don't we convince them to use a portion of their 
wealth to build public parks, museums or libraries! 

Wc, and only we, can make our cities equitable, 
where wealth and justice are fairly distributed, 
ecological, which give to the environment as they 
take out, open , winch embrace new ideas, ami 
beautiful, where art ; architecture and landscape 
move the spirit. 


ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


1. A marriage union between one of royal or noble 
rank and one of lower rank in which the wife does 
ndt acquire the husband's rank and the offspring do 
not inherit . the titles and possessions of the father. 

2. The Verrazano-Narrows bridge. Opened in 1964. 

3. Vienna, in 1923. The organisation's centre is in 
Paris. 

4. From the Greek legend of the mortal Aracbne who 
challenged the gods to surpass her at weaving. She 
failed and was turned into a spider by Minerva. 

5. Prokofiev. 

6. Ptolemy 1. 


7. A district, parish, church , or deanery of the Church 
of England which lies under the jurisdiction of the 
Crown and not of the bishop of the diocese in which 
it is situated. Included are the Chapel Royal, St 
Jamcs’Palace. London ^and St George's Chape! in 
Windsor Castle. 


PUZZLES 

MAKING HISTORY 

HE BECAME THE FIRST 
AMERICAN ASTRONAUT. 
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I. lit.-. I’ulher hI>I> and really wryly, sighed: “I want la lead 
the IJfr of highly wily Riiry,-* 

If. Toll hooth collrcior on turnpike picked up hi* proceeds 
and absconded. 

3. AiUancrd pianist played (estival prorcsnional 
profr-Minnally. 

4. Mippanl Cajun chef cooks up unique seafood bisque af 
croh and shark, calls it “Claws and Jaws.” 
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The magic of Clipart 


By Anm >-€ 'kusdm EZias 

Our world is becoming more visual than ever. Sound 
alone is just not enough anymore. What better proof 
of that than television? A news bulletin without 
camera coverage of the events would seem dull and 
unappealing, even if the newscaster is well-dressed 
and attractive. 

Pop ringers used to reach feme (and fortune) by 
having their music aired on the radio. That is until 
the mid-eighties. By then, a song, even a good one , 
wouldn't stand a chance to reach the top of the charts 
without being packaged in a video-clip. 

Software designers naturally have well-understood 
that. Currently most of the programmes that run 
under Microsoft Windows system come with a 
collection of ready-made drawings or illustrations 
called Clipart. MS-Word, Harvard Graphics, MS- 
Publishcr and Corel Draw, to name only a few, all 
are supplied with a set of such graphics. 

Clipart comes as a set of tiles, each containing a 
drawing. This can be a band drawing, a scanned 
image, a logotype or even a photograph. One can 
integrate any such Clipart in any Windows program- 
me for illustration purpose. To all those who are not 
particularly graphic artists Clipart is a blessing, a 
dream come true. Even to those who can draw, it is a 
precious timesaver. 

PC users can also purchase additional, separate 
Clipart software. New collections are regularly being 
released. Corel for instance are marketing a magnifi- 
cent compilation of images featuring famous cars, all 
captured in high resolution and true-to-life colours. 

The beauty of Clipart is the possibility one has to 
manipulate and modify the original tile. Once pasted 
in an application, the drawing can be cropped, 
resized , moved and so forth. Often, but not always, 
the user can also change the colours and apply special 
visual effects. 


chip talk 



Being able to add ready-made graphics to a text, a 
report or a spreadsheet greatly enhances the final 
product whether it will remain on the screen or it will 
be printed. What better impact than sending a letter 
to your basketball team sponsor, illustrated with a 
Michael Jordan's clone? 

As it usually goes with software products, Clipart 
collections are not all of the same standard. The 
resolution, the artistic quality varies from one pub- 
lisher to another. However, Microsoft, Corel and 
Software Publishing Corporation (the owners of 
Harvard Graphics) have a sound reputation for 
supplying high quality work. 

When shopping for additional sets of Clipart , one 
should look for collection that are well-categorised. 
Indeed, a given Clipart set may comprise hundreds or 
even thousands of drawings-files. Without proper 
classification, browsing through them all to find a 
suitable drawing may be tedious and extremely 
time-consuming. The best collections come not only 
with a practical classification and table of contents 
but also with a printout of all available tiles, making 
the selection process much faster and easier. 

Finally , for reliability and in order to save hard 
disk space , acquiring Clipart on CD-ROM is becom- 
ing more ana more frequent , provided of course, 
your PC is already fitted with a CD-ROM drive. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 
WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, March 23 

730 Road To Avordea 

Felix And Blackie 

Felix's humourous attempt at making money turns 
tragic as his horse, Blackie, dies in an accident caused 
by his master. 

830 Documentary — The Blue Revolution 
9:10 E.N.G. 

10:00 News In English 
1030 Feature FBm — Rainbow 

Starring: Andrea McDardle & Done Murray 

The movie is a true story of the struggle of a mother 
who never stops battling for her daughter to become 
a Hollywood star. 

1230 The Exile 

Friday, March 24 

730 Street Hawk 

830 Desmond's 

830 Yon Bet Your Life 

9:10 The Law and Harry McGraw 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Documentary — Hmewatch 

Curse Of Trie Killer Bug 

“ Killer bug ate my face,” ‘flesh eater on the move,” 
“ dither and you die. ” These were the newspaper 
headlines that surrounded the outbreak of Streptoco- 
cus a virus in 1994. Timewatch examines the bizarre 
events which led to this killer bug panic. 

Saturday, March 25 

730 Road To Avoniea 

Aunt Janet Rebels 

Janet King proves outstanding strength and courage 
in her struggle to secure women's rights in Avoniea. 

830 The Nanny 

9:10 The Cape Rebel 

10:00 News In Engtoeh 

1030 Feature Film — Reno & The Doc 

Starring: Kenneth Walsh & Henry Ramer 

The movie tells the story of two middle-aged men 
brought together by mental telepathy. When Reno . a 
solitary mountain man, is induced by Doc to enter 
the pro-ski tour , his surprising success leads him to a 
great romance. 

12:00 Concerto J “Cello” 

By Saint Saen Bartok 

Hosted by Dudley Moore 

Sunday, March 26 

730 The Bold And The fieantzfai 


830 Almost Home 
930 The Album Show 
9:30 Heartbeat 
Presented by Maria Addassi 
1030 News In English 
1030 Feature FBm — The Liars . Club 
Starring: Wil Wheaton & Brian Krause 
1230 The Hidden Room 

Monday, March 27 

730 The Bold And The Beautiful 
830 Documentary — Diving In The Red Sea 
9:10 South Bead: 

An attempt to nail down a ring of racketeer pirates 
specialised in robbing luxurious yachts. 

10:00 News In En glish 

10:20 Scarlet And Black 

Deaths occur but not before Julien has made a 
surprising discovery about the women he loved. 

11:20 Feature Film — Judgement Day 

Starring : Robert Blake & Beverly D'Angelo 

Tuesday, March 28 

730 The Bold And The Beautiful 
830 Home Improvement 
9:10 Documentary — The Nature Of Things 

Hooked In Oil 

The programme looks at the importance of oil in our 
daily life — values and vices. 

1030 News In En glish 

10:20 Seafortb 

Spanning 50 years and 3 generations, Seafortb is a 
classic drama: an epic love story, a family saga and a 
rags-to-riches story full of life, intense passion, raw 
ambition and ruthless opportunism. While robbing a 
bouse. Bob is caught by a young woman. He saves 
her hfe and wins her heart. 

Wednesday, Man* 29 

730 The Bold And Hu BeautBid 
8 Documentary — The MuyeUous MkMvc 

Trie Eye 

9:l@ Berlin Break 

Willy and Valentin ride the edge in their attempt to 

J OT ber child but they 
suddenly move back when, the truth soon uncovers. 

10:00 News In EngUch 

10:20 Prism 

10:40 Snowy River 

11:10 Keeping Up Appearances 
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Urgent action needed to save the environment 
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By P. V. Vfrekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
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AMMAN — Sounding 
alarm bells over environ- 
mental damage in the Mid- 
dle East, the World Bank is 
calling for urgent action to 
address the problem, 
which, the World Bank 
says, will grow into unman- 
ageable proportions if it is 
not checked now through 


cn ^tee7 * ^ an all-embracing strategy. 
' L • Real losses rebutting from 

environmental neglect run 


f 3i SCn< %f a l* Stb biilions of dollars every 
"USfrsj^ % year '‘while governments 
mend an equal, if not a 
prc*c/Lrcis r, ' higher, “noont of funds to 
4rme stand* address the impact rather 
fc than 'the cause, says the 
icrosofr World Bank in a document 

wi j. h ‘’ Z entitled “Forging a Part- 
nership for Environmental 
*** Action.” 

* While the situation is 
of Q ( n. indeed alarming, govern- 
or h ^/-c. 3 > °s ments and people in the 
Wprise: frS** n P° n 001,1(1 rectify it, the 
3S IVifh 0 ®®** bank ' says, outlining a 
them ay'!/* ^ tegy t0 h “ dle the P 10 ^ 

and In simplified terms, the 

bank is saying that govern- 
or table of ments could reap a double- 
Ulablc b.W ' pronged benefit if they re- 
ef jjjj ‘ ^ direct their efforts towards 

Ordc’ >■ 45 S ' removing the root causes of 
55,16 % environmental damages. 
' u Uejs On the one hand, such ac- 

Vl ,v Jurd a f tion checks the recurrence 
* C D-tfQy ^ of the problem while on the 
other it eliminates the need 
to address its impact. 

The proposals involve 
millions of .dollars of ex- 
penditure at a regional 
level, but, says the World 
Bank, the proposed pro- 
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jects and prog-amines of 
for themselves i 



The World Bank acknowledges that Jordan has moved to protect its environment but says the Kingdom needs to do more 


sulphur fuels, establishing 
emission standards for vehi- 
cles and accelerating natu- 
ral gas developments. 

The World Bank esti- 
mates that it would cost 
about £60 billion to $80 
billion over the next 10 
years to bring about these 
changes. That amount 
equals about 1.5 per cent of 
the gross domestic product 
of the region's countries. 

On the other end of the 
scale, major benefits from 
these investments include 
health improvement result- 
ing from cleaner and safer 
water and sanitation, in- 
creased agricultural produc- 
tivity and less air pollution. 

The World Bank suggests 
that the funds to implement 
the statement should be 
raised from domestic 
sources, ‘‘though not neces- 
sarily from the public 
budget." 

“To the extent possible, 
costs should be transferred 
from governments to re- 
source users and polluters, 
and cost-recoveiy mechan- 
isms put in place to finance 
new investments." it says. 

The bank acknowledges 
that there cannot be a uni- 
form pattern of action for 
all countries in the region 
since many factors change 
from country to country. 
"Each country will have to 
trace its own path based on 
its particular problems, 
constrains and comparative 
advantages," it says. 

Among the suggested 
means to finance the cost of 
addressing environmental 
problems are: 
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action pay 
the medium-term. 

The World Bank is offer- 
ing to “provide, at the re- 
quest of governments, in- 
vestment funds and policy 
advice by mobilising re- 
sources in cooperation with 
other donors” and to play 
“an active role in existing 
regional programmes..." 

The bank is highly critical 
of almost every policy fol- 
lowed by the region’s gov- 
ernments that has an impact 
^on the environment and it 
^explicitly accuses the gov- 
ernments of .relative inao- -T 
tion, which, it warns, will 
cost the region far higher 9 
than it would if action was 
adopted today. 

Environmental protec- 
tion is a relatively new idea 
to the Middle East and 
North Africa, where most 
governments and people 
are "preoccupied with basic 
issues of development to 
give any serious thought to 
foe problems posed by en- 
vironmental damage." 

The World Bank notes 
that the countries of the • 
Middle East and North 
Africa have made impress- 
ive progress the last three 
decades in terms of econo- 
mic growth, health stan- 
dards and education. But, it 
says, “this progress is 
threatened by the environ- 
mental damage that has 
accompanied it." 

“Scarce water, degraded 
arable land, polluted air 
and water, and inadequate 
sanitation threaten the re- 
gion's capacity to maintain 
economic growth and 
absorb mushrooming 
populations, and impose- 
enromous. economic apd 
human costs through dis- 
ease and early death," it 
i points out. 

; While the region is en- 1 
tTf do wed with large deposits 

* of oil and gas, only six per 

cent of the land is arable 
and the available supply of 


‘Zarqa basin among most polluted areas’ 


THE WORLD BANK, in 
“an environment strategy 
towards sustainable de- 
velopment in the Middle 
East and North Africa," 
identifies the Araman- 
Zarqa area and the Zarqa 
basin as one of the “indust-, 
rial pollution hotspots” and 
one of the “water quality 
hotspots" in the region. 
“In the Zarqa basin, air 
llution results from a re- 
iery and a thermal power 
station,” it says. "High 
levels of sulphur dioxide, 
hydrogen sulphide, carbon 
monoxide, particulates, and 
nitrous oxides are observed 
in this region." 

Noting that 90 per cent of 
Jordan's industries are lo- 


cated in the Zarqa basin, 
the bank says that “most of 
the area’s industrial and 
municipal effluents drain in 
to the King Talal reseroir — 
the main source of irriga- 
tion water for the Jordan 
Valley and of drinking wa- 
ter of Amman." 


Africa region known to be 
consuming more than 100 
per cent of their renewable 
water resources and among 
nine countries which have 
problems of poor water 
quality. 


cord 1 of implementing the 
various suggestions made 
by the bank towards pro- 
tecting the environment. It 
said that Jordan: 


pol 

fin 


"The reservoir receives 
partially treated sewage, 
and effluents from the pet- 
roleum refinery;-, asd tfie? 1 
slaughterhouse, and other 
industries in the area." 

Other references to Jor- 
dan in the World Bank 
document include: 


— Jordan is rationalising 
energy prices and restoring 
the financial viability of its 
energy sector by commer- 
cialising power enterprise 
* fa TcfetSaee-to the Jordan 
Electricity Authority, 
which is in the process of 
being turned into a full- 
fledged commercial entity 
under the Companies Law). 


— needs to strengthen 
the capacity of its staff deal- 
ing with environmental 
issues, establish/strengthen 
the legal framework, estab- 
lish monitoring systems and 
enforced ticenring • require- 
ments; 

— has held consultations 
on environmental issues 
with affected parties, local 
non-governmental orga- 
nisations and the media; 


waste; 

— has established mea- 
sures to improve water 
allocation and adopted 
speeding up of proven tech- 
nologies for efficient use of 
water as well as increased 
prices and reduced sub- 
sidies for water; 


— is in the process of 
clarifying and securing land 
property rights aild'has 're- 
moved impediments to 
market pricing for fertilis- 
ers; is regulating the protec- 
tion of fragile lands, crucial 
ecosystems, and cultural 
heritage. 


— The Kingdom is 
among 10 countries in the 
Middle East and North 


The following observa- 
tions were also made by the 
World Bank in Jordan's re- 


— has to publish in- 
formation on water quality, 
hazardous emissions and 


— needs to adopt proven 
technologies to the efficient 
use of energy, accelerate 


substitution to natural gas, 
begin conversion to low- 
sulphur fuel oils and prom- 
ote conversion to unleaded 
gasoline and has removed 
energy subsidies; 

— needs to remove im- 
pediments in the way of 
adopting dean industrial 
and transport technology 
(import restrictions, sub- 

. sidies), and internalise tbe 
soda! cost of pollution. 

— has prioritised en- 
vironmental problems and 
prepare least-cost mitiga- 
tion plans. 

The World Banks says 
the issue of dosing down 


highly polluting, noo-viable 
public enterprises is 
plicable to Jordan. 


— Raising electricity and 
water prices so that they 
reflect the full cost of supp- 
ly. It is implitit here that 
the public pays for the 
actual cost, whether in the 
form of subsidies channel- 
led by the government from 
taxes and pther charges or 
in ffie form of higher prices. 
The World Bank notes that 
the region spends about $25 
billion every year on energy 
subsidies mid the annual 
costs of water supply hi- 
ves tnments not currently 
recovered are. about $12 bil- 
lion. . ... 

— Introducing pollution 
charges to discourage pollu- 
tion and raise revenues. 




fresh water is limited, a fact 
which appears to be over- 
looked since most countries 
are using unreplenishable 
sources of water at an alar- 
mingly high rate, says the 
'bank. 
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Governments have in- 
vested billions of dollars in 
industries and also support 
the ventures by heavy sub- 
sidies for water, energy, 
agrochemicals, food staples 
and public services. 

But this development 
strategy “ignored conserva- 
tion and efficient resources 
allocation," says the World 
Bank. 


gies," and “protective trade 
regimes, budget constraints 
and the lack of environmen- 
tal regulations have permit- 
ted the survival of old, 
highly-polluting indusr 
tries,” says the World 
Bank. 
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The region's agricultural 
lands have suffered severely 
from inappropriate farming 
methods, misuse of water, 
overgrazing, improver con- 
version of crops and over- 
use of agrochemicals. 

In tbe industrial domain, 
state-owned or state- 
subsidised enterprises “had 
bad little ability or incentive 
to adopt cleaner technolo- 


“Urban pollution 
threatens public health in 
the region... (and) obsolete 
vehicle engine technology 
and low fuel efficiency have 
exacerbated urban air 
pollution," it says. 

“Historically high" ener- 
gy subsidies offered by tbe 
governments of the region 
provide little incentive for 
energy conservation and 
improving efficiency, the 
World Bank says. 


The bank finds that 
“energy consumption per 
unit of output is almost 
twice that of other regions 
with comparable income 
levels, such as Latin Amer- 
ica and the Carribean." 

“Improving environmen- 
tal management requires in- 


corporating these social and 
economic costs into the 
overall development 
strategy — by im- 
plementing policies and 
programmes that integrate 
economic growth, poverty 
reduction, and environmen- 
tal sustainability," it says. 
"Reform now will be far 
less expensive than tbe cost 
of inaction." 

Estimates, described by 
the World Bank as con- 
servative, put the “reak 
cost of environmental neg- 
lect" at SI2 billion to $24 
billion a year in disease 
treatment, natural re- 
sources degradation, health 
impairment and impact on 
tourism. The estimate does 
not include invisible losses 
such as damaged ecosy- 
stems, loss of biodiversity 
and long-term effects of 
toxic pollution. 

The three-part strategy 
by the World Bank involves 
strengthening environmen- 
tal institutions and public 
participation, improvement 


of management of scarce 
natural resources, and 
checking emerging pollu- 
tion problems. The strategy 
starts with “well-focused 
assistance to improve man- 
agerial and technical capac- 
ity and to strengthen the 
monitoring and enforce- 
ment of environmental 
quality standards.” Parallel 
to such moves comes raising 
public awareness of the en- 
vironmental risks by releas- 
ing information on water 
quality, hazardous emis- 
sions and wastes and tbe 
conservation of nature. 

Use of scarce natural re- 
sources could be made effi- 
cient if users are forced to 
pay a higher price. Tliis 
would mean raising water 
and energy prices as well as 
the cost of agrochemicals by 
removing subsidies as well 
as replacing improper tech- 
nologies with proven ones 
suited to the environment 
and specific features of tbe 
land. . 

The World Bank impli- 


citly acknowledges that 
these moves could be highly 
unpopular, but affirms that 
there could be no escape 
from them if the objective is 
to address the environmen- 
tal problem. 

"Clean" industries and 
technologies are the 
answer to pre-empt en- 
vironmental problems as 
governments move to 
address existing damage. 
The World Bank that gov- 
ernments should encourage 
private investment in clean 
industry by removing tariff 
and non-tariff barriers to 
the adoption of clean- 
process technology. 

Governments should also 
apply “the polluter-pays" 
approach so that enter- 
prises pay the cost for pollu- 
tion and establish licensing 
procedures to ensure anti- 
pollution measures are 
taken. 

Where pollution is en- 
dangering human health, 
governments should im- 
prove the quality of water 


and sanitation services by 
enhancing the operation 
and maintenance of existing 
facilities, rehabilitating 
non-operation al treatment 
plants, and encouraging in- 
vestment in appropriate 
low-cost technologies. 


After identifying areas 
where the situation is critic- 
al, governments should de- 
velop “least-cost” mitiga- 
tion plans to form tbe basis 
of compliance agreements 
with firms causing pollution 
on phased reduction of 
emissions. 

Public and private sectors 
enterprises should bear the 
cost of dean-up, says tbe 
bank, adding that “highly 
polluting" public enter- 
prises that are not financial- 
ly viable and cannot be res- 
tructured should be shut 
down. 


In the area of air pollu- 
tion from transport and 
energy sources, eovem- 
ments should phase out 
leaded gasoline and high- 


The World Bank esti- 
mates that if the region 
could bring charges compa- 
rable to Poland's by the 
year 2005, it would raise 
$1.7 billion per year. 

— Introducing effident 
pricing to recover the costs 
involved is solid-waste man- 
agement, waste-water treat- 
ment and sanitation. 

— Levying a tax on 
harmful additives to gaso- 
line. 

“All these measures play 
a dual role: They raise 
funds for new investments 
and they provide incentives 
for more effident resource 
use," says the bank. 

In the context of the pri- 
vate sector, the bank sug- 
gests that private firms be 
encouraged to finance en- 
f vironmental investments 
and to manage water and 
waste-water treatment 
plants, sanitary landfills and 
special industries waste 
facilities that operate on a 
user-charger basis. 

It also points out that 
foreign private investment 
and joint ventures can ex- 
pand natural gas supply, 
upgrade domestic auto- 
mobile and truck technolo- 
gy, and introduce clean in- 
dustrial and energy technol- 
ogy- 




Arab support falls short 

(Contained from page 1) 


relatively better than that 
f the near past, the pros- 
_ .. sets of the Arab situation 
yj- ' wm full of frustration. It is a 

* f ^ uTJ^. sult of the dominant senti- 

* “sen** ^ resignation and sub- 
'ission that the present star 

” ■> impose on us,” he added. 






Mr. Kabariti seconded the 
ill made by United Arab 
udrates’ Rashid Al Nuanni 
ir Arab reconciliation* 
ilerance and open- 
indedness to achieve better 
ture for generations to 
, me. 

Bahrain’s foreign minister, 
leikh Mohammad Ben 
'nbarak Al Khalifa, sug- 
sted the six members of the 
nlf Cooperation Council 
ready decided to back ex- 
naon of tbe NPT at a meet- 
r jf g Tuesday on tbe sidelines 
*- ~ Jt-kj & fo* conference. 

t* 1 ' 4 '' JWe support this treaty," 
* K ‘ f Khalifa said. “We be- 
W it is Rood." 

Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
“Wait has also split the*, 
nb countries: While calls 
[Arab reconciliation were 
“c at the conference, any 
a ®e of strong bac kin g for 


Iraq had disappeared before 
tbe session. 

Last week, under pressure 
from Kuwait and Saudi Ara- 
bia, the Sudanese withdrew a 
proposal to join Iraq’s fight 
for lifting U.N. sanctions. 
The wealthy Gulf countries 
threatened to withdraw fund- 
ing from the league, which 
already has financial prob- 
lems. 

Iraq nrged the Arab 
League to condemn the Un- 
ited States for its insistence to 
keep sanctions on Baghdad 


with them," the ruling Baath 
Party newspaper said, quot- 
ing a statement by Iraq’s 
Foreign Ministry. 

It said the statement was 
made on the league’s 
anniversary. 

“We are looking forward 
to the Arab League... to heal 
the rift in inter-Arab rela- 
tions," the statement said. 


Iraq accused the league on 
Tuesday of bias for support- 


“The Arab League is cal- 
led upon today to expose the 
suspicions American role... 
in imposing sanctions on Iraq 
and persistence to continue 


mg the extension of U.N. 
sanctions, saying it ignored 
the suffering of Iraqis. It also 
accused Secretary-General 
Abdul Meguid of colluding 
with Iraq’s enemies to keep 
the sanctions in place. 

“The attitude of the Arab 
League towards Iraq is asto- 
nishing and embarrassing,” 
Al Thawra said in a separate 
commentary. 


m 
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Iran has deployed chemicals 

the potential threat. 

“If Iran in any way uses 


(Continued from page 1) 
mander in the region, Vice 
Admiral Scott Redd. 

“It is a deployment that is 
far beyond any reasonable 
defence requirements that 
Iran has," said the Pentagon 
chief before his departure for 
the UAE. 

Mr. Perry said he was to 
discuss with UAE officials 


those weapons to interfere 
with shipping then it becomes 
not just a matter of the UAE, 
but it becomes a regional and 
indeed a world problem," he 
said. 

In Dubai, the defence 
ministers of the UAE and 
Iran held talks Tuesday. 


Palestinian police arrest suspects 


(Continued from page 1) 


to the reports of the aborted 
attack, saying militants were 
hurting their Palestinian 
brethren economically by 
prompting a new Israeli clo- 
sure of Gaza. 

Some 200 Palestinian far- 
mers drove their tractors to 
the main crossing into Israel 
and emptied bores of toma- 
toes and potatoes in protest 
at the closure of the strip. 

Palestinian Finance Minis- 
ter Mohammad Zuhdi Al 
Nashasbibi went to the Erez 
crossing point to back the 
protest and threatened to ban 
imports of Israeli agricultural 
produce in retaliation. 

“If the Israelis continue we 


trill prevent their vegetables 
coming in,” he told repor- 


ters. 

“Closure of the border 
goes against the economic 
accords stipulating free ex- 
change of goods,” signed by 
Israel and the Palestinians 
last year, he said. 

Arafat adviser Ahmad Tibi 
said Wednesday that the 
Palestinian self-rule govern- 
ment was making a serious 
effort to rein in the militants. 


“Nobody can have 100 per 
cent success in preventing 
terrorism,” Mr. Tibi told tbe 
Associated Press. “The 
Palestinian Authority is 
doing its utmost to prevent 
tiie violence." 

Dr. Tibi said Hamas was 
timing its attacks to sabotage 
PLO achievements at the 
negotiating table and under- 
mine Mr. Arafat’s standing. 
“Tm sore one of the purposes 
is to prevent the Palestinian 
Authority from getting power 
in its hands,” Dr. Tibi said. 

The rigged truck was disco- 
vered only a day after men 
suspected to be Hamas activ- 
ists shot and killed two Jew- 
ish settlers in a roadside 
ambush in tbe West Bank 
town of Hebron. 

In response to tbe shoot- 
ing, Jewish settler leaders on 
Wednesday called for an in- 
surrection aimed at bringing 
down the Rabin government 

Tm talking about a legiti- 
mate civil insurrection," Zvi 
Katzover, “mayor” of the 
Jewish settlement of Kiryat 
Arba just outride Hebron, 
told Israel army radio. 

“In every democratic mjcI- 
ety , it is permissible to go out 


and demonstrate and block 
roadways... and prevent the 
minister from entering 
house and office.” 


Settlers were also incensed 
by tbe remarks of a dovish 
cabinet minister Yossi Sand, 
who said 450 Jews flying 
among 110,000 Palestinians 
in Hebron should be evacu- 
ated as quickly as possible. 

“Hie moment the govern- 
ment starts evacuating Jews 
from Hebron, we will come 
aimed," another settler lead- 
er, Nissan Shlomiansky, told 
AP. 


Mr. Shlomiansky, bead of 
operation in the settlers’ 
council, said protesters would 
not use violence against 
Israeli soldiers, but that “the 
Jews will come and evacuate 
the Arabs." 

Hebron's mayor urged Mr. 
Rabin to lift a round-the- 
clock curfew, calling It a 
"campaign of cruelty" 
against the city’s residents. 

The army said it imposed 
tiie curfew on Monday to 
protect Palestinians from re- 
venge attacks for the killing 
of two Jewish settlers Sunday 

night. 


King, Queen arrive in Paris 


(Continued from page 1) 


world. We need to begin to 



the era of peace.” 

The King said he and Mr. 
Gore addressed tbe issue in a 
“very, very frank and very 
open" way. “They realise, as 
we do, there is a need to do 
everything possible." He said 
it was “a valid question” 
whether Jordan was satisfied 
with U.S. assistance. 

Mr. Gore did not promise 


that aid to Jordan would 
match that of Israel and 
Egypt, but said, ‘if Jordan is 
capable of taking tbe bold, 
courageous and dramatic step 
that it took to further the 
cause of peace in the Middle 
East, I can assure yon that we 
are capable of keeping our 
word.” 

While in Washington, the 
King will also meet with 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, Defence Secret- 
ary William Perry and Com- 
merce Secretary Ron Brown 
as well as American Jewish 
leaders. 


Syria, Israel take a break 


(Continued from page 1) 
Al Thawra accused Israel 
of trying to prolong previous 
negotiations oat said the Jew- 
ish state would not be able to 
do so at tiie current session 
because the mechanism 
agreed with Mr. Christopher 
finked discussions of further 
peace steps with the outcome 
of the ambassadorial talks. 

Officials said earlier the 
success of tbe ambassadorial 
talks would pave the way for 
talks at a higher level involv- 


ing the army chiefs of staff of 
Syria and Israel. 

They said a December ses- 
sion in which tiie Syrian and 
Israeli chiefs of staff took 
part had failed because of 


tougb Israeli demands, in- 
cluding 


_ one for preservation 
of Israeli observation posts at 
the Golan. 

Al Thawra said the current 


session was very important 
“because its outcome will de- 


cide the fate of the peace 
process." 
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Revolt brews over 
world trade body 
leadership deal 


GENEVA (R) — Develop- 
ing countries in the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
hinted Wednesday they 


might withhod quick en- 
dorsement of a Dig-power 
deal under which Italy's Re- 



nato Ruggiero would become 
head of the new body. 

Envoys from Asia, Africa 
and Latin America said they 
wanted more details on the 
deal and also clarification of 
remarks by Mr. Ruggiero in 
Washington on including dis- 
cussion of trade and labour 
conditions in the WTO agen- 
da. 

“We are not at all happy 
with the way this has been 
handled," said one key envoy 
after discussions with col- 
leagues from other emerging 
economies. “It is far from 
certain that we can agree at 
this stage." 

The revolt among develop- 
ing countries, who constitute 
the overwhelming majority of 
the 128 present and pending 
members of the WTO, 
brewed as Mr. Ruggiero 
headed for talks with envoys 
in Geneva, probably on 
Thursday. 
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Ren&to Ruggiero 

The candidate of the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) to become 
the first long-term director- 
general of the WTO, he had 
appeared certain to get the 
job Tuesday when the United 
States which had long 
opposed him swung support 
behind the Italian. 

But in a mysterious back- 
stage deal, Washington 
apparently won the with- 
drawal from the race of Kim 
Chul-su of South Korea, the 
only other remaining conten- 
der, by offering him a con- 
solation prize — the post of 
deputy to Mr. Ruggiero. 

Many trade diplomats were 

g uzzled why the United 
rates should feel the need to 
accommodate Mr. Kim, who 
like Mr. Ruggiero had earlier 
been described as “unaccept- 
able” by a senior aide to U.S. 
Trade Representative Mick- 
ey Kantor. 

Since the withdrawal of the 
U.S. candidate, ex-president 
Carlos Salinas de Gortari of 


Peanuts 


reports from Washington that 
Mr. Ruggiero, in a new con- 
ference with Mr. Kantor 
Tuesday, had said the ex- 
plsoive “trade and labour" 
issue should be discussed in 
the WTO. 

“We will certainly want to 
know exactly what his views 
are on that," said one ambas- 
sador. “If he says he will push 
the social clause, then I don't 
see how we can support 
him." 

But other envoys said the 
64-year-old Ruggiero, cur- 
rently an executive of the Fiat 
Motor Company, would 
probably argue that his re- 
sponse to questions on the 
issue had only been intended 
to suggest it could be raised 
in the WTO if delegations 
wanted it. 

The United States fought 
hard in 1993 and 1994 to have 
the trade and labour link — 
covering the claimed advan- 
tage developing countries 
have in selling goods made 
with cheap labour — in- 
cluded on the WTO agenda. 


U.S. January trade gap soars on record imports 


Mexico in the wake of his 
country's financial crisis and 
a political scandal, most of 
his support had gone to Mr. 
Ruggiero, giving him an un- 
assailable lead. 

Developing-oountry diplo- 
mats, some of whom had 
backed Mr. Kim, expressed 
anger over the Washington- 
Seoul deal. “Who are these 
two to decide for everyone 
else that there will be a fourth 
deputy director-general?" 
demanded one. 

There are presently three 
deputies to the current WTO 
chief, Peter Sutherland of 
Ireland — from the United 
States, Mexico and India. 
Under WTO rules, deputies 
are appointed by the 
director-general himself. 

Envoys from African coun- 
tries in the WTO met 
Wednesday to discuss their 
stand. Some said they felt 
their dignity had been 
affronted by the offer of a 
deputy post to Mr. Kim, who 
would be the second Asian m 
that role, while there was no 
African. 

Developing-countiy envoy 
had also been alarmed by 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. deficit on trade in goods 
and services shot up 68.4 per 
cent to $12.23 billion in Janu- 
ary as imports hit a record 
and exports sagged, the Com- 
merce Department said 
Wednesday. 

The trade gap was far 
worse than anticipated by 
Wall Street economists, who 
had forecast a .$9.05 billion 
shortfall and seemed certain 
to renew pressure against the 
dollar, which has already set 
record lows. 

The huge January deficit 
occurred despite an improve- 
ment in trade with Japan 
from December. Trade with 
economically ailing Mexico 
produced a large deficit in 


January as it rapidly faded as 
a market for American ex- 
ports. 

The department revised its 
previous estimate of the over- 
all December deficit down 
slightly to $12.23 billion from 
$12.34 billion reported a 
month ago. 

The United States typically 
runs a surplus on trade with 
other countries in services 
such as travel and tourism 
that partly offsets lug deficits 
on trade in merchandise or 
goods such as cars and televi- 
sion sets. 

In January, the merchan- 
dise deficit dim bed 33 per 
cent to a record $17.19 billion 
from $12.90 billion in De- 
cember. At the same time, 


the surplus on services shrank 
12 per cent to S4.96 billion 
from $5.64 billion in Decem- 
ber. 

Total imports of goods and 
services increased 2.9 per 
cent in January to a record 
$72.93 billion while exports 
fell 4.6 per cent to $60.70 
illion. 

Exports of civilian aircraft 
plummeted nearly SI billion 
to $524 million in January 
from $1.47 billion in Decem- 
ber and were the weakest for 
any month since February 
1978, the department said. 
Capital goods expors of all 
types dropped $2.1 billion 
from December's pace to 
S16.84 billion as the United 
States recorded its first 


monthly deficit on this key 
category of highly manufac- 


On a country-by-country 
basis, the politically sensitive 
deficit on trade in goods with 
Japan declined 12.5 per cent 
to $4.86 billion from $5.55 
billion in December. But the 
deficit with China, the other 
rapidly emerging Asian trade 
giant, kept climbing by a 
steep 34 per cent in January 
to $2.72 trillion. 

Car trade accounts for ab- 
out two-thirds of the total 
deficit on trade with Japan 
and is a continual source of 
friction that has led to several 
blowups. On Tuesday, Com- 
merce Secretary Ron Brown 


Kuwaiti sees limited foreign role in sell-offs 



KUWAIT (R) — Privatisa- 
tion in Kuwait will depend 
more on domestic than fore- 
ign investors because of res- 
trictions on foreign own- 
ership of assets, a commercial 
banker has said. 

“The realities of our mar- 
ket place are that foreign 
investment will always consti- 
tute a relatively modest part 
of overall capital formation in 
Kuwait," Ibrahim Dabdoub, 
chief general manager of 
National Bank of Kuwait 
(NBK), told an investment 
conference. 

“This in turn means that 
the success of privatisation 
hinges on its ability to attract 
sufficient domestic capital, 
and to a lesser extent capital 
from other GCC countries,” 


be argued. 

He noted that only citizens 
of the six states of the Gulf 
Cooperation Cotmcfl (GCC) 
may own shares on com- 
panies listed on the Kuwait 
Stock Exchange. 

By law foreigners may own 
up to 49 per cent of Kuwaiti 
firms but only up to 40 per 
cent of banks and insurance 
companies. 

The government is in the 
early stages of transferring its 
total $2.7 billion stake in 
more than 60 local companies 
to the ‘domestic- private sector 
over five next three to five 
years. 

The first few sales were 
restricted to GCC purchas- 
ers. 

The government wants to 


attract back into Kuwait 
some of the estimated $60 
billion to $100 billion 
Kuwaitis, hold in private 
assets ohtside the country. 

Mr. Dabdoub said that to 
the extent that privatisation 
sales were restricted to GCC 
buyers, then Kuwaiti banks 
were the ideal choice to coor- 
dinate the issues given, their 
local knowledge. 

He said it might be prema- 
ture to lift Kuwait’s curbs on 
foreign ownership of assets 
because “the absorptive 
capacity of the capital market 
for portfolio investment is 
still quite limited in view of 
the small size and the low 
level of the liquidity in the 
equity market." 


He said foreigners would 
prefer direct investment in 
joint venture industrial pro- 
jects to holdings of equity 
portfolios. 

He cited a joint venture 
investment by America’s Un- 
ion Carbide Corp in a $2 
bflfion petrochemical complex 
south of Kuwait City due to 
start up in 1997. It is one of 
the few major foreign invest- 
ments planend in the oil-rich 
emirate. 

Mfr. Dabdoub said other 
targets of possible foreign in- 
terest were plans to privatise 
telecommunications and 
possibly power and water uti- 
lities, ana tentative plans to 
allow a resumption of foreign 
participation m oil explora- 
tion and production. 


India moves to boost infrastructure 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — In- 
dia is hoping to lure sizeable 
foreign investment with a re- 
cently unveiled five-year rax 
holiday to improve its creaky 
infrastructure, singled out as 
the main obstacle to rapid 
industrial growth. 

The incentive follows the 
offer of counter-guarantees 
assuring 16 per cent annual 
returns on investments to 
eight foreign-funded power 
projects and the floating of 
tenders for baric telephone 
services! . 

Finns . building highways, ■ 
expressways and new 
bridges, airports, ports and 
rapid mass transport systems 
would not have to pay taxes 
on their income for a period 
of five years under the gov- 
ernment budget announce- 
ment last week. 

In addition, financial in- 
stitutions would get a 40 per 
cent rax break on the interest 
income they earn from fund- 
ing such projects. 

“The tax incentives are a 
manifestation of our commit- 
ment to put the private sector 
at the forefront in the man- 
agement of our infrastruc- 
ture, “Finance Minister Man- 
mohan Singh told foreign 
correspondents. 

Infrastructure deficiencies 
— a poor road network, in- 


adequate aviation and port 
facilities, shortage of power 
and lack of modern telecom- 
munications — are seen as 
serious hurdles to industrial 
growth in India. 

Many foreign investors 
have shied away from setting 
up projects in the country 
citing the absence of crucial 
in frastructu re, which needs 
an infusion of several billions 
of dollars to meet current and 
future demand. 

“Adequate quantity, quali- 
ty and reliability of infras- 
tructure are key determinants 
of the growth of the overall 
economy," the government 
said in its annual survey of 
the economy. 

“Most infrastructure ser- 
vices in India have until re- 
cently been provided by pub- 
lic monopolies beset by se- 
vere problems like lade of 
accountability, low produc- 
tivity, poor financial per- 
formance and over- 
employment,” the report 
said. 

It said the government did 
not have the money to im- 
prove the sector, and called 
for private capital flows to 
fund infrastructure projects. 

Investments have been shy 
flowing into the capital- 
intensive, high-risk sector. 

“We hope the tax incentives 


will induce major invest- 
ments into infrastructure, 
which is a major area of 
concern," the government's 
chief economic adviser, 
Shankar Acharya, said. 

Perennially power-short 
India needs to more than 
double its current electricity 
generation of 72.000 mega- 
watts by 2007 to meet de- 
mand, according to industry 
estimates. 

Indian financial institutions 
can only fund 1,000 mega- 
watts a year, and industry has 
warned that economic growth 
stands the risk of being short- 
circuited because of electric- 
ity shortages. 

The country has a total 
road length of two million 
kilometres, most of which is 
poorly maintained and strug- 
gles under increasing traffic 
load. 

An Asian Development 
Bank study has recom- 
mended the building of 
10,000 kilometres of express- 
ways, which will cost $25 
billion. Improving existing 
roads could cost $21 billion. 

The country's sea ports are 


burdened by severe conges- 
tion and mercantile vessels 
now spend about half their 
operating time simply un- 
loading. 

Airports are struggling to 
meet the increased traffic 
brought by 18 domestic pri- 
vate airlines that have 
mushroomed under an “open 
sides" policy of 1991. The 
government has announced a 
cap on new airplane purch- 
ases by them. 

Telecommunications, with 
three million people waiting 
for a telephone connections .. 
in a country which has less 
than eight telephones per 
1,000 people, needs invest- 
ments of $7.1 billion to meet 
government targets to pro- 
vide a telephone on demand 
by 1997. 

“If we are to aim at econo- 
mic growth of seven to eight 
per cent, which alone can 
provide the jobs we need for 
our growing labour force, 
then we need much larger 
investment and much greater 
efficiency in key infrastructu- 
ral sectors." Finance Minister 
Singh said. 
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THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 




“According to this chart, I’m the exact 
perfect weight for a man my age, my 
height, with my name.” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
•t by Arnold and Mike Arglhon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 





Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: A 


said he hoped for an early 
resumption of car trade talks 
with Japan and said the Un- 
ited States will do all it can to 
force Japanese trade barriers 
down. 

The deficit with Western 
Europe ballooned more than 
500 per cent to $1 JO billion 
in January from $206 million 
in December. In trade with 
Mexico, the United Stales 
registered a shortfall of $863 
million, a turnaround from 
December’s small surplus of 
$19 million that is likely to be 
the first in a series of deficits 
as Mexico struggles to right 
its economy. 

The stronger U.S. econmy 
has been drawing in imported 


consumer goods while 
Europe and Japan are grow- 
ing more slowly. 

The cost of imported pet. 
roleum products fell to $3.94 
billion in January from $4 qq 
billion in December. Tfo 
price per barrel of imported 
crude oil rose to $15.05 from 
$14.71. 

Imports of cars and parts 
from all sources rose to 
$11.13 billion in January 
from $10.73 billion in Del 
cember. 

The deficit with Canada 
the United State's 
largest trading partner, de- 
clined to $1.35 billion in 
January from S1.57 bBUou fe 
December. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY MARCH 23, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) The idea you’ve been working on in 
recent days should be put into operation today. Show that you have 
wisdom and that you’re able to handle any difficulties in you new 
project. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You are warm and friendly today 
and can make a fine i mp res si on on others. Take no risks with yonr 
health at this time or a serious situation could result. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Arranging recreational activities earty 
in the day works out to your advantage. Follow an expert’s financial 
advice and you will increase your prosperity. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Talk over your career 
goals with higher-ups and get ahead easier today. Use the right 
methods to solve difficult problems. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get the information you need for a 
special project you have in mind. Go after your aims early in the day 
for the brat remits. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You can put a new system to 
work that will make you more efficient. Take no risks where your 
health is concerned if you are to remain physically fit. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Study business condition 
early and you’ll know how to deal with others later in the day. 
Improving relations with associates is wise for your success. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) A good day for renewing 
energies so that you can handle your obligations well. Allow time for 
meditation and peace of mind in die evening. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Take time to 
improve your talents. Do something of a humanitarian nature and 
gun the respect of others by your great generosity. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Take a new look at 
your legal responsibilities and figure oat a better way to handle 
them. Make sure your legal papers are in order just in case. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Listen to what an expert 
has to say, but use your own judgment in making an important 
decision today. Don’t neglect dvic work you must do. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Put new ideas to work that 
could give you added income in the future. Strive for more rapport 
with your loved ones and you’ll be very wise. 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


FORECAST FOR -FRIDAY MARCH 24, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson. AstrokjgSr, Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Attend to more important duties 
early in the day so that you’ll have more time for soda! activities 
later. Have an enjoyable evening with your mate. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) The time is not right for taking on 
new responsibilities today. Sidestep one who is detrimental to your 
progress and you'll be more successful. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Take steps to patch up any 
differendes you've had with an associate today. Study your financial 
position and make plans to improve it. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Contact a wise and older 
friends for the advice you need. You can make a good im p ress i on on 
higher-ups with new ideas for the workplace. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Important business is brat handled earty 
in the day. Analyse your activities and be sure you are practical. 
Make sure associates understand exactly what you're doing. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Begin the day wisely by 
keeping any promises you’ve made. Go to the right source for 
information you need for your new project. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Try to economise more so 
you won’t be caught in a financial pinch in the future. Steer dear of 
group meetings today or there cook! be problems. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) An associate can help you 
solve a difficult problem in the morning. Show increased devotion to 
loved ones and there will be much appreciation felt. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Positive thinking 
will help you gain your aims today. You can make a fine impression 
on others now in any endeavour you're involved in. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Put those creative ideas 
to work uow and get especially fine results. Avoid one who has an 
eye on your assets or there could be financial disaster. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Find out what family 
members desire of you and do your best to please them. Show others 
that you have wisdom to handle any situations that may arise. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Listen to ideas of a longtime 
friend and follow through for many benefits. Make as many contacts 
as you can and you’ll be very successful. 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


THE Daily Crossword by Diane c.Bawnin 



(Answers tomorrow) 
Yesterday's | Jumblea: KGOT WHINE LEDGER INTENT 
Answer What climbers ultimately look forward io — 
GETTING DOWN 


ACROSS 
I Bar Bins 
5 Ocong 
10 Taj Mahal sue 

14 Ortraum- 

531 he rum 

15 Cnacfc lectonn 

16 Deylsne TV lare 

17 Eaotodpalr 
20 Conclusion 


2 

Ueewmn 

22 Housrtin player 

23 Run 
25 Gtmpy 

27 Museum display 

28 On pension 
31 Ah me 1 

34 Ourch creed 

35 TiH 

37 Cotasoal pan 

41 Ambuunco’crew 
member attx 

42 Family arete 
members 

43 Qimcti 

44 Ccataurde 
46 — voyage 

46 Was uitruthfut 
49 CompebiKn 
53 Mercian (jre 
S« Poison 

57 Consumed 

58 Bfckcal par 
62 fleoiewm 

graphraiiy 
6J Certain lea 
64 Nasiateoi 
lorrvs 

€5 Does 

newSevtw* 

66 jacket mat? riel 

67 Fonw unit 

DOWN 

1 Lugged 

2 Singly 

3 Hitchcock Urn. 
The— * 

« T®fller 

5 Elan 

6 Altai's aKrid 

7 Locked over 

8 Pod seed 

9 Dears . 

10 MwepaM 

1 1 Soccer pokil 


MW Bilii MMMHI 

mmmm mmmmu him 


ana SSmm h 

an annaal 
■ii ami mmm 

auiaaiiinaiiy 
an aim an 
■aaann aaa^H 

I am aanaaa 

anSSaanSSanS 

j;n jjM. 


12 Uraisiiai 

13 Ml mtc 
16 Bouquet 
13 Fau 

£4 history 

25 Furnishes 
temporarily 

26 Upon 

28 Talks mHdly 

29 Fins name in 
mystery 

30 Gloomy 

31 Perfect sum 

32 Barnyard baby 

33 Nk* and Naa s 
pooch 

34 Wove a char 

36 Alphabet run 

38 Clumsy 

39 Hold sway 

40 Pre- Easier 
308301 

45 Parade Sights 


- Puzzle tohwfc 


iduuua □□□□ □□□□ 
QQH DB CUJ Ll ii BPQQ 
ouddd luuuu □□□□ 

□HQliOQULJ □□□I1L3 
DDQQ 

CaUQQPBD 

aau satiDon □□□□□ 
guqd non nnaa 

QDBGD □□□EH1 GP P 
□QDQDDQ undOnED 
□jjuu aaa _ 
□ Dorim nnnmiiUOU 
BHE1Q ami n atffilQO 
0KJQLJ LU3UU EjQQati 

uuQLi anao □oacp 


50 Ahead cJ nine 

51 Besmuch 


46 Joined mthgue 52 Oto^ng sound 

47 WaM falls uiSeafi 

49 Indian crah 54 Talented 


55 Boas) 

56 Mato tart® 
59 Fitting 
ftFeMiA* 

61 Atari 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 


1 1 
<v, 


Jordan earns 
JD 443 million 
from tourism 
last year, 
sees JD 553 m 
for 1995 


frfr JORDAN EARNED a 
: ■ i ”■ * : v record JD 443 million (about 
. $630 million) from tourism 

last year. Sources at the 
Ministry of Tourism said the 
previous record was JD 314 
-^-2; registered in 1989. The 
mml ■"<- ' sources expect income from 
<v tourism to increase by 25 per 
1 rv r cent to JD 553 million in 
1995. The total number of 
... tourists who visited Jordan 
* ' last year was approximately 
630,000 of whom 405,000 
were Arabs, 191,000 from 
.I.;'-* Europe, 70,000 from the 
U.S. and 30,000 from other 
. _ . countries (AL Aswaq). 

' ■ . ‘ ‘V*. ** A DELEGATION from 
. ~ the Civil Aviation Authority 

' ^ initialled an accord with the 

: authorities in South Africa. 

' ■< Under the agreement, Royal 
- ^ Jordanian will be able to fly 
"" to South Africa twice a week 
(A1 Dost our). 

•v. JT.: frfr THE BOARD of direc- 
*"■■■. tors of the National En-. 
. gineering Industries Com- 
•- • . pany (NEIC) is xecommend- 

' nig to the general assembly 
merging the company with 
. the National Multi-Inaustries 

■ Company (NMIC) and rais- 
ing the capital of the new 
company by JD 3.75 million 
. . to JD 30 nullion. The board 
of the directors of the NMIC 
v is also recommending the 

merger to its general assem- 
■' bly (A1 Aswaq). 

!••• ii - r jV 

_ . _ 'trie THE BANK of Jordan.. 
" posted about JD 6 million in 
‘ - pre-tax profit last year. The 
bank’s total assets amounted 
to JD 405.1 million at the end 
- of 1994 compared to JD 298.2 
million at die end of 1993. 
Credits climbed from JD 
. .. 138.8 million in 1993 to JD 
.-. ‘186 milli on in 1994 while the 
.rise in total deposits was from 
■JD 225.6 million to JD 324.6 
‘JJ. I milli on last year (Ai Aswaq). 


THE RAFIA Industrial 
Company had JD 2,716,528 
of sales last year and, as a 
result, succeeded in achieving 
a JD 299,594 profit. The 
board of directors is recom- 
mending to the general 
assembly tbe distribution of 
dividend at a rate of 20 per 
cent. Tbe company, which 
fnakes plastic weaving bags 
made of polypropelene in 
different sizes, has a total of 
{D 3,456,362 in assets (Al 
Aswaq). 


^qaba and 139 donums of 
.and on the airport highway 
fined at JD 3.75 million. 


Aie company made a JD 
28,748 profit last year. At 
!te end of 1993, it had an 
^cumulated loss of JD 1.95 
rillion which shrunk the 
tyital from JD 3 milli on to 
“ly JD 1.05 million (Al 
iai). 


_ Jfr* THE BOARD of direc- 
. ’■ tors of the Jordan Worsted 
. Mills Company is recom- 
mending to the general 
". assembly the distribution of 
! dividends at 22 per cent and 
allocating 20 per cent of the 
profit to the voluntary re- 
'* serve in addition to the 10 per 
cent obligatory reserve (Al 
Aswaq). 

THE ARAB Paper Con- 
verting and Trading Com- 
pany hiked net profit from 
JD 27,000 in 1993 to JD 

378.000 last year. The com- 
pany's sales grew from JD 
1.64 million in 1993 to JD 
2.77 miltioD in 1994 with ex- 

* ports jumping from JD 

802.000 to about JD 1.45 
I million. Local sales were also 

• up by 60 per cent with a 
> 14-fold rise in net profit, the 
board of directors is recom- 
^mending a 10 per cent di- 
pPvidend distribution. 


trtr THE JORDAN GULF 
Real Estate Investment Com- 
pany seeks to expand its base 
if operations by entering the 
ourism and hotel sector 
hrongh merging with 
mother company. According 
o the- 1994 annual report, the 
company is now in a good 
pnanaaJ situation having a 
ally-paid capital of JD 4.5 
npon. It owns a 12,000- 
quare-metre building in 


New bank for exports likely to start late ’95 


By Suleiman Al Khalidi 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s. Cen- 
tral Bank has granted its first 
licence since the late 1970s to 
a specialist bank to service a 
rapidly growing export fi- 
nance market, its founders 
said Wednesday. 

Jordan Export and Finance 
Bank, with a capital of 20 
million dinars ($29 million), 
is expected to start operating 
at the end of 1995, said Ziyad 
Fariz, head of the founding 
committee. 

Dr. Fariz told Reuters it 
would be an “exporters bank 
that will be specialising 
directly and indirectly in pro- 
viding financial packages to 
meet exporters’ short and 
long-term needs.” 

The bank will raise 50 per 
cent of its capital in a private 
placement with over 100 in- 


dustrial shareholders. The' 
public will be offered 30 per 
cent and 20 per cent will go, 
under a central bank require- 
ment, to state-owned invest- 
ment bodies. 

Major shareholders in- 
clude Jordan's pharmaceutic- 
al holding company Hikma 
Investments, the industrial 
Nirqul Group, Jordan's phos- 
phates and potash industry, 
leading insurance companies 
and members of Jordan’s 
Trade Association. 

Aii Al Husry, a co-founder 
from Hikma Investments, 
said founders were consider- 
ing offering foreign investors 
a share. 

The Central Bank obliges 
the bank, under an initial 
licence approved last month, 
to have a minimum of 50 per 
cent of its business in export- 
related activity. 

Founders say the bank will 




oasi 


r?. ■ 4 





"V’-> 




\ 

i 

3r*\ 

, x 



1 



Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 

j 

in co-naervtfon with 
Cairo Amman Bank 


IU. Dollar la inttnaiiaii«l Markets 
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Dnlicbc Mark 
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Japanese Yen 
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Bid 

1.1120 
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0.IC95 

0.1900 
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LONDON EXCH ANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange 
and bullion markets Wednesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 1.4030/40 
1.4118/28 
1.5830/40 
1.1730/40 
29.14/18 
4.9880/30 
1703.6/8.6 
88.85/95 
7.2550/50 
6.2830/80 
5.6395/45 

One sterling $1.5848/58 
One ounce of gold $381.25/381.65 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


meet the need for long-term 
financing for export firms. 

' Jordan’s industrial bank pro- 
vides the larger part at pre- 
sent. 

Dr. Fariz said the bank wfll 
provide non-traditional 
financing for industrialists to 
expand, obtain credit abroad 
and domestically, and be a 
conduit for foreign aid de- 
signed to boost Jordanian ex- 


ports. 

“There is high potential 
demand with a structural 
adjustment programme that 
has an export strategy and 
increased opportunities cre- 
ated with the regional peace 
developments," he said. 

Jordan has over 600 ex- 
porting companies. Exports 
rose 14.8 per cent in 1994 to 
795 million dinars ($1.15 bil- 


lion) from 691 million dinars 
in 1993 ($1.0 billion). There 
has been a growth in exprots 
beyond the traditional phos- 
phates and potash. 

Jordan has 21 other banks. 
Tbe Central Bank has 
ordered them to raise their 
capital to 20 million dinars 
($29 million) by 1997 in what 
is seen as an effort to force 
mergers. 


AMMAN PXN2WNCXAX. MARKET 
HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMZZSAHT 
TELEPHONE: 660170 / 663170 

ORGANISED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR HSDEMSQAX 22/03/199* 




COMPANY'S NAME 


ARAB BANK Pic 
JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 
JORDAN NATIONAL BANK / NEW 
MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT SANK. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
THE BOUSING BANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC 8AMX 
BUSINESS BANK 

■JORDAN INVESTMENT & FINANCE BANK 
BEIT ELMAL SAVINGS INVESTMENT FOR ROUSING 
AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 


NO. OF 
SHARES 
TRADED 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

37385 

7896 

12546 

1400 

1046 

51728 

171319 

24775 

77239 

4599 

7SO 

22S23 

1353 


PREV. CLOSING 
CLOSING PRICE 
PRICE 

187.500 186.850 
4.330 4.350 


BANKS 


SECTOR 


JORDAN INSURANCE 
JERUSALEM INSURANCE 
JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 


INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


INDEX NUMBER: 157.61 
CBAHGE x -0.332 


INDEX NUMBER: 134.73 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /NEW 

JORDAN HOTEL 6 TOURISM 

JORDAN HIMEH MINERAL 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS /NEW 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPZNO LINES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALRA'Z 

UNITED MIDDLE EAST 6 COMMODORE HOTELS 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT 6 EDUCATION 

JORDANIAN EXPATRIATES INVESTMENT HOLDING 


3252 

4462 

1233 

1400 

256820 

309 

15847 

560 

44220 

61410 

10753 

11648 


1.560 

1.480 

6.850 
2.900 

5.100 

4.850 
2.920 

1.100 
10.750 

2.260 

3.380 

3.380 


1.570 

1.490 

6.850 
2.800 
5.090 

4.850 
2.940 
1.120 

10.400 

2.290 

3.350 

1.380 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


TNDEX NUMBER: 125.71 
CHANGE I —0.312 


JORDAN TOBACCO 6 CIGARETTES 
ATTANQEZP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 
THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 
THE ARAB POTASH/ NEW 
JORDAN PETROLEUM REPINARY 
THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL S AGRICULTURAL 
THE JORDAN WORSTED MILLS 
ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 
THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 
SPINNING 6 WEAVING 
RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

OAR AL DAWA DEVELOPMENT C INVESTMENT 

ARAB INVESTMENT 6 INERNATXONAL TRADE 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING G TRADING 

RATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

INTE R M ED IATE PETRO- CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES G MATCH/ JIMCO 

JORDAN SULPBO-CHEHICALS 

ARAB CEN1EH FOR PHARM. G CHEMICALS 

KAWTBER INVESTMENT 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

■JORDAN- INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 


26.000 

1.080 

2.990 

4.500 

9.150 

3.490 

7.400 
4.020 
S.950 
2.650 

-2.500 

2.700 

7.520 

.860 

6.300 

.630 

1.410 

3.400 
2.000 
1.050 

.660 
1.260 
2.080 
1.580 
3.540 
‘ 1.970 


25.900 

1.060 

2.990 

4.500 
9.230 
3.470 

7.400 
4.030 
5.890 
2.680 

2.500 
2.730 
7.480 

.850 

6.350 

.620 

1.390 

3.400 
2.000 
1.100 

.640 
1.320 
2.100 
1.550 
3.530 
■ 1.980 


INDUSTRIAL 


GRAND TOTAL 


SECTOR 


INDEX NUMBER: 118.12 
CHANGE : +0.11* 


INDEX NUMBER: 139.05 
CHANGE : -0.20* 


NO. OF TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


JORDAN MA 


FOR RENT 

Many apartments and vitas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also ham many BstriQS of 
vffias, flats, and buflefing lots 


_ A SECURE L 

Hotel I 
Swelflyeti | 


Commercial and 
_ residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
T*L 81 9695/SI G609 
818520 
Fax: 818520 


DOLLAR 

RENT A CAR 


Your First Choice 
in Car Rental 


Klaf.O.TEL 

^SECURITY 
^-HOSPITALITY 
! | GASTRONOMY 

All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 

a c .b a j i a -x iv y] 

! JlU (jjlubtJ 4 j£j1a$ 

863944 - 816690 


^ cafe- 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE* 

Sweifiyeh 


UiVJ d 


, S * ** 


RENTA 



Shmeisam 
Td 693399 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman. 




REAL ESTATE 

T0L864230 




jon's sauw 


IpDuracIean 

"Flower Fresh" cleaning 
for homes and businesses 



English 

Speaking 

Staff 


CARPET CLEANING 


1 FURNITURE CLEANING 


TEL 836692 


Australia woos 
milli on-dollar 
business migrants 


CANBERRA (R) — High- 

S business people, parti- 
y in Asia and Africa, 
are to be offered a chance to 
settle permanently m Austra- 
lia by depositing at least 
750,000 Australian dollars 
($550,000) in government 
securities for a minimum 
three years. 

Immigration Minister Nick 
Bolkus said Wednesday that 
in anticipation of a rush of 
inquiries tbe government was 
raising the number of busi- 
ness migrants it will allow to 
settle in Australia. The 
scheme comes into effect oin 
April 3. 

A scheme for business peo- 
ple to settle permanently by 
loding several hundred 
thousand dollars in Austra- 
lian banks was scrapped in 
1991 when it was found that 
deposits were being moved 
bade out of Australia and 
used again by other migrants. 

Under the new scheme, 
potential business migrants 
must deposit between 
750,000 Australian dollars 
($550,000) and 2 Australian 
dollars million in designated 
government securities for a 
minimum three years. 

They must show they 
earned the funds from legiti- 
mate business or investment 
activities in their home coun- 
tries , have business/ 


aged around 30 to 45 years. 

If anyone decided not to 
take up the option of emig- 
rating to Australia, the de- 
posit would be returned with 
interest. 

The scheme aims to attract 
business migrants from 
around the world. But an 
immigration department offi- 
cial, who asked not to be 
identified, said inquiries were 
expected in particular from 
business people in Hong 
Kong, South Africa and 
Kenya — main sources of 
business migrants in recent 
years. 

Australia, striving to 
broaden its economy from 
rural and mineral exports, 
has already taken in 15,000 
business people and their 
families as part of its immig- 
rant intake since 1981. 

They have entered under 
business immigrant program- 
mes under which candidates 
have to demonstrate their ex- 
pertise under a points system, 
backed up by business equity. 

Mr. Bolkus said the num- 
ber of business migrants to be 
allowed to stay permanently 
in Australia would rise by 500 
to 2,100 in the fiscal year 
ending June 30, with further 
expansion in future years. 

Australia is set to take in a 
total of 76,000 immigrants in 
1994/95 in all categories, up 
from 63,000 in 1993/94. 


management skills and good 1994/95 in all categories 
EnvKeh and preferably be from 63,000 in 1993/94. 

Sri Lanka seeks 
more jobs in M.E. 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) 
— The government wants to 
get 300,000 people jobs in 
foreign countries this year in 
addition to the half a million 
already employed abroad, 
officials said Wednesday. 

A government delegation 
is to hold talks with the Emir 
and prime minister of 
Kuwait, and the labour 
ministers of Lebanon, Qatar 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates to promote job oppor- 
tunities for Sri Lankans. 

“We want to negotiate 
more o p po rtu nities for male 
workers and skilled and semi- 
skilled workers,'’ said Labour 
Minister Mahinda Ra- 
japakse, who is leading the 
delegation on a two-week 


tour that begins Thursday. 

Seventy-five per cent of Sri 
Lankans working abroad are 
women, nearly all of them as 
bouse maids in the’ Middle 
East. 

“We want to correct the- 
imbalance and send more 
men abroad, especially in 
other professions such as the 
construction industry to 
avoid exploitation. We would 
like to capture 10 per cent of 
jobs for foreign workers in 
the Middle East,” said Mr. 
Rajapakse. 

Sri Lankans working 
abroad were the nation's 
largest money-earners last 
year, remitting 33 billion 
rupees ($675 million). 


STUDIO HAHS 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 

• JUMMO pM of 
atom SO % burgmr 


iequette 

/ Restaurant 


, FRENCH QUI 
ENJOUpc 


Wfmm mniarp*- 

mt 20 x 30 cm 


Jlanic none: SM04 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


SZECHWAN GWENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 


RENTA 

RELIABLE CAR 
AT A 

RELIABLE PRICE 

TEL: 6/819676 
FAX: 6 / 819676 
ABDOUN 

WE HAVc NO OTTER BRANCHES 


\ INN J 

fffgstaiu-anL ‘Tapas- 

Open- Vailfy 

from 

12ci.nl. - 12p.m. 

lehel Amman-, 3rd, circle 
Td 61 50 61 


[ QpmnJe-3J0*6*B-i*b*i \ 

Take awmy la awmOablm 

Sm AMrab S&aet 
Urn Uhdmh Dmnaaa) Can 

TdL: 861174 

.tact lasts* Ompieud 


(jjjjjg) 

MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 

Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pjn. 
6:30 - 1100 pjn. 
r, Tel: 861830 



Haute Cuisine Italo-Med 

m BEST TOGO INGREDIENTS IN THE WORID 
THE MOST FASHIONABLE RESTAURANT !# AMMAN 

1 Bio Claims [ — I Real '-Stories ! 


Big Claims — Real atones 

lOVRy BAND : GUITAR + PIANO 

JD 10.00 (++) Tel: 863944 


Unique gold & gems jewelry. 















Lipton Championships 


Graf, Wilander move into quarters 


KEY BISCAYNE (R) - 
The Steffi Graf of old and a 
renewed Mats Wilander 
dominated the stadium court 
action at the $4.1 million 
Lipton Championships Tues- 
day. 

braf ripped apart Judith 
Wiesner of Austria, giving up 
just eight points in the first 
set and 11 in the second to 
her hapless four-round oppo- 
nent in a 6-0 6-1 rout. 

The 30-year-old Wilander 
appeared to turn back the 
clock to 1988, when the 
Swede was on top of the 
tennis world, as he cruised 
into the Lipton quarter- 
finals. 

Wilander, who won three 
of four grand slam events in 
1988. breezed past Jan 
Siemerink of the Netherlands 
For a 6-4 6-2 fourth round 
victory. Wilander, ranked 
128, has lost just two sets in 
four rounds. 

Australian Rachel McQuil- 
*lan, at 88 the lowest ranked 
woman left in the field, 
scored her third upset of the 
week, and by far her biggest, 
when she took south ailing 
fourth-seeded American 
Lindsay Davenport 7-6 (7-3) 
6-2. 

Davenport has been suffer- 
ing from a cold and lost form 
and energy after the first set. 

Gabriela Sabatini of 



seeded German Anke Huber 
also claimed quarter-final 
berths with straight sets vic- 
tories. 

Although Graf has won the 
only two tournaments she has 
played this year, she was 
plagued late in 1994 and at 
the start of 1995 by injuries. 
Last year her results were 
patchy, especially her first 
round exit at Wimbledon. 

However on Tuesday, 
Graf, seeded second and 
ranked second in the world, 
simply pounded her oppo- 
nent into oblivion with a bar- 
rage of wicked ground- 
strokes. 


\ 


Mats Wilander of Sweden hits a double-handed backhand 
(. AFP photo) 

Argentina, the fifth seed, quarter-finals, 
swept past 14th -seeded sooth Third-seeded Czech Jana 
African Amanda Coetzer 6-1 Novotna, seventh seed Kimi-. 
6-1 to join McQuillan in the ko Date of Japan and eighth 


Wilander's form was near 
perfect against Siemerink as 
he stroked shots down the 
line for winners, claiming the 
first set 6-4. 

Siemerink fought hard, 
serving up winners to hold on 
for 5-2, but Wilander served 
out rhe match 6-2 with a clean 
forehand pass down the line. 

"When you suddenly feel 
like you can win again your 
perspective changes com- 
pletey.” Wilander said. 

"I've got the momentum 
going for me for sure. I think 
what I’m using most is my 
experience but also my legs. 
I'm still able to get around 
the court pretty good and I 
don't feel like an old man.” 
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! Wimbledon’s Marcos Gayle (right) and Manchester 
I. City's Keith Carle go for the ball daring their 


Premiership match at SeUmrst Park. Wimbledon won 
2-0 (AFP photo) 


World’s best riders for Dubai Jockey’s Challenge 


DUBAI (AP) — Ten of the 
world’s best riders from 
Europe, Japan, Australia, 
the United States and the 
United Arab Emirates will 
compete in four races for the 
Dubai International Jockey's 
Challenge which starts Thurs- 
day. 

Europe will be represented 
by champion jockeys of Eng- 
land and France, Lanfranco 
Dettori and Thierry Jarnet. 
Dettori had a fantastic year in 
1994, not only winning his 
first title but also winning the 
Epsom Oaks and Irish Derby 
on Balanchine, the Breeders' 
Cup Mile on Barathea and 


the Prix De L’Abbaye de 
Longchamp on Lochsong. 

Jarnet, retained for trainer 
Andre Fab re, has been cham- 
pion Joe' sy in France for the 
last three seasons. He won 
the Prix de L’Arc De Triom- 
phe on Carnegie, owned by 
Gen. Sheik Mohammed Bin 
Rashid Al-Maktoum, Crown 
Prince of Dubai and the 
U.A.E's mrnistei of defense. 

Japan will be represented 
by YuJdo Okabe, who will 
have ridden in all three inter- 
national challenges here, and 
Katsumi Minai. Okabe is the 
record holder for the highest 
number of wins in Japan, 


breaking the old record of 
2,016 earlier this year. 

Mmai rode five group one 
winners in 1994, including the 
triple crown on Narita Brian * 
and the Japan Cup on Marve- 
lous Crown. 

Australia will be repre- 
sented by Mick Dittman and 
Grant Cooksley. Dittman has 
won more than 3,000 races, 
including 85 at group one. He 
won the Melbourne Cup on 
Gunner's Lane in 1982 and 
the New Zealand Derby, the 
AJC Metropolitan Handicap 


and Ranwick and the 
Coronation Cup in Singapore 
during the last six months. 

The American team will 
consist of last year's winner 
of this competition, Chris 
McCarron, and Pat Day. 
McCarron has won over 
6,000 races and in 1994 won 
the Kentucky Derby on Go 
For Gin. 

Day, who has won four 
Eclipse awards, has won 
eight Breeders' Cup races, 
including on Timber Country 
and Flanders in 1994. 


FOR RENT 
Two Modern Furnished Apartments 


* Each one: 180 sq.m., 3 bedrooms. * Centrally heated. 
4 Quiet area 

Location: University Street. 

Tel.: 833582 


APARTMENT FOR SALE 


First floor, Abdoun area, 3 bedrooms, built-in 
closets (wardrobes), large reception area, 
several bathrooms, laundry room, study, fully- 
equlpped kitchen, carpets + curtains, window 
iron grating, central heating, elevator, car park- 
ing .(on a side road). Total area; 165 square 
metres. 

To arrange for viewing, please call Tel. 

819169 between 4-7 p.m. 


jj FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


2 Bedroomes, Study Roome, Tasteful Furniture, Fully 
Equipped Kitchen, Telephone, Independent Central ej 
Heating, Special Parking Area, Concierge Attendence. 

io.gqtlon-B_elYr.een 4th - 5ih_ Circles. 

Contact i 

Sun.-triu. After 3:30 Pm. Fri.-sat. All Day. 


FINAL REMINDER 

J.UJ5.T. 



Under the patronaec of His Excellency 
die Minister of Health 

The First Scientific Meeting 
of the Faculty of Dentistry 

will be held on the J.U.S.T. campus on Monday 27th and 
Tuesday 28th March 1995 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
An Interesting and varied programme has been arranged 
in which dental colleagues from the United Kingdom, the 
Republic of Ireland and Jordan mil participate. 

The Faculty of Dentistry of J.U.S.T. is pleased to invite all 
members of the dental profession and senior dental 
students to attend the meeting. Due to the generous 
support of the British Council no charge will be made for 
i attendance. _ 


Chinese 

coach 

admits 

beating 

athletes 


SHANGHAI (R) — Chinese 
coach Ma Junren, trying to 
restore his image in a concen- 
trated media campaign, has 
admitted he sometimes beat* 
members of his elite running 
sqnad. 

The squad fell apart last 
year when world 10,000 
metres champion and record 
holder Wang Junxia led a 
walkout after allegations that 
Ma had stolen team winning 
and abused his athletes in 
brutal training sessions. 

In an interview with the 
Shanghai Liberation Daily, 
Ma said he had scolded and 
beaten his athletes. 

"I must admit my manage- 
ment style was too simple 
sometimes. I would scold 
them or beat them when they 
were lazy or disobedient. But 
I only aid it for their own 
good,” Ma was quoted as 
saying. 

i “If we are not prepared to 
suffer bitterness... how can 
China catch up with world 
levels in track and field? How 
can we break world records? 
How can we win world cham- 
pionships? Ma was quoted as 
saying. 

In the third of a three-part 
interview in Shanghai's Xin- 
min Evening Post published 
on Wednesday, Ma conceded 
that the “Ma family army” 
was unlikely to reform. 

! “The most important thing 
5s that they walked away and 
their hearts no longer belong 
to the team. It would be very, 
very difficult to readjust,” 
Ma said. ‘To be honest, it 
would be better to start from 
scratch.” 

He added that Wang and 
other rebels, including world 
1,500 metres champion Lin 
Dong, had walked away with 
team funds, including its food 
money and there was nothing 
left to rebuild the squad. 

During the interviews, Ma 
has sought public sympathy ; 
by recounting his , personal 
tragedies since his dreams of 
leading his runners to higher 
glory were shattered. These 
include the death of his 
father, a car smash that put 
him in a wheelchair for a 
while, and lately bouts of 
appendicitis ana stomach 


While admitting he pushed 
his athletes too for, Ma has 
defended himself by saying 
he did it out of a sense of 
[patriotic duty. 

"I, Ma Junren, have many 
shortcomings... but I have 
jh regard for the glory of 
my country,” he said, adding 
that he had turned down 
lucrative offers to coach and 
lecture overseas since the 
rupture. 

He conceded that an inci- 
dent in which he hurled Liu’s 
baggage out of a hotel fifth- 
floor window in a fit of tem- 
per was “a mistake.” 


1992 JEEP 
CHEROKEE SPORT 
FOR SALE 


4.0L,6 Cyl. Engine 
Manual Trans. A/C 
Custom unpaid 
Price 10,500 final 


Call 673951 


Seles tells court 
that attack ruined her life 



HAMBURG (AP) — Monica Seles told a danger for Europe.” 
court retrying the m an wbo stabbed the _ Under early questioning, Parche told the 
former women’s top-ranked tennis player her judge he would not have plunged the kitchen 
assailant deserved a stiffer sentence than knife into Seles 1 back if she had been a 
probation for destroying her life. German or an American. 

“I was a 19-year-old girl when be tried to The judge confronted Parche with Seles 1 
kill me. He didn't succeed but he destroyed bloodied tennis dress and with the knife, 
my life,” Seles said in a letter read after the which has a green plastic handle and a curved] 
start of Guenter Parcbe’s retrial on Tuesday. 13-centimetre blade. 

‘I want proper justice. The attack The court will try to determine whether 
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tremendously and irreparably changed my life Parche had really intended just to injure 
— 1 my tennis career,” Seles said. e “ , ~ «-i-c* innm— . 


and stopped my tennis career,” Seles said. Seles, as he contends. Seles lawyer hopes to 
In the letter read by her lawyer, Gerhard convince the court to convict Parche of 
Strate, Seles also confirmed that she would attempted murder or attempted manslaugh- 
not come to testify. Her father might come ter. 

next week, Strate said. “This long knife irritates me, Mr. Parche. 

Parche stabbed Seles in the back while she Why not a shorter one?” the judge said, 
sat on a bench during a changeover in a Parche, 40, said he did not strike Seles with 
uarterfinal match against Magdalena full force, and only wanted to disable her long 
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leeva at a Hamburg Tournament on April 
30, 1993. In October that year, he was 
convicted of causing grievous bodily harm and 
given a suspended two-year sentence. 

' The verdict outraged Seles and many who 
followed the trial. Both the prosecution and 
lawyers for Seles, who is a co-plaintiff, filed 
appeals and the prosecution took the case to a 
higher court. 


Now 21, Seles has not played competitive 
te nnis since the attack. Her father, Karolj, 


said in an interview Tuesday that she was 
playing tennis again but that memories of the 
attack still haunt her and that no date has 
been set for her return. 

At the time of the attack, Seles was the 
undisputed queen of women's tennis, ranked 
No. 1 with eight Grand Slam titles and nearly 
S7.5 million m earnings. 


enough for German Steffi Graf to regain the 
No. 1 ranking from Seles. 

Speaking in a heavy accent from his native 
East German state of Thuringia, where be 
lives with his aunt in the 1,300-populatian 
village of Goers bach, Parche tola the court 
about his adoration of Graf, of continuing to 
write to her and to send money and flowers 
for her birthday. 

But in a statement read by his lawyer, 
Parche also said he was “ashamed for stab- 
bing Seles. 

While Seles was dropped from the rankings 
because of her long inactivity, Graf regained 
the top spot, only to cede it to Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario after 
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an injury break. 
Graf would welcome Seles return 


d t ake 


i^ r L:' 




, !f ' 




- 


V;- •* 






Ul ■ 




K I'- 1 ' 

■ , ■ 1 . S ' 

y - - ■ 


... 


In Key Biscayne, Florida, Steffi Graf, the 


•‘4 


“The loss that Monica has had because of world's second ranked player, said Tuesday jj 


this incident, she can never get that back or 
' never actually understand,” Karolj Seles told 
the Sarasota Herald Tribune newspaper. The 
Seles family has a home in the Florida 

co mmuni ty. 

Now 21, Seles was bom in Novi Sad in the 
Serbian province of Vojvodina in former 
Yugoslavia. Althoiugh Serbian by birth, Seles 
is ethnic Hungarian by her roots and she has 
become a U.S. citizen since the attack. 

Judge Gertraut Goering repeatedly ques- 
tioned Parche whether Seles' Serbian back- 
ground had anything to do with the attack. 
After his arrest, Parche told police he consi- 
dered the Serbs as the “worst and greatest 


she would welcome the return of her old rival 
and former number one Monica Seles and 
would even share the top ranking with her. 

Graf, who had just sailed through a 6-0 6-1 
fourth-round thumping of Austria’s Judith 
Wiesner at the Lipton Championships, was 
asked about a published interview witii Seles’ 
father. 

“Obviously 1 would love to see her at her 
highest level again,” Graf said. 

*T haven't talked to her for about a year or 
so. I think it would be nice to see her come 
back, but I think she probably needs a little 
time to get into tennis tournaments and get 
into feeling how it is to play again,” Graf said. 
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Weightlifters face life 
bans after dope tests 


BUDAPEST (R) — Two 
weightlifters, who tested 
positive for banned drugs at 
the Pan-American games 
face life-long suspensions, 
the International Weightlift- 
ing Federation (TWF) said on 
Tuesday.- ... .... 

IWF general secretary 
Tam as Ajan said he had 
ordered the suspension of 
Pern's Rolando Marchinares 
and Nelson Stanley of Hon- 
duras as soon as he heard 
they had tested positive for 
using anabolic steroids at the 
games. 

“I wflj inform the IWFs 
disciplinary committee 
tomorrow and they will order 
a life-long suspension of the 


two in line with the Federa- 
tion's anti-doping policy,” 
Ajan said. 

The weightlifters and their 
national sporting bodies have 
the right of appeal. 

Marchinares finished fifth 
in the. over 108-kg category 
and Stanley was suth in die 
91-kg class at the games. 
Games organisers said they 
had tested positive for die 
banned substance nandro- 
lone. 

Ajan told Reuters 40 athe- 
letes had been tested at the 
competition, which was also 
hit with doping problems in 
1983 and 1987, and competi- 
tors from all countries attend- 
ing had been tested. 


Minister: FLBA indifferent 
to CSKA illness 


ATHENS (R) — Greek 
sports minister George Lianis 
said on Tuesday the Interna- 
tional Basketball Federation 
(FDBA) bad shown little in- 
terest over the mysterious 
collapse of five CSKA Mos- 
cow players shortly before ,a 
key match last week. 

“Until this moment we 
have heard nothing form 
FLBA, neither a question nor 
an inquiry, which means they 
probably don't consider the 
matter as seriously as we do,” 
Lianis said. 

An Athens hospital said 
earlier blood and urine tests 
on the CSKA players showed 
they were not poisoned, as 
had been claimed by the 
CSKA chairman Mikhail 
Reznikov. 

The five were taken to 
hospital before last Thurs- 
day s European Champion 
Clubs' Cud quarter-final 


against Qlympiakos after col- 
lapsing with spasms and dizzi- 
ness. 

Olympiakos beat CSKA 
79-54, with only three Rus- 
sians on the court at one 
point, to secure a place in 
next month's final four com- 
petition in Zaragoza, Spain. 

Lianis said he did not know 
what happened but FIB A 
had not asked for a doping 
test. 

On Monday in Moscow, 
Reznikov said the players 
had been victims of “pre- 
meditated poisoning.” 

He said he himself had a 
thumping headache after 
baking just one sip from a 
bottle of water provided by 
the organisers. 

Sports doctors in Athens 
said the players bad low cal- 
cium levels which could be 
caused by various substances, 
including anabolic steroids. 


Second Exhibition of 
Oil Paintings 
& 

Plastic Arts 

with New Selected Pieces 
tit Philadelphia Hotel 
Starring Today 

Thursday - Saturday 
23 • 25 March 
From 10;00 a.m - 24:00 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 
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FREDDY FOR MUSIC 


s k:mj 

TEL. 692696 

GA30EHS ST. 


National 
Rally 
sets off 
Friday 


■ Bj a Jordan Times 
j • Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The King- 
dom’s top drivers are gear- 
ing up for Friday's start of 
the Diet Pepsi National 
Rally which marks the be- 
ginning of tiie 1995 auto 
sports season. 

Twenty-two of the coun- 
try’s top drivers will be 
taking part, including 1994 
Jordanian champion 
Bashar Bustami, runner up 
Mohammad A1 Daond and 
third placed Fans Bustami. 

The rally will set off from 
the Royal Automobile 
Club of Jordan (RACJ) 
headquarters in Amman 
and will be heJd on desert 
tracks south of Amman. 
The entire route win cover 
231 kilometres including 
four special stages. 

A three-minute interval 
separates the comp e titors 
in the special stages which 
require split second timing 
ana driving skills. 

Participating cars are di- 
vided into three groups de- 
pending on engine capac- 
ity. 

Class 1: Cars with an 
engine capacity of 1600cc. 
iss 2: Cars with an 
e capacity of 1601- 
cc. 

Class 3: Cars with an 
engine capacity of over 

The national rally will be 
very beneficial for the 
Kingdom's drivers as the 


route is part of the first day 
Kingdom’s most pre- 


°f the 

stigious auto sports event 
— the Jordan International 
Rally which will be held in 

mid-May. 

National rallies form an 
important part of the 
annual Jordan Drivers' 
Championship in which 
competitors gain points 
each event they take 
m. The rally, organist _ . 
(RACJ), is sanctioned by] 
the International Ante 
Sports Federation. 

The final results wiD be 
announced in a prize-giving 
ceremony Saturday even- 
ing. 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

ammoun theatre 

TeJ.; 675571 

NabO AI Mashini Theatre 

NaM & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AH LAN THEATER ■ 

Tom Hanks 
in 

Forrest Gump 

: Shows: 12:30, 3:15. fcis, 9.-15 

Andy Garcia — Mee Ryan 
In 

Whea A Han Lavas A Woman 

Shows: UJO. 3:30. 5, 630.'830. 1030 

CONCORD *1* 

Comedian star: Adel Imam — 

Bakhit & Andadileh 

Shows; 12:30. 3:15. 6:00. R-.M, 11:00 

CONCORD ‘2’ 
Jean-Claude Van Damm 

, STREET FIGHTER 

Show« 1230. 3:30. 5.-45. 11:00 

Musa Hijazln “Sum’a" 

in the political satire 

Hi Citizen 

written and directed by 
Mohammad AI Shawaqfa 
daily on 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes on Monday 

— Hal ft ** A Jflha In the 
children s play 

Sa'di’s Return ☆☆ 

Presents ~ 

Abu Awwad 

in the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available air 
day 

Presents: 

The political satire: 

AL SALAM YA SALAJ fcjj 

. at 8:30 p.m. Jj 

' For reservation, please 'caT-fl 

625155 ■J| 

The theatre is closed ?. -3 
Saturdays & Sunday* | 
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le . Magic take over league’s best record 
, %slndiana, New York and Phoenix lose 


Pa 7 
iikVj. pj* *41^ 

icIl if Sjy ^^RLANDO fR) — Dennis them my new cross-over teams in { 

i\cm ^ scored 2^ points off the move. This is the first game - The win 

fted p ^ ^ench; including five during a we have won all season down diana's los 

u ftui ey second-quarter run. as die stretch. It’s aboout time X Charlotte 

mcO? Orlando Magic ranted have played like G-Money the Centn 

c * n<1 * Phoenix Suzs 126-1 02 (his zuckziame). Patrick 

, . ^,'ncsday. Kevin Willis contributed 19 points anc 

;mcr 9^Tw Shaqutlle O’Neal and points and 15 rebounds and lead the i 

i Scu^ 1 jW Hndaway finished with 26 Reeves had 17 points as the 1 In Hous 

to ^ ia ^»i Joints* 'apiece for Orlando, Heat won for just the second hook shot 

r Mt over the league’s time in eight games. . quarter ga' 

"'toptqj /Jtet record from the Suns, In New York, Lany John- for good a 


^ ^nprb^g to 49-17. 

‘ ** V, want to be the best, 

the inj ^ye havie to beat the best,” 
OkI ^ ^ i^rlaiitfo coach Brian Hill 

r ° dtS&aiifc . ’ 

t . OryTr 1 ^, Charles Barkley had 23 
Joints.' and 11 rebounds for 

"ThuxioJ: 3 ^5. In Detroit, Allan bouston 
lh foe : S ^»re<r28 points, Grant HDl 
n - P-*rchc“. n ,!?%adK,-a»d the Detroit Pis- 
tJ f field the New Jersey 

tend mi^^Jets to ftree field goals in 
■^C'ie last 6: D on the way to a 
'•"* r <*d ^ 32-95 -victory, 
was “ajj , ,■ « k Ifin, who became the Pis- * 
** C8c !/ ; >os’ first Rookie to score 
topped ,000 points since Luah Tho- 

mac*ivi>i r^-citas and Kelly Tripncka in* 
ru cedis also had eight re- 
« in tynnds and eight assists, 
t ‘ ^ piping Detroit snap a six- 

“enost StU - nne losing streak. 

Rnmia , * u We had guys go a Uttle bit 

Me S Overtime because we had 
ihe r J, r ‘ i *sT-*eopldt n foul trouble and we 
serious matchup prob- 
Moakj so we had to keep cer- 
*'? people on the floor,” 
:hr „j 5 ‘ Detroit coach Don Qianey 

i-luTp-.r^ The' Pistons also gpt 17 
*”• ‘nten-.ft ^Joints from Lindsey Hunter 
, * < "bd 16 and 12 rebounds from 

2 a ™' ta *s waiver Mfller. 

t»ia. i n Miami, Glen Rice 

(ABer^^^ond 28 pomts, including 
ne mcr t. a-^je game-winner with 1.8 
* **' **-■• a^ijconds left, as the Miami 
inn f'o-rurrv.-leat held off the Indiana 
U. p ! in - v/acers, 97-95. . 

— “I looked at the clock, saw 

-«iere were four seconds left,” 
%T o f s Rice- "They’d be waiting 
V <lllv)ij sr ™y Ptnpefj so I showed 

Rally GOREN BRIDGE I 

WITH OMAR SHARIF 
„ ^1. . Af t TANNAM HHtSCH 

g fin • BW*iTn»u«.M».*«. IK | 

^ ^ FIND THE LADY 

O, * 1 _ Both vulnerable. North deal*. 

r ridar \ ?°.y? 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
« TANNAM HHtSCH 

enM l«MUHa bu K 

FIND THE LADY 


fTt • 1 Both vulnerable. North deala. 

r ridar \ ?°.y? 
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Staff Esc WEST EAST 

*AK884S*aiO 
VIM W AS a 964 

" „ „ 0 4 10 5 3 

■ - '”*QS *67642 

J kl ' 1 I-.-I T~L - SOUTH 

* - ?lj963 

r-.r <• K 0 2 

.. -v :• * A J 10 

Rrl - r '* ‘ • “ The bidding 
*vrrv •xz-r North Eut South Wert 

twe P®** IT 1* 

Paw 4T Pms 

"Vi r.- , 'P M Pan 

jtjntf L'dT — Opening lead; King of * 

‘ . , , . .. ■■ When you are faced with a two- 


* s * =fc ; ~-«Je of the defrndeza has conakbahly 

• - ~ " 7 nor* length In the suit than the 
r>u* *2 » V- » -" 4 h er. it Menu logical to place the 
* "• . . --uUsiiig honor in the hand with 

‘It Mrr card* in that auit But ■ euie 

Jlih .‘"ii -tog i» even better. 

Jr ... v - v There are thoee who ptay that a 

jTiiJk,.- ' . jmp rtuM in cximpetition it p«- 

.’X X - - 'mphve and that a hand such aa 
, . v^orthli should be ahown with a cue- 

. .. r ;id in the enemy auit. But North- 
fer t n'.rr ^.outh wen an old-bshiancd pair 
t 1 *. "■' lw this sequence prom- 

iyj’ j- j*A t hand that has been improved 

\ "} near opening -bid rtrength. 


,k, -plough whh flat metAution and 

— * “^.nly three tzumpa. North 1 ! hand 
, rhr tpet^l- qualifies. 

... . Weal cashed the aM and king of 
sjlii'C >«de*. then continued with a third ' 

.mnd, nrffcd fay East and over- 
P ^.'-dEed by declarer. Since the ace of 

rai-—j _ fc - ^^nmpa was a sure htier, the fate of 

‘ - -mi contact hinged on whetlier txr 

‘ _ 1 r-. • •?: (■?”'* declarer could locate the queen 

1 - The tog of trumps loet to Weefe 

. 1 ». Dedaierwon the trunm return 

lEeataluHedachih, then drew the 
Sgtf *r '■’V , i-m trump. East let go eaecood dub. 

1 *j i t - - “ . hree rounds of diamnnda were 
•jfftC"': ’’ >shed, ending in the closed hand, 
^ ' ! id declarer now had a complete 
1 ;«nt of the hands— West started 
..... - ti" rth 6 - 3 - 2 -S and Eaat 2 - 2 - 4 -S. 

L lJI r That would make Eaat a 54 o -2 

vorite to hold the queen of dubs, 

, fit declarer improve on those odds 

, M — j. lea«Sng the last trump, (fiacarding 


|^Vf -■* " f , V dub from dummy. Forcedto hold 
rc:* c,: ‘ ' ; Esmond to guard uainat the dht- 
r . % jr*- „ md on tha board. Earthad to let 

1 “ ,* -i ;;J • .another dub. The king end ace of 
M f.- r* ^ ‘ ’ . <>ibe > picked up the queen and the 
^ ^ /. * th» ftilfiffing trick. 


them my new cross-over 
move. This is the first game 
we have won all season down 
the stretch. It’s aboout time I 
have played like G-Money 
(his nickname). 

Kevin Willis contributed 19 
points and 15 rebounds and 
Reeves had 17 points as the 
Heat won for just the second 
time in eight games. - 

In New York, Lany John- 
son scored 21 points and 
Alonzo Mourning added 18 
and 15 rebounds to power the 
Charlotte Hornets to a 78-69 
win over the Knicks. 


teams in general.” 

The win combined with In- 
diana's loss to Miami moved 
Charlotte into first place in 
the Central Division. 

Patrick Ewing had 35 
points and 18 rebounds to 
lead the Knicks. 

1 hi Houston. Sam Perkins’ 
hook shot late in the fourth 
quarter gave Seattle the lead 
for good and Nate McMQlan 
made two steals 20 seconds 
apart in the final 1:30 as the 
Seattle supersonics bung on 
for a 104-102 victory over the 
Houston Rockets. 


NBA ROUNDUP 


Hersey Hawkins netted 15 
points and Muggsy Bogues 
had 12 for the Hornets. 

“It’s hard to beat a team 
like that three times in a row, 
it shows your maturity and 
determination; your will to 
win,” said Mourning. “We 
want to send a message to 


RESULTS 


Detroit 

Miami 

Charlotte 

Orlando 

Seattle 

Mflwaakee 

Portland 


New Jersey 

Imfiann 

New York 
Phoenix 
^Houston 
Golden State 
Washington 


AP 


FOR RENT 


Located in Sweifiyeh; six apartments; 
each consisting of three bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, lounge, salon, veranda, 
kitchen with cabinets, lift, well, excellent 
location, ;with all services. Fit for mem- 
bers of (diplomatic missions or foreign 
companies. Can be rented furnished or 
unfurnished. 

Please call Tel. 680542 


DIETd 


l DIET PEPSI NATIONAL RALLY | 
FRIDAY 24 MARCH 1995 

The rally starts from the Royal Automobile Club at 12.30 hrs. 
Regrouping will be at Alia Gateway Hotel at 15.30 hrs. The 
finish will be' at the Royal Automobile Club at 17.45 hrs. For 
information on Special Stage viewing locations please 
phone the Rally Office at the RAC J. 

Special Stages are sponsored by the following: 

TUNAIB sponsored by NATIONAL PAINTS 
SALAYTA sponsored by ARAM EX 
MUDEISISAT sponsored by CLASSIC CAR COMMITTEE 
of the RAC of Jordan 

ALIA GATEWAY REGROUPING sponsored by TOYOTA 


A GOLDEN 
OPPORTUNITY 
FOR BOOK LOVERS 

Amman Bookshop is reorganis- 
ing its setup, and updating its 
stocks; as a result, hundreds of 
titles, thousands of books will be 
on sale at nominal prices: books 
on show for your review until 
30/3/95. 

Discount 50% on publisher 
prices. 


Perkins’ shot gave Seattle a 
97-96 lead and made a pair of 
free throws almost a minute 
later to give the Sonics a 
99-96 lead with 2:00 to play. 

“I was able to get a couple 
of reads on their outlet passes 
and I was able to see where 
Houston wanted ' to get the 


Tapie 
verdict 
set for 
May 15 

VALENCIENNES, France 
(R) — A French court 
trying former soccer boss 
Bernard Tapie on match- 
rigging charges said on 
Wednesday it would issue 
its verdict on May 15 — a 
week after the French pres- 
idential election. 

The state prosecutor has 
demanded a jail sentence of 
18 months, 12 of diem sus- 
pended, against the former 
Left-wing cabinet minister. 

The prosecutor's request 
at the trial in the northern ■ 
mining town of Valencien- 
nes was the first formal call 
for Tapie, who faces a 
string of other legal actions 
over his collapsed business 
empire, to be sent to pris- 
on. 

A self-made millionaire,' 
Tapie was declared perso- 
nally bankrupt and ineligi- 
ble for public office for five 
years in December. 

The court on Wednesday 
heard defence pleas on be- 
half of Tapie and five others 
accused of rigging a 1993 
league game between 
Marseille and Valenciennes. 


’TO- LET 

Ground floor (s&ne as villa). 4 bedrooms (one 
master). 3 bathrooms, living room, salons, kitchen, 
garden, private garage and well. Total area 375 sq. 
m. 

Location: Sweifieh - off Airport Road. 

For Information & appointment call 818191 


POSITION AVAILABLE 

Deputy Project Director 

Immediate appointment available to coordinate an ex- 
panding Family Health project Responsibilities include 
standards development and communication, clinical and 
counselling training, service quality assessment, and 
project planning, monitoring and management. 
Qualifications: 

-A physician with significant experience in maternal 
child , health sen/ices, birth spacing, clinical con- 
trac^titFi 'arfd''t»OniselIirig techniques. 

- Additional advanced degree in health care administra- 
tion. 

- Experience and expertise in designing and delivering 
clinical training in integrated maternal-child and birth 
spacing services. 

-Experience in health services management 

- Fluent spoken and written Arabic and English. 

- Willing to travel within Jordan. 

-Preferred to have background in service quality 
assessment 


ball ” McMillan said. “I got 
to the spot and came up with 
the big steal.” 

Houston had one last 
chance to tie, but Vernon 
Maxwell’s layup went off the 
rim as time expired. 

In Milwaukee, Todd Day 
scored 33 points, including a 
string of 13 straight in the 
fourth quarter, as the Mil- 
waukee Buds beat the Gol- 
den State Warriors, 115-109. 

“Todd Day carried us in 
the fourth quarter, he hit 
some big shots,” said coach 
Mike Dunleavy. 

“In games like this, some- 
one has to step up and I did in 
the fourth quarter,” added 
Day. 

In Portland, Clifford 
Robinson scored 30 points as 
the Portland Trail Blazers 
edged die Washington Bul- 
lets, 109-106, for their fourth 
win in their last five games. 

The Bullets pulled within 
two points twice, including 
99-97 with 2:52 to play after 
Rex Chapman made a three- 
pointer. Washington had a 
chance to tie but Webber 
missed a jumper with 2:00 to 
play. 

Rod Strickland added 26 
points, making 16-of-17 from 
the foul line for Portland, 
which outrebounded the Bul- 
lets, 47-38. 


Direct Inquiries to secretary at 693052. 
A^pltertlons must be returned with CV by March 


~3W&SS. 

Sweiss Est. for Metal Plating 

Announces the inauguration of its 
new branch skillfully designed to 
provide customers with the services 
of plating old silverware and valuble 
metals with silver or gold on stainless 
steel or brass using the latest methods 
and technology with gurantee 
of 2Q microns for ten years . 

Our plant refurbishes your valuables 
and render your old souvenirs anew . 
^For services please ctdl 

Stores Jabal Amman 

' Tel: 641816 / 642397 

Stores Abdoun 
• Tel: 828111 / 823000 
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SWEIFIEH 

SHMEISANI 


A Leading Advertising Agency, based in Dubai is seeking to 
employ an Arabic typsetter / designer on the Apple Mac. 
Candidates must be proficient in the following:- 


;r.whes ... 

el: SWEIFIEH 863804/861785 
SHMEISANI 686956/681702 


* Working with Al Nasher Al Sahafi. 

* Ability to communicate in Arabic and English fluently 
with the creative terms and with the other designers / 
finished artists. 

* Ability to respond to pressure and work long hours. 

k ■ 


Interested applicants are kindly requested to submit thier CV 
along with a recent photograph to> 

P.O.Box. 851348 
Amman 11185 - JORDAN. 


[Man claims to have sold 
cocaine to Reggie Lewis 


BOSTON (AP) — A 23- 
year-old man said he sold 
cocaine to Reggie Lewis 
twice in 1988 in a New Bed- 
ford housing project, and a 
former teammate said he, 
Lewis and then-Maryland 
star Len Bias used cocaine in 
1985. 

The new allegations were 
reported in Boston newspap- 
ers on Tuesday. 

Lewis was captain of the 
Boston Celtics when he col- 
lapsed and died while shoot- 
ing baskets in July 1993. 

Bias died of cocaine intox- 
ication in 1986, boors after he 
was drafted in the first round 
of the National Basketball 
Association draft by the Cel- 
tics. 

Lewis died of a heart ail- 
ment, and two doctors have 
said scars on his heart were 
consistent with cocaine use. 
The Celtics were to retire his 
number Wednesday nieht at 


Chicago Bolls. 

But two former four-year 
teammates, dose friends and 
fraternity brothers said Lewis 
never (fid drugs and blasted 
accusations by others that he 
did. 

“There might have been 
different players on the squad 
that indulged in different 
things, but Reggie wasn't one 
of diem," Wes Fuller, a co- 
captain with Lewis of the 
Northeastern team, told the 
Associated Press this morn- 
ing. “It just wasn’t in his 
makeup.” 

‘Robert Fonseca, 23, told 
die Boston Herald he sold 
four small packages of 





Reggie Lewis 

cocaine to Lewis for $100 in 
June Or July 1988 in a New 
Bedford housing project and 
several weeks later sold him 
cocaine for $70. 

Fonseca, a high school 
dropout, has a record of drug 
ana property crimes ana 
spent 19 months in prison for 
drug tr afficking . 

The allegation linking 
Lewis and Bias in cocaine use 
was made to the Boston 
Globe Wednesday night by 
Derrick Lewis, who played 
with Reggie Lewis, not a 


relative, on the Northeastern 
University basketball team.' 

Derrick Lewis said he, 
Reggie Lewis, Bias and 
another player used cocaine 
in the summer of 1985 in a 
McDonald’s restaurant- in 
Marshfield; less than, one 
mile from a Celtics rookie 
camp. Reggie Lewis was^a 
sophomore at Northeastern 
at the time. 

Reggie Lewis' widow K 
Donna Harris-Lewis, has said 
her late husband (fid not use 


To Members of, 

Jordanian Scandinavian Friendship Association 

Members of JSFA are kindly reminded to do their best to attend the 
Annual General Meeting which will be held on Saturday March • 
25th, 1995 at 18:00 HRS. at Hotel Jordan Inter-Continental, 

( and not at the Royal Automobile Club ) as previously mentioned 
in. the invitation. ^ 

Your support by attending will be greatly appreciated 
The Board Directors 
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Center 



Billy & Toni Stevens 
March 22, at 6:00 pm 


Vocalist Colene 
Erickson& pianist 
Sharon Stewart 
March 25, at 7:00 pm 


Mingo Saldivar 
and his 4 
member band 
March 28, 
at 6:00 pm 


And Alt wfeek Long. a,6:00p,; 

•GREAT AMERICAN FOOD FESTIVAL 

Taste the authentic American food, bought to 
you by the Aqaba GuV Hotel wagons. 

•GREAT AMERICAN Culture 

"Young American Exhliit" 100 photographs 


The people depicted inspi’e the thought of 
American as a nation young at heart 

•Series of American Videos 

"Music across America" "Holiday USA" 

"Scenic America" and "America Music Shop" 

Biq Prizes from American Airlines And Lots of Fun. 

For more Information Please Cali Tel: 316636 - Fax: 318266 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 
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Ekeus due in Baghdad (Goreand 

O 


Qaboos meet 


amid fresh U.S. charges m Muscat 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Rolf 
Ekeus, head of the U.N. 
commission charged with 
destroying Iraq’s Don- 
conventional weapons, is due 
here Friday for talks with 
senior government officials. 

Goran Wallen, director of 
the United Nations’ monitor- 
ing centre in Baghdad, told 
the Associated Press 
Wednesday that Mr. Ekeus 
would meet Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz and 
other ministers during his 
four-day visit. 

"It’s of special interest now 
because he is going to deliver 
to the Security Council a new 
six-month report on April 
10," Mr. Wallen said. 

The contents of the report 
on the U.N. weapons moni- 
toring programme could play 
a role in determining whether 
the Security Council decides 
to continue the crippling oil 
embargo against Iraq. 

Oil and trade sanctions 
were imposed after Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait in 1990. 

U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 687, enacted at the 
time of the 1991 Gulf war 
ceasefire, calls for the dis- 
mantling of Iraq's nuclear, 
missile, chemical and biolo- 
gical warfare programme be- 
fore oil sales, Iraq's economic 
mainstay, can be resumed. 

Iraq insists it has complied 
with ail the ceasefire resolu- 
tions and wants the sanctions 
lifted. 

But Mr. Ekeus last month 
told the Security Council that 
Iraq has not accounted for 22 
tonnes of material that could 
be used to cultivate bacteria 
for germ warfare. 

The United States claims 
Iraq has rebuilt a missile re- 
search facility and parts of a 
complex that had been used 
to produce chemical 
weapons. 

The U.S. ambassador to 
the United Nations. 
Madeleine Albright, told a 
Senate committee Tuesday 
that if sanctions were lifted, 
Baghdad would immediately 


restart its weapons program- 
me and could build a nuclear 
device in five to seven years. 

She led the campaign in the 
Security Council March 13 to 
renew the sanctions for 
another 60 days. 

Citing U.S. intelligence 
estimates, Ms. Albright told 
the Senate Foreign Affairs 
Committee that Iraq con- 
tinues to hide equipment and 
materials belonging to its 
programmes for weapons of 
mass destruction.. 

She said Iraq continues to 
“rebuild its infrastructure of 
mass destruction.” Ms. 
Albright made public for the 
first time reconnaissance 
photos showing the A1 Kindi 
missile research and develop- 
ment facility that has been 
rebuilt since it was badly 
damaged in the Gulf war. 

The photos, first presented 
to the U.N. Security Council, 
also showed the Habbaniyah 
II Complex which Ms. 
Albright said used to produce 
chemical weapons prior to 
that war. They showed the 
Iraqis had rebuilt the main 
production building and 
chlorine plant and added 
phenol and ferric chloride 
production lines. 

"We believe that if the oil 
embargo is lifted... Baghdad 
could well order the depar- 
ture of U.N. inspectors, Ms. 
Albright told the senators. 

She cited the international 
cooperation needed to secure 
the embargo in arguing 
against a bill that would de- 
mand reimbursement from 
the world body for U.S. milit- 
ary assistance to peace- 
keeping and monitoring op- 
erations such as the one m 
Iraq. 

"It would invite chaos if 
other countries were to 
mimic onr unilateral ac- 
tions,'* she said. 

“Under those circumst- 
ances Iraq would be able to 
begin producing Scud mis- 
siles within one year, rebuild 
its biological weapons prog- 


ramme in less than a year and 
its chemical warfare prog- 
ramme in two-to-tnree 
years,” she said. "In five to 
seven years, it could buQd a . 
nudear device.” 

Mr. Wallen, a retired 
Swedish admiral, declined to 
discuss specific allegations 
against Iraq, saying the issues 
were up to Mr. Ekeus to 
resolve. 

The Swedish diplomat 
heads the U.N. Special Com- 
mission which is responsible 
for supervising the destruc- 
tion of Iraqi weapons and 
setting up a long-term moni- 
toring system. 

Mr. Wallen said that there 
currently were about 50 U.N. 
personnel in Iraq dealing 
with the monitoring of nuc- 
lear, chemical ana missile 
programmes. 

The biological weapons 
monitoring programme, he 
said, was in “an interim 
phase.” He did not give any 
details.'' 

He said that plans were 
being prepared at U.N. head- 
quarters in New York for yet 
another monitoring program- . 
me to be put in place after die 
sanctions are lifted. It will 
keep track of imports of civi- 
lian materials that could be 
.diverted for military use. 

He declined to speculate 
on when the sanctions against 
Iraq would be lifted. 

Asked if the U.N. weapons 
programme bad been 
affected by the detention last 
week by Iraq of two Amer- 
icans who strayed across the 
border from Kuwait or by 
Turkey's offensive this week 
against Kurds in northern 
Iraq, he said: "I don’t think 
any of these events have any 
influence on the monitoring 
system.” 

The U.N. Special Commis- 
sion has sent at least 110 
inspection teams into Iraq to 
check on its compliance with 
the ceasefire resolutions since 
April 1991. None is currently 
in the country, Mr. Wallen 
said. 


MUSCAT (Agencies) — 
U.S. Vice-President AI 
Gore met here Wednesday 
with Sultan Qaboos of 
Oman to discuss U.N. 
sanctions against Iraq and 
security m the Gulf, the 
Omani News Agency 
(ONA) said. 

They viewed “the sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq, 
means to ease the suffering 


of the Iraqi people and the 
need for Iraq to comply 
with all U.N. Security 
Council resolutions” linked 
to the 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, it said. 

The talks also discussed 
how “to preserve security 
and stability in the Gulf as 
well as the efforts deployed 
by the United States to 
restart Israeli-Arab nego- 
tiations,” the agency said. 

Mr. Gore was expected 
in Riyadh later Wednesday 
for talks with Saudi Ara- 
bia’s King Fahd and was to 
meet later with Hamid 
Algabid, secretary general 
of the Saudi-based Orga- 



Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and Vice-Plresideat AI Gore and Ms wffe upon tbek 
hk wife (left) on Wednesday see off U.S. departure from Amman (Petra photo) 

nisation of the Islamic Con- standing of Islam. larly the Middle East peace 

ference (OIQ. On Thursday, Mr. Gore process and bilateral rela- 

The OlC said Mr. Gore will leave for Israel. tions. 

and Mr. Algabid would dis- Mr. Gore arrived here Mr. and Mis. Gore were 
h iss the Middle East peace from Amman at the condu- seen off at the airport by 

process, the Golf, the wars si on of a two-day visit to Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 

in Bosnia, Afghanistan. Jordan during which he Ben Shaker and his wife, 

Kashmir and Chechenya, held talks with His Majesty the speakers of the Upper 

terrorism and ways to im- King Hussein on issues of and Lower Houses of Par- 

prove die West’s under- common interest, particu- hament and senior officials. 


Mr. and Mrs. Gore were 
seen off at the airport by 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker and his wife, 
the speakers of the Upper 
and Lower Houses of Par- 
liament and senior officials. 


Kassar acquitted in Achille Lauro case 


Bahrain starts trials of Lebanon 
suspects in December riots seeks pre 

BAHRAIN (AP) — Twelve charge that has been made by j /-4 ^ o fl 

Bahrainis went before the the Bahrain leadership. II HU UCull 


BAHRAIN (AP) — Twelve 
Bahrainis went before the 
state security court Wednes- 
day on charges of sabotage as 
authorities began prosecuting 
people rounded up during 
riots that erupted last De- 
cember and bave spluttered 
periodically since then. 

The prosecutor-general’s 
office said in a statement 
carried by the official Gulf 
News Agency that indict- 
ments for “rioting, sabotage 
and violence” nave been 
completed. 

But the statement gave no 
indication of how many peo- 
ple have been indicted for the 
December rioting, the worst 
civil unrest in the island in a 
decade. 

The statement said a num- 
ber of "other cases” were still 
being investigated and should 
be completed "in the near 
future.” 

This was an apparent refer- 
ence to cases where the state 
prosecution may allege there 
was foreign involvement in a 
plot to destablise the state, a 


the Bahrain leadership. 

The statement said lawyers 
and relatives were present at 
die hearings, and that the 
defendants, who had made 
full confessions, were assured 
of all their legal rights. 

It said these confessions 
have led authorities to the 
“plotters and inciters to these 
crimes.” 

The continued detention of 
scores of people rounded up 
during the December riots 
has triggered fresh street 
clashes, mainly in Bahrain's 
Shiite Muslim suburbs, in re- 
cent weeks. 

The unrest has come no- 
where near the scale of the 
December trouble, although 
vehicles have been damaged. 
A policemen was killed and 
two wounded when their car 
was bombarded with home- 
made gasoline bombs March 

Another policeman, a 
Pakistani, was battered to 
death by protestors in De- 
cember. 


15 dead in dash between 
rival groups in Algeria 


ALGIERS (AFP) — A clash 
between rival Islamic extrem- 
ist groups in the Ain Defla 
region west of Algiers left 15 
people dead, the Algerian 
daily Le Matin reported 
Wednesday. 

Fighting broke out be- 
tween members of the 
Armed Islamic Group (GIA) 
and the Islamic Salvation 
Army (AIS) in the region 150 
kilometres from the capital. 

The reported battle would 
be the first between the GIA 
and the AIS since the former 
threatened to attack mem- 
bers of other armed Islamic 
groups, claiming it alone car- 
ried the “banner of the jihad 
(holy war)” in Algeria. 

Its communique, published 
Tuesday in the London-based 
Arabic-language daily AI 
Hayat. said it was “pursuing 
its brotherly measures in 
order to crush those who step 
out of line.” The statement 
was signed by the GIA’s pre- 
sumed leader, Abou Abdul 
Ahmane Amine. 

Last year security forces 
and the media reported a 
number of clashes between 
rival groups in what the pap- 
ers called “the war of the 
chiefs.” A GIA leader, 
Mouloud Hattab, was re- 
portedly killed along with 
nine of his deputies and .his 
wife by a rival group. 

The GIA is considered the 
most extreme of the armed 
groups fighting the secular. 


army-backed regime while 
the AIS is thought to be the 
armed wing of the banned 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS). The Algerian civil war 
began after the cancellation 
in January 1992 of the second 
round of elections the FIS 
was poised to win. 

Last week the AIS 
announced it was provisiona- 
ly taking over leadership of 
the FIS, naming one of its 
military chiefs, Madani Mer- 
zak. national “interim emir” 
in the absence of FIS leaders 
Abassi Madani and Ali 
Belhadj, who are under 
house arrest. 

A spokesman for Prime 
Minister Mokdad Sifi on 
Tuesday denied a report in a 
Saudi newspaper that Mr. 
Madani and Mr. Belhadj had 
been put back in jail after 
their release into bouse arrest 
last September. 

In another development, 
seven armed men who attack- 
ed a village in the coastal 
Kabyiie region were killed by 
security forces in a 12-hour 
Operation, press reports said 
Wednesday. 

Three other men, also 
armed, were taken prisoner 
by tire fnscc&gbo seized a 
number of wqspossc i 
- The rcpoit&aid they were 
among a dozen men who 
swooped on the village of Ait 
Larba early Tuesday to steal 
hunting weapons from the 
inhabitants. 


seeks probe 
into deaths 
in Khiam jail 

BEIRUT (Agencies^ — 
Lebanon is seeking an inter- 
national investigation into 
the deaths of prisoners in an 
Israeli-controlled jail in 
South Lebanon, the official 
National News Agency said 
on Wednesday. 

It is part of a diplomatic 
campaign launched by the 
Foreign Ministry to make 
Israel "stop its savage acts 
against Lebanese detainees 
and respect human rights,” 
the news agency said. 

It said the ministry was 
seeking the release of hun- 
dreds of Lebanese prisoners 
held by Israel, compensation 
for them under international 
law and visits to them while 
in jail by the Red Cross and 
other agencies. 

All Lebanese embassies 
have been ordered to urge 
the governments to whom 
they are accredited to make 
“intensive contacts with 
Israel and international in- 
stitutions” on these issues. 

Embassies have been told 
to urge "investigations autho- 
rised by international agree- 
ments on matters related to 
the deaths of prisoners in jail, 
especially since many are 
held for years illegally, with- 
out trial or legal defence, 
contrary to the Geneva Con- 
vention on prisoners," the 
agency said. 

Israel and its client militia, 
the South Lebanon Army 
(SLA), hold 260 prisoners in 
a hilltop jail at Khiam in 
Israel's South Lebanon 
occupation zone, which has 
never been visited by outside 
agencies, and about 60 in 
Israel. 

Some 14 Khiam prisoners 
died since 1985 and others 
are in danger of death 
through torture and medical 
neglect, according to a 
Beirut-based prisoners’ sup- 
port group. Some prisoners 
have been held for 10 years 
without trial, it says. 

Mohammad Safe, bead of 
the group, handed the minis- 
try a report on Tuesday 
saying that according to 32 
prisoners recently released 
from Khiam some inmates 
have “lifetime disabilities” as 
a result of their treatment. 

Fifteen of the 32 had to go 
to hospital after their release. 

Mr. Safa told Reuters he 
welcomed the diplomatic 
campaign, but he said Israel’s 
treatment of the prisoners 
should be raised at the Inter- 
national Court of Justice at 
the Hague and Lebanon 
should complain about it to 
the U.N. Security Council. 


MADERD (Agencies) — Sy- 
rian arms dealer Monzer AI 
Kassar was acquitted in a 
national court on Wednesday 
of charges related to the 1985 
hijacking of the Italian cruise 
ship Achille Lauro by Palesti- 
nian guerrillas. 

Mr. Kassar was accused of 
participating in the hijacking 
by supplying the assault rifles 
used by Palestine Liberation 
Front (PLF) guerrillas to take 
over the ship during a 
Mediterranean hijacking. 

An American passenger 
was killed during the hijack- 
ing. 

Mr. Kassar has repeatedly 
claimed he only deals in legal 
arms sales ana thar he was a 
victim of a conspiracy to link 
him to the hijacking. 

Known to bave close ties 
with intelligence services in 
several countries, including 
Spam, Mr. Kassar was picked 
up by police in Madird on 
June 3, 1992 and subequently 
jailed. He was released 13 
months later after posting 
bail of $15 million. 

Mr. Kassar has lived on 
and off in Spain for the past 
15 years. In 1987, he was 


ordered out of the country 
for three years on the 
grounds that be posed a 
threat to internal security and 
to Spain’s relations with 
other states. 

During his trial in January, 
the arms dealer said Judge 
Baltasar Gaizon, who carried 
out the investigation against 
him, had offered through in- 
termediaries to secure the Sy- 
rian's freedom in return for 
$100 milli on. 

Mr. Kassar also testified 
that prior to his 1992 arrest, 
he had been asked to act as a 
go-between in Mr. Gaizon’s 
alleged attempt to obtain S5 
millio n from Amir a Yoma, 
the sister-in-law of Argentine 
President Carlos Menem, in 
return for dropping an inter- 
national arrest order for her. 

Mr. Gaizon pot out a re- 
quest through Interpol for 
Ms. Yoma’s arrest in connec- 
tion with charges of money- 
laundering from drug- 
trafficking. 

Judge Garzon is one of 
Spain’s leading investigating 
magistrates and in recent 
years has chiefly been in- 


volved in high-profile probes 
into drug-trafficking and anti- 
terrorist death squads. He 
did not respond to Mr. Kas- 
sar*s charges. 

The court found Mr. Kas- 
sar not guilty of supplying 
weapons used by PLF guerril- 
las in seizing the Achille 
Lauro off the coast of Egypt 
in October 1985. 

In a three-week trial in 
January, the prosecutor had 
demanded 29 years in jail for 
Mr. Kassar, who denied the 
charge, said he had never had 
any link with the PLF and 
masted his arms deals were 
all legal. 

Mr. Kassar told reporters 
after hearing the verdict he 
was happy and sad at the 
same time. 

“The important thing is 
that I have put all this behind 
me and my innocence has 
been proved. 

"On one side I am happy, 
but there has been blackmail 
and a plot against me and for 
that reason I am very sad,” 
be said. 

During the hijack, the 
Palestinians demanded the 


release of Palestinian prison- 
ers in exchange for the 600 
cruise passengers. 

They eventually surren- 
dered to Egyptian author- 
ities, but a plane laid on to 
take them to safety in Tunis 
was intercepted by United 
States fighters and forced to 
land in Italy, where the guer- 
rillas were arrested. 

In its published findings, 
the high court rejected as 
totally without credibility key 
evidence given at Mr. Kas- 
sar’s trial by Ahmad 
Bourn ens bed, an aide to the 
Syrian for 10 years. 

Mr. Boumeirshed told the 
court he was with Mr. Kassar 
in Tunis when he delivered 
weapons intended for use in 
the hijack. He claimed he 
had received death threats 
from Mr. Kassar to prevent 
him coming to the trial. 

The verdict said the court 
believed Mr. Bourn errshed 
had acted out of vengeance 
and his evidence was fulLof 
contradictions. 

It also noted that some 
evidence against Mr. Kassar 
had been illicitly obtained by 
robbery. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Kuwait seeks attack on moneylaundering Malaysian sappers inspect Mogadishu port 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's central bank governor in 
remarks published on Wednesday urged regulators of Arab 
banks to cooperate in fighting money laundering. The 
governor. Sheikh Salem Abdul Aziz Al Sabah, said 
monetary institutions should try to trace laundered capital 
and hold accountable those responsible for such crimes, 
Al Talea weekly newspaper quoted him as saying. “Sheikh 
Salem underlined the need to unify the regulations that 
fight money laundering in the Arab region,” the paper 
said. The central bank has instructed Kuwaiti banks to 
improve internal monitoring systems and informed them of 
the best ways to fight money laundering, Sbeikh Salem 
said. “He stressed the necessity to unify regulations against 
moneylaundering in the Arab region and urged monetary 
institutions to follow up laundered capital and hold 
accountable those responsible for such crimes,” Al Talea 
said. 

Egyptian police shoot dead 3 militants 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian police on Wednesday shot dead 
three militants including a man they said was head of the 
military wing of the Gamaa Al Islamiyah (Islamic group) in 
the southern province of Minya, security sources said. 
Police said the militants opened fire at them when a police 
unit made a dawn raid to arrest them at a hideout in the 
village of Ezbat Kidwani, south of Minya city. Human 
rights organisations say the police sometimes shoot to kill. 
Police found an automatic rifle, two revolvers s and some 
explosive devices, the security sources said. They named 
the militant leader as Hassan Taha Abdul Wahnab. The 
Gamaa is the largest of the militant organisations fighting 
to overthrow the government and set up a strict Islamic 
state in Egypt. It has been especially active in the Minya 
region since late last year. More than 660 people have been 
killed in political violence in the country since the Gamaa 
launched its campaign three years ago. Most victims have 
been militants or policemen. 

Snell saves heart attack victim 

TEL AVTV (R) — One Israeli will probably never grumble 
again about the government's administration of health 
care. Felled by a heart attack in a Jerusalem hotel on 
Tuesday, the 72-year-old man was revived by Health 
Minister Ephraim Sneh, who answered a “is there a doctor 
in the bouse?” call, a ministry spokeswoman said on 
Wednesday. Dt. Sneb, who was about to give a political 
speech in the hotel, is a specialist in internal medicine and a 
former chief medical officer of the Israeli army. The heart 
attack victim was reported to be in stable condition in 
hospital. 

Lebanese premier visits Malaysia 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri arrived here Wednesday for a five-day official 
visit to Malaysia to strengthen trade and investment ties, 
officials said. Mr. Hariri, who has been listed by Fortune 
magazine among the 100 richest men in the world with a 
personal fortune of more than $3 billion, is accompanied by 
his wife Nasek Hariri and an U-member delegation. He was 
met on arrival at the Kuala Lumpur International Airport 
by Foreign Minister Abdullah Ahmad BadawL Mr. Hariri 
is scheduled to hold talks on bilateral and international 
issues with Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad on Thurs- 
day and meet King Tuanku Jaafer Rahman, a Foreign 
Ministry official said. A trade agreement is to be signed 
after the talks between the two prime ministers. 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — Seven Malaysian military en- 
gineers arrived here Wednesday at the invitation of 
Somalia's two most powerful warlords to assess technical 
requirements at Mogadishu's air and sea ports. The 
engineers brought some equipment with them from 
Malaysia and said they would also coordinate the return of 
port machinery taken away for safe keeping by the U.N. 
peceekeping force when it withdrew from Somalia early 
this month. The team’s spokesman, Cblonei Mohammad 
Ben Mohammad, said they bad been invited to Somalia by 
rival faction leaders General Mohammad Farah Aideed 
and Ali Mahdi Mohammad and that their missioQ was 
politically neutral. “We are Muslims and place out first 
concern on the Muslims. If our security is guaranteed in 
Mogadishu we will go to other ports of Somalia such as 
Berbera. Bosasso and Kismayo,” said Col. Mohammad, 
who served in the U.N. peacekeeping force here. The port 
reopened under joint control shortly after the departure of 
the U.N. troops, but Gen. Aideed and Mr. Ali Mahdi have 
apparently not yet agreed on bow to run the airport. 

Kuwait presses France over Iraqi sanctions 

PARIS (AFP) — A top Kuwaiti official urged France to 
rethink its support for suspending sanctions against Iraq, 
saying Baghdad was still defying the world over Kuwaiti 
prisoners held since the Gulf war. Sheikh Salem Sabah AI 
Salem Al Sabah, in charge of the prisoners issue, said 
France was in effect aiding the regime of Saddam Hnssein 
by taking a soft line on the international embargo. 
“Saddam Hussein has been looking to gain time and, to be 
honest, he has counted on France to support him in lifting 
the embargo,” be told reporters during a press dinner 
Tuesday evening. France is known to favour moves 
towards lifting the embargo imposed on Baghdad in the 
wake of the 1991 Gulf conflict. It used its influence at the 
U.N. Security Council which discusses the issue every two 
months. Mr. Salem said Iraq had recently confirmed that it 
holds 70 of the 625 prisoners Kuwait claims were detained 
during the Gulf war. Baghdad has until now denied all 
existence of them. He said that of the 70, Iraq had said 
three were dead. The Kuwaiti official is due to meet 
officials from the main political parties in France during his 
visit, which follows a trip to London. He said he is due on 
Staurday to meet Russian officials in Kuwait to discuss the 
issue. 

Egypt says smugglers beyond recent arrests 

CAIRO (AP) — Remnants of an international ring that 
smuggled hundreds of ancient treasures out of Egypt and 
China remain intact despite recent arrests in Britain and 
Egypt. Scotland Yard said last week it had cracked a 
smuggling network that spirited away thousands of tonnes 
of Egyptian and Chinese treasures. Egyptian officials said 
hundreds of artifacts from prehistoric to Greco-Roman 
times were taken, including beads, amulets, statues 
papyrus and done carvings. At a news conference Wednesl 
<toy, the head of the Egyptian antiquities authority, Abdul 
Habm Noureddm, said disclosure of the arrests hampered 
the investigation. “If we waited for another two weeks! we 
would have known many more persons involved in the 
smuggling," he said. “I think we will reach some more 
lt * 8 *** laip-scaJe network.” Six Britons were 
jested, and seven Egyptians, including three officials 
with the antiquities organisation, were implicated But 
other ringleaders have yet to be nabbed, said Mr 
Noureddm. The stolen pieces — some of them priceless — 
° h “'3i Q "S - ; » 1— «8». -d as recently 
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Rising divorce ‘ 

rate attracts , 

concern in Chin« UZ# — 


^gdinS 

j**!"..-: 

r" . , 
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BELTING (R) -Morctfe — 

six million Chinese mania*. . -.bo- 

ended in divorce in 1994! j? 

1.2 per cent increase — ' 

pared to 1990, the P 
Daily overseas edition sti {e 
Tuesday. The number b S* ■ » j ; n O 
failed marriages account hli >‘ 2 ‘ ' y 

for 0.71 per cent (rffectoj 

number of married couple ' 1 

and the increase — althow 

still far lower than in nj - ■ 

Western countries — ^ - 

attracting concern, the net* 

paper said. City residents an £ 

educated people were me* 3 

likely to be among the nJir- -•:■ " 

million people who watte, 

away from marriages l&j i&T ' 

year, it said. The divorce r& -j TV . . * ~ 

rose above one per cent \ ■ - 

cities such as Beijing, Sha» - 1 

gfaai and northern Qingdao «s^ *» 

as well as in northeastcti > r -v 

Jilin and Liaoning province 

and in Tibet. The divora .5 i “ r;< .. - - ■■ 

rate among educated coupW-s#- ' 

was 0.88 per cent, 0.08 - 

cent higher than that fa 
illiterate and semi-eduatR . } sP 8 - 
people. In 1990 the less etfo 1 
cated were more likely to en ~ r ’~ rz 
their marriages, the newspap 
er said. Although China fc . t j ua »; rn 
trod need modern divoitt #nlC53‘ Vd ‘ tW 
laws after the Communist n- ^ in GaZ3 
volution in 1949, 

Chinese are unwilling to coo- ., ,-r-; i.C 1 - 
sider divorce even if their '• 
marriage is unhappy. ^ — : - - 

■ J „ ... 

Pilot files 

Taiwanese plane 

to wrong airport £: r r. !7. 

TAIPEI (AFP) — A fordo " 

pilot flying a Taiwanese air- ! iz7r ''\ 

liner got ms schedules mixed 

up and flew a plane to the 

wrong airport, scaring pat r;r - : 

sengers aboard, tire repnb- 

lie’s media reported Wednes- ‘ ' r 

day. The Great China Air- 

lines plane was scheduled to ztj: -i-~ ' ■ * 

fly from the southern city of - 

Chiayi to Taipei, but landed : : r: .2 ■ ' • • ' 

at Makung in the offeboie 

island of Penghu, the report Err- - Lr: . ' * . 

said. Passengers feared it at ir: ~ 

developed mechanical trot in .. ■ ■ 

ble, they said. Actually, ft :tr.\ f- - 

plane’s Canadian pilot bri - - 

taken the wrong schedule 

table, ignored the Taiwan esc 

co-pfot who tried 10 coma ®t s i‘ wori < er3 

him and insisted on going ho 

way, the Broadcasting Cor- PQ Strike 

Deration of China said „ 

Wednesday quoting the air- y ~ K ..* \ 
lines President Shih Chung- ^r:;. 

Oring. Mr. Shih said the ptioJ *e-l- ; r ,- . 
would be grounded and the ??:■ : ;. -.r- 
schedule table simplified to “ -r::: 

“avoid unnecessary ml*-. * & :*rr • :■ • ‘ . 

understanding.” The Ou». ^ . .r :: - ^ t .. ' 
Times newspaper said thr a k - ~ 

plane later flew to Taipei; ;y _ V - 
after the half-hour journey its 
was stretched to two boms- i : • 

• ► t ■ • il . 

• “S 1 -' i r.-«- - . i _ 


toil workers 
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Army deserter 
with 7 wives, 
53 mistresses 
arrested 


v 

. " ■* >*ir i 


w c CTr|i>' t 

arrested £ S- 

COLOMBO (AP) — 

ary police have arrested aa .t. •* 

army deserter reported » I"’’’ 

have seven wives and 53 nm - c 

tresses and charged him wi* 

extorting money from otb^ ’^l&^-V s *- ; - 

nmaway soldiers, a newspap* , 

er reported Wednesday- %f| ^ 

Piyal Dhammika, 48, 
bad spent three months-3S«^ ,, 'Qerrnar lV 
private in the army, is * 

lieved to have taken mowjlw' ~~ 7- T .._ 


predominantly Buddhist 


-J Eiwififal 


tion. Mr. Dhammika 

been charged with posing »» i 5js " ^ 

SAroMnt an H tafc-ina nVUICV ® ^ ■ “-iRS.. 


sergeant and taking j v ^i:;. ; ' 

obtain pardon for over * 
other deserters. Details " • : " 

sl «tchy. .feW i.l * *' 


Sweden plans ; * 
law banning V 

prostitution ; r -r 

CHOLM (AfTJr Q 

i, which in the ^ 

1 some of the 
pornography 

id, is now considew ■3^?' if rc • 
to outlaw prostitute K « a*-? ' 
junish not only ^ 

it their clients as ^ k 
areal commerce Sj 
ind most be staoP lw , 


STOCKHOLM (AFP)- 
Sweden, which m the Ww 
adopted some of the n® 3 
liberal pornography la**® 
the world, is now confljjj 
a move to outlaw prostitute 
and to punish not only pt®J 
tutes but their clients as 
“All sexual commerce 
crime and most be stamp 
out," insisted Inga-B n - 
Toernell, head 

government-appointed m'** 

tigatory commission that 
just issued its report. 1 jjf* 
bases and humiliates wcr®J^j 
who are the victiim-* 
commission after 
years of study has progg 
steep — but as yet ubsP*i 
fied — fines for both 
tutes and clients, as *“3 
prison terms of up 
months. Current law doeJJJ J 
ban prostitution but rj 
allow for the prosecute 0 
pimps. j 
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